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influence of short stories learning in English reading skills so that a short 
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RESUMEN 

     La Investigación en el siguiente documento tiene como objetivo determinar la 

influencia del aprendizaje de cuentos cortos en la destreza lectora en el idioma Inglés, 

mediante un folleto de cuentos cortos con valores que fortalezcan esta habilidad en los 
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mundial en el negocio, la tecnología y la educación. El propósito de este proyecto es que 

los estudiantes adquieran estrategias para desarrollar su habilidad de lectura,  analizar 

un texto y entenderlo; Para que puedan enriquecer su vocabulario y facilitar el estudio 

del Inglés en los próximos años. El objetivo principal de este proyecto es ayudar a los 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

     Checking the educational program of English area for the Eighth-Grade 

students at “Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso” high school, canton Duran, it 

was proved the non-existence of a short stories booklet with values that 

helps the development of reading skills in English language that is 

proposed in this project. 

 

     Looking at the rapid evolution in the world makes communication ways 

become a challenge for the education of this new era and especially for 

the learning of a foreign language as English. Therefore, it is necessary 

that students are ready to develop the reading skills that will allow them to 

communicate in English with others, increase the ability to recall 

information and exercise memory, take advantages of better opportunities. 

Even, according to Internet World Stats, languages used in the web - 

November 30, 2015, 62.4 % of the internet users in the web produce 

information in English, for this reason important to understand. 

 

         According to the Ley Orgánica de Educación Intercultural LOEI 

(2014) (Organic Law of Intercultural Education), the Curriculum about 

General Education includes the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

learning as a general tool of communication and access to scientific 

information and technological update. Moreover, the LOEI promotes the 

development of individual and collective capacities that facilitate and 

ensure the development of students learning. 

 

         Stories as a teaching learning strategies strengthen students' 

reading and it is considered one of the most important activities in 

education because it will improve their quality of life and it will help 

enhance reading in their daily live (LOEI). 
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     Using the short stories as an important means between learning and 

teaching, the student will obtain significant knowledge in the English 

language that will allow them to process, organize, prioritize, retain and 

recall new information; so, that they can integrate it into their base prior 

knowledge.  

 

     Chapter I refers to the problem of the investigation. It contains the 

investigation and the main causes that originated them. 

 

     Chapter II refers to the theoretical frame. It is performed the study of 

background and the theoretical basis to design and develop this project. 

 

     Chapter III refers to the methodology design used in this research, 

types, methods, techniques and instruments of investigation necessary for 

the project. 

 

     Chapter IV refers to the proposal of the project, which includes several 

and important activities that support the project. 

 

     The authors of this project hope that this tool is applied to support 

English Language teachers of “Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso” high 

school, so it facilitates the hard work of teaching English in which students 

will be benefit. 
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CHAPTER I 

 

THE PROBLEM 

 

RESEARCH CONTEXT 
 

 

       “Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso” High School is located in the Guayas 

province, Durán city, 5th stage of “El Recreo”. A lot of people study there 

because it is a community sector, reason why the Institution has two 

journeys; basic school is in the morning and elementary school in the 

afternoon. Neighborhood is very populated and there are sports courts, 

markets and a baseball club around. 

 

       An average of fifty people among teachers, administrative and service 

people work there. The principal is the Director, Lcdo. Marlon Benenaula 

Domínguez, who has opened the door for this project, to provide a better 

education for their students, the same ones are eager to learn, but they do 

not have enough resources as English teachers and didactic material. 

 

      The school infrastructure is large, but only the ground floor is built with 

sixteen classrooms, and four offices as secretarial room, Counseling 

Department and Main Office room. Besides for playtime it has two sports 

courts. Also, there are a medical room and a laboratory but the last is not 

available. Students cannot use it and it makes English learning difficult. 

 

      Educational community presents economic, familiar and social 

problems, incomes are low, and mother and father have to go out to work, 

so that kids and teenagers stay alone for a long time at home. They go 

looking for friends because they not have anyone to supervise them. 
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CONFLICT SITUATION 

 

      The Ecuadorian Public Schools do not have the pedagogical 

resources needed to improve the quality of education especially in 

English; therefore, we must seek solutions and strategies that promote this 

learning. 

 

      Through the observation and the study of the context it has been 

considered that students do not feel motivated to read in the English class. 

They do not have didactic material for seeing or listening that catches their 

attention, and sometimes this causes student misbehavior or a disorder in 

class time. This was evidenced in one of the observed classes. While the 

teacher was attempting to explain the class, students were talking to each 

other, totally ignoring what the teacher was saying. 

 

Moreover, the reading class is teacher-centered. Teachers impart the 

knowledge based only on the book information. Sometimes, students ask 

a question but teachers cannot answer them due to time constraints; they 

must complete a curriculum. During the observations, it was evidenced 

that the social interaction that an English class should have was 

disregarded. Students do not have the opportunity to express their ideas; 

everything turns around the teacher.  

 

Finally, students are not familiar with the vocabulary presented in the 

reading passages. A foreign language is new to most of them since 

students come from public schools, where English is not a subject. 

Furthermore, these text books have full English words for students and it 

makes learning more difficult and less attractive. The authors are not 

considering these learners’ background.       
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CAUSES OF THE PROBLEM 

 

 Didactic material does not feature a variety of activities. 

 

 Teachers are not aware of new techniques to approach reading in 

the class. 

 

 The textbook is not appropriate for the level of students. 

 

FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM 

 

     How does short stories learning influence in the development of 

reading skill in the English language in the Eighth-grade students at “Dr. 

Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso” high school, zone 8, district 09D24, Guayas 

province, Duran city, El Recreo area, period 2016 – 2017? 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC FACT 

 

     Low quality in the development of reading skill in the students of eight 

grade at “Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso” high school, zone 8, district 

09D24, Guayas province,   Duran city,  El Recreo area, period 2016 – 

2017 

 

     According to the latest data from the National Institute of Statistics and 

Census (INEC 2012) indicates that 26.5% of Ecuadorians do not spend 

time in reading.  56.8% of them do not have interest for reading and 31.7% 

do not have time to read. Only principal cities as Ambato and Guayaquil 
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report that 77% of their population develops the habit of reading, while 

Cuenca has the lowest percentage of population with this habit with 68 

percent. 

 

      Otherwise, the annual report made by the global education company  

“Education First ”(EF EPI 2014), places Ecuador in the 35th out of 63 as 

one of the countries with low level in English. This is due to the lack of 

motivation in the English classes, traditional methods and lack of the 

appropriate resources for English classes. According to Aponte (2007), 

responsibility for the planning and implementation of the teaching 

strategies is centered on the teachers, who must research, select and 

organize didactic resources to design and planning, taking into 

consideration the reality of the group.  

 

        

OBJECTIVES OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

 

     To analyze the influence of short stories learning in the development of 

reading skills in the students of eighth grade, through a bibliographical 

study and analysis of field, to elaborate a short stories booklet based on 

values. 
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES: 

 

 To examine the problems students face during their English class 

by mean observation sheet to define how can influence the short 

stories learning with values to improve their reading skill and 

enhance their behavior. 

 

 To identify needs that students have in their English classes by 

mean of analysis of survey driven to students and teachers. 

 

 To value the basis that sustains the insufficiency in the reading 

performance through a bibliographic, statistical and field study. 

 

 To evaluate the aspects that should be considered for the design of 

a short stories booklet based on the results obtained. 

 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

 What is reading and what does it mean to develop reading skills in 

English as a foreign language? 

 

 How does a short stories booklet based on values stimulate 

meaningful student English learning? 

 

 What methodological techniques are used in the short stories 

learning based on values? 

 

 Are teachers trained in the proper use of this didactic material? 
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 Why the development of a didactic tales’ guide based on values in 

English is necessary? 

 

 

RATIONALE 

 

 In the global world in which we live, English has become the universal 

communication language and this is the main reason the students require 

a holistic knowledge, that means speaking, reading or writing in English, to 

have access to information produced in foreign countries and get better 

opportunities in our life and a good English level as The Common 

European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) requires as the 

international standard defining linguistic competence. 

 

According to Organic Law of intercultural education (LOEI)  0052-14,  

from 2016-2017 in the Highland region, and 2017-2018, on the Coast 

region, English teaching will be obligatory from second to tenth grade of 

Basic Education to Bachillerato. Furthermore, Cap.1 AMBIT, PRINCIPLES & 

PURPOSES. This refers to the full development of the personality of the 

students, which contributes to the knowledge and exercise of their rights, 

the fulfillment of their obligations, the development of a culture of peace 

between peoples and non-violence between people, and a Intercultural 

social intercourse, pluractional, democratic and solidarity. Therefore, a 

project of this type complies with current demands. 

 

 In addition, this proposal has the vision to increase the interest in 

learning English of the Eighth-Grade students at “Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez 

Perasso” high school. In this way, teachers guarantee that students 

acquire and improve their English language learning. Therefore, efforts of 

teachers and students will serve productively in the educational process, 

considering that students are the direct beneficiaries.     
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     Moreover, this project aims to promote knowledge and achieve 

meaningful learning to develop reading skills in the English subject, 

because even the “Plan del buen vivir” obj. 4 1e, guarantee access to 

necessary educational resources for the good performance, attendance 

and permanence of the population of school age to the National System of 

Public Education, obtaining Good results as an educational community 

and training good citizens for society. This is exactly what this project 

seeks. 

 

 Evidently, this research makes students and teacher direct 

beneficiaries. Similarly, parents and the community become indirect 

beneficiaries because students will be able to replicate knowledge and 

contribute to the society. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAME 

 

BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

 

Through the years many studies about reading skill have been 

performed.  Authors mention the importance of reading for the correct 

learning of a foreign language. One of them is Tapia (2005) who remarks 

that students have to feel motivation when they are reading. For this 

reason; he creates the keys for a better comprehension of Reading. 

Furthermore, he explains when students will be evaluated they read by 

obligation and do not have interest for it.  He concludes that a good 

reading catches the personal attention and teachers need to create a 

pleasant environment, without pressure. He advises to implement 

innovative ideas to improve our reading class.   

 

 At the same time, Diaz (2009), in his long experience as a teacher, 

mentions how far we are in comprehensive reading in his writings. 

Similarly, he reveals that one of the advantages of reading is that it 

improves human relations and he recommends looking for strategies to 

promote reading as a necessary activity for the intellectual formation of the 

person. 

 

 

 Finally, in terms of Short Stories, Matthews (1994) declares its 

importance to develop the imagination and fantasy. He claims that a writer 

of short story has to be concise, original and have wit and fantasy to 

attract the attention of the reader. He makes the difference between short 

story and a novel, specifying that the novel is often to give a personal 

impression of life, whereas that short story is at the heart of the story. He 
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concludes that, Short story is one of the few defined literary forms a genre, 

and is necessary to explore that fascinating world of imagination through 

reading. 

 

      Given this, the importance of exploring Reading has been present in 

different studies. Our research is different from previous studies since it 

intends to explore reading skills in a public setting, which is well-known 

for the lack of resources. 

 

THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 

 

DIDACTIC FOUNDATION 

 

READING DEFINITION 

 

Today most of the knowledge acquired by people occur through 

reading, however occasionally reading often be relegated to a second 

level within the academic training and it is not given the importance it 

deserves. Read correctly, master all the skills required reading is a long 

learning process that begins in the school, but it must be followed by 

practice and dedication.    

 

      According to Cassany (2006), the reading is the most powerful 

instrument of learning; reading books, newspapers or papers the people 

can learn any of the disciplines of know human being. Besides the 

acquisition of the written code, it implies the development of cognitive 

capacities: the reflection, the critical spirit, the conscience, etc. The one, 

who efficiently learns to read and does it with witness, can develop his 

thought. For it, the reading turns into a transcendental learning for the 
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education and for the intellectual growth. Aspects like the success or the 

school failure, the technical preparation or to get a good job, etc, are 

related directly to the capacities of the reading. 

 

STAGES OF PROCESS OF READING 

 

According to Sole (1994), reading has as stages of reader´s process: 

initially, psychic, emotional preparation and clarification purposes; 

furthermore the activity which includes the application of tools of 

understanding for the meaning construction, and a third time for the 

consolidation of it; using other cognitive mechanisms to synthesize, 

generalize and transfer such meanings and each one of them have to 

develop different strategies with defined purpose: before reading, during 

reading and after reading. 

 

BEFORE READING 

 

Affective character conditions must be created is that to say the soul 

meeting of the partners, one presents his ideas (text), and the other who 

brings his prior knowledge motivated by self-interest. 

 

DURING READING 

 

In addition, Solé argues that students must do a recognition reading, 

in individual way, to become familiar with the general text content, they 

can read in pairs or small groups, and exchange opinions and knowledge 

according to the purpose of the reading activity, also they can work cross 

contents, values, norms without depending on the teacher. 
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 AFTER READING 

 

At this stage is proposed to students preparing outlines, summaries, 

comments, etc. Here the work is more reflective, critical, generalizing in 

order to form thinking, critical and creative people, with assessment 

criteria inherent to change. 

 

 

READING LEVEL 

 

     According to Strang (1965), Jenkinson (1976) y Smith (1989) Reading 

levels are thoughts processes, which are generating progressively as the 

reader uses their prior knowledge. For the reading teaching and learning is 

necessary to mention the following levels: 

 

 LITERAL LEVEL 

 

Read literally it is to do it according to the text. Applies, simple 

answers, which are explicit in the written text but requires that they know 

the words, such as identifying names, characters, time and place of an 

event (in the case of a story or a novel) major and minor characters etc. 

 

 INFERENTIAL LEVEL 

 

Activates prior knowledge of the reader and are formulates hypothesis 

about the text content, because it is a constant interaction between reader 

and text, read by relating it with their previous knowledge. The goal of 

inferential level will be preparing conclusions. 
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CRITICAL LEVEL 

 

Finally, authors claim at this level of understanding, the reader has the 

meaning of the text with their knowledge and experiences, then emits a 

judgment critical evaluative and expression of personal opinions about 

what is read. 

 

READING FLUENCY       

 

According to the National Reading Panel, “Fluency is the ability to read 

a text accurately and quickly.”  Readers who are fluent do naturally, loudly 

and with expression, because they do not have to concentrate on 

decoding the words to the contrary from readers who have not yet 

developed the skill, they do it slowly, word by word and should look up the 

meaning of words causing little understanding of the text. 

 

THE PURPOSE FOR READING 

 

 Reading is very important in our society, because it is applied in 

different jobs it helps us develop our thinking, language skills and to 

discover new things.  

 

 Furthermore, Grabe, 2009; Linderholm and van den Broek, 2002, 

claim there are four skills within this learning, but we will refer to reading 

skills and know some of its purposes. 

 

 Reading to search for simple information, in some cases, we read 

to find specific information. 
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 Reading to skim quickly, we read a text quickly to get general 

information and find the main ideas. 

 

 Reading to learn from texts, we read professionally to gain a broad 

knowledge on a specific topic. 

 

 Reading to integrate information, write and critiques texts, read 

information to add the knowledge we already have as readers, 

decide what we want to appoint, then write and make a critical 

assessment of the text. 

 

 Reading for general comprehension, the comprehensive reading 

has two reasons that we always read with a purpose but 

sometimes-general understanding is a little more complicated what 

we imagine. 

 

TEACHING READING 

 

       According to Hornby (1995), says teaching reading is a work of 

teachers, but there must be a stimulus-response process for students to 

receive instructions of their teachers. 

 

      Within the plan of learning reading, teachers should use the 

appropriate material for students to be motivated to gain new knowledge, 

because teaching reading needs to be interrelated with our daily 

experiences. Teachers should take these opportunities to expand their 

skills in students, so that they can achieve their purposes.  
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READING STRATEGIES 

 

Harmer (1994) declares suggested necessary strategies that readers 

need to use when reading. It will mention five: 

 

1. It is considered that the prior knowledge is very important because 

it helps to have a better reading and it allows retelling the most 

relevant information; it is also necessary that teachers lead their 

students through background knowledge they possess, because in 

this way they can build meaning and mental images within text. 

 

2. It is important that students make predictions about the text they 

will read, because they will determine the purpose of reading. 

Using the background knowledge, they anticipate the facts, as 

good readers, formulate hypothesis, implement strategies for 

establishing a critical thinking with the acquired and the new 

learning. 

 

3. Self-monitoring and self-correcting students are demonstrating their 

reading comprehension skills and therefore they may employ 

several strategies. Those who are good readers are able to notice 

the problems that are developed in the reading. 

 

4. It is boring for the students to make questions and inferences about 

what they are reading; because they have a habit that teachers are 

who provide them; but it is intended that they are questioned 

themselves, while reading, with the goal of having a larger reading 

comprehension. 

 

5. When you are a good reader, you can easily identify the main ideas 

of the texts, which allows you to make a criticism of what is being 
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read and in addition, it gives you the ability to retain the necessary 

information and take out what is not important. 

 

The strategy summarizing is a little difficult, but it can get a clear 

revision of the text, which will include the main ideas to understand the 

author message. By summarizing, the students can demonstrate all 

reading strategies, but they must be more active, engaged and get 

motivated to learn and become strategic readers. 

 

Source:http://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/literacy/25-reading-strategies-that-work-

in-every-content-area/ 

 

SHORT-STORIES 

 

  According to Lucke (1999), a short story is a kind of narrative that 

has characters, actions and plot organized in a text with a beginning, 

middle and ending. The form encourages economy of setting, concise 

narrative, and the omission of a complex plot. Despite its relatively limited 

scope, though, a short story is often judged by its ability to provide a 

complete or satisfying treatment of its characters and subject. 
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       Before the 19th century the short story was not generally regarded as 

a distinct literary form. But although in this sense it may seem to be a 

uniquely modern genre, the fact is that short prose fiction is nearly as old 

as language itself. Throughout history humankind has enjoyed various 

types of brief narratives: jests, anecdotes, studied digressions, short 

allegorical romances, moralizing fairy tales, short myths, and abbreviated 

historical legends. None of these constitutes a short story as it has been 

defined since the 19th century, but they do make up a large part of the 

milieu from which the modern short story emerged. 

 

WHAT MAKES A GOOD SHORT STORY? 

 A short story is a piece of prose fiction which can be read at a 

single sitting. 

 It ought to combine matter-of-fact description with poetic 

atmosphere. 

 It ought to present a unified impression of temper, tone, color, and 

effect. 

 It mostly shows a decisive moment of life. 

 There is often little action, hardly any character development, but 

we get a snapshot of life. 

 Its plot is not very complex (in contrast to the novel), but it creates a 

unified impression and leaves us with a vivid sensation rather than 

a number of remembered facts. 

 There is a close connection between the short story and the poem 

as there is both a unique union of idea and structure. 
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BENEFITS OF USING SHORT-STORIES FOR DEVELOPING READING  

COMPREHENSION SKILL 

 

 Short stories are considered useful material in the classroom because 

it stimulates and motivates students to express them in other language; 

also stories are simple grammatical structures and basic vocabulary that 

they can be used in everyday conversations. 

 

 According to Collie and Slater (1991), asserts stories are practical for 

the English language because they can be used in one or two classes and 

it allows students to work for them. 

  

 Furthermore Brumfit and Carter (1986), claim that “Many of these 

study skills will be familiar to language teachers since they are normal and 

might be asking students to make predictions about what will happen next 

at key points in a short story” (p.111). Authors consider it is beneficial for 

teachers to attract students towards English reading. Stories can help 

students to predict or guess the meaning of difficult words.  

 

SHORT STORY ELEMENTS  

    Important authors coincide in several of the elements of story. 

Researches of this investigation have considered among the most 

important, the following:  

Setting,  Plott, Conflict, Character and Theme. 

 

.SETTING — According to Russell (2009) the setting refers to the time, 

the geographical locations, and the general environment and 

circumstances that prevail in a narrative. The setting helps to establish 

the mood of a story and there are: 
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 Integral Setting: the setting is fully described in both time and 

place, usually found in historical fiction. 

 Backdrop Setting: the setting is vague and general, which helps to 

convey a universal, timeless tale.  

 

PLOT — Sevilla (2012) claims that the plot is how the author arranges 

events to develop his basic idea; It is s a series of interconnected events 

in which every occurrence has a specific purpose. It is the sequence of 

events in a story or play.  The plot is a planned, logical series of events 

having a beginning, middle, and end.  There are five essential parts of 

plot: 

 Introduction /Orientation– the story where the characters and the 

setting is revealed. 

 Rising Action – where the events become complicated and the 

conflict in the story is revealed. 

 Climax – This is the highest point of interest and reader wonders 

what will happen next; will the conflict be resolved or not? 

 Falling action – The events and complications begin to resolve 

them.  The reader knows what has happened next and if the conflict 

was resolved or not. 

  Resolution.  This is the final outcome or untangling of events in 

the story. 

 

CONFLICT—   Conflict is also essential to the plot.  Without conflict there 

is no plot.  It is the opposition of forces which ties one incident to another 

and makes the plot move.  Conflict is not merely limited to open 

arguments, rather it is any form of opposition that faces the main 

character. Within a short story there may be only one central struggle, or 

there may be one dominant struggle with many minor ones. 
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CHARACTER .-  Roussell (2009) declares the existence of three  types 

of Characters in the short stories. 

 Protagonist (hero): the central figure with whom we usually 

sympathize or identify 

 Antagonist (villain): the figure who opposes the protagonist and 

creates the conflict 

 Foil Character: This is a supporting character and usually made 

to shine the protagonist.  

 

THEME  Sevilla (2009) affirm that “The theme in a piece of fiction is its 

controlling idea or its central insight.  It is the author’s underlying meaning 

or main idea that he is trying to convey.  The theme may be the author’s 

thoughts about a topic or view of human nature.  The title of the short story 

usually points to what the writer is saying and he may use various figures 

of speech to emphasize his theme, such as: symbol, allusion, simile, 

metaphor, hyperbole, or irony” (p, 11) 

  

DEVELOPMENT OF THE READING SKILL USING SHORT STORIES. 

 

 Due to the limited time classes within a curriculum in high schools in 

developing countries, it is easier to try their stories than represent a stage 

play in a classroom, because according to Poe (as cited in Abrams, 1970) 

stories are narratives of easy reading that in general have only one plans 

and personages who follow a story line of the work. 

 

Due to the number of students there are in the high schools, it is better 

to use the stories for learning English, because according to Collie and 

Slader (1996), the short stories have four advantages such as brief, no 
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complicated for students, so they can work for themselves. There are 

varieties for different pleasures, tastes and interests and they can be used 

at different levels.   

Furthermore, a Pardede´s (2011) study at Christian University of 

Indonesia revealed that most English Teachers consider interesting use 

short stories as self-enjoyment training material and language skill classes 

in the basic training students.  

 

CHOOSING THE TEXT. 

 

The role of the teacher is important in selecting a story within the 

class, this should be short because the texts vary in its extent so that they 

can read and understand it in the stipulated time, which will result in 

students a sense of achievement and confidence. According to Hill (1994), 

the three basic criteria for choosing the length of the text should be 

according to their needs and abilities, linguistic level and only the 

necessary information to make a critique of it.  

 

It is significant to consider the level of students choosing short stories 

and based on the criterion of readability, according to Ur (1996), “... the 

use of  “authentic”  text with less proficient learners is often frustrating and 

counterproductive ". Therefore, it is necessary to use simplified texts with 

this student’s level. 

 

 In addition, according to Spack (1985), the stories that teacher choose 

should be interesting to have been made into films to provide a visual 

interpretation. Mckay (2001) and Rivers (1968) claim that students read 

and have fun when a text is relevant to their daily lives. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 

THEORY OF LEARNING. 

 

 Since its inception, the human being attracted by the desire and 

curiosity to learn, it led him to figure out how to do it, because the most 

important human activity is learning.  

           

 People learned from the experience without knowing about this 

educational process. When schools were created as learning 

environments, teaching was a simple activity, because the contents were 

taught with traditional form. The teacher must know the most important 

theories that have been provided by psychological professionals in order 

to obtain meaningful learning in the classroom. 

 

 In this project, the authors have considered the learning theory of Jean 

Piaget because their contribution is essential in the teaching-learning 

process. Learning his theory also called development theory by the 

relationship between psychological development and the learning process 

refers to development that starts since the child is born and evolves 

toward maturity. 

 

 For him, there are two types of learning: one that includes the launch 

by the agency of new responses or specific situations without it constructs 

new underlying structures (life is the responsible for providing this 

learning) and the other learning is to acquire a new structure of mental 

operations, this learning is more stable and durable because it can be 

generalized (every teacher is constantly promoting this learning kind). 
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PIAGET’S STAGES OF COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

 

Piaget (1920) considers that certain development stages occur in 

successive ages. First Sensorimotor Stage (2 years) children use sensory 

and motor capabilities to explore and gain understanding of their 

environments, second Preoperational Stage (2-7 years) infants begin to 

use symbols, in which they respond to objects and events according to 

how they appear to be, then Concrete Operations (7-11 years) children 

begin to think logically. Finally Formal Operations (11 years and beyond) 

they begin to think about thinking. Thought is systematic and abstract. 

 

 Nowadays children are able to transform acknowledge and build 

new learning from the guide that the teacher has given them and in some 

cases are able to question what they learn daily. The main education goal 

is to create men who are capable of doing new things, be creative, 

inventors and discoverers. The second education goal is to form critical 

minds; they can verify and not accept everything that is offered.  

 

SOCIOLOGICAL FOUNDATION  

 

    According to Álvarez (1997), " Economic, political, cultural and 

ideological relations, determine the actions of men, including education. In 

this conception, Society is part of a concrete material situation that evolves 

historically in a process of conflicts through contradictions, source of 

movement and development. "(p. 9).  

 

    Taking into consideration what Alvarez proposed, authors of this 

investigation consider that it is necessary that the work of teachers 

achieve cognitive development and foster experiences deeply felt by 

young people, so that they regulate their behavior based on the need to 

act according to their convictions.  
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       In the same way, the famous linguist Figueroa (1982) explains that 

language appears as an important factor both in relation to behavior and in 

relation to the practical life of men. For example, language appears as an 

instrument of abstract verbal thinking in general and as an instrument of 

interpersonal communication, or production of signs. 

 

     In relation to the above, authors can say that the English as a language 

is of great importance because of its wide international circulation, it is 

involved in all spheres of society worldwide. His teaching, in the current 

times has had a great boom, being the language that is used worldwide to 

carry out transactions, business and meetings. That is the most important 

reason to learn a foreign language that students fall in love with English 

and an interesting tool is by reading short stories. 

 

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION 

 

          Philosophy represents the knowledge of man about the world in 

general and tries to point the way of obtaining new knowledge; it provides 

a specific relationship with the world, both on the theoretical and practical 

level from the projection of human activity that occurs in the cognitive, 

evaluative and communicative aspect.  

 

        Enríquez (2009), says that: "... the philosophical conception of man 

assumes three components; the man as cultural, historical and social 

being " (p.173). According to him, the educational perspective that is 

imposed, by the three philosophical processes that promote education 

shows the human being in the following way: as a supreme being before 

humanity, as a cultural entity in relation to its principles, and as 

responsible for the environment that surrounds it. 
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 Prado (2009), determinates that: "For the transmission of values, the 

quality of relationships with significant people in their lives as their parents, 

siblings, relatives, friends and teachers is of vital importance." (p.40) This 

means that learning takes place from the attitude shown by the people 

who surround the student to any social, ethical, moral and religious 

aspects. These induce their participation and promote their abilities and 

skills for meaningful learning, so that, students will not only focus on 

knowledge but rather must be oriented from the humanist perspective, 

able to accept or reject the positive or negative attitudes of the 

environment. 

 

 Finally, athors of this research share both criterion considering that  

language is present in the human thinking activity therefore it is necessary 

to consider these convictions to foster the intellectual development of 

students. 

 

PEDAGOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 

         According to Vigotsky, the higher functions are the result of a 

process of cultural mediation, especially through language and activity, 

under conditions of social interaction and subject to social historical laws. 

That is, the natural and the social are interpreted in the development of 

man: the process of biological maturation takes place in a historically 

conditioned cultural environment, and, in turn, the process of historical-

social conditioning evolves in a subject with certain biological 

development. 

 

 

         A concept that refers to Vygotsky is mediation, which conceives the 

relation between the subject and the object as a dialectical interaction in 

which it produces a reciprocal transformation, mediated by sociocultural 
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instruments in a given historical context. The influences of the socio-

historical context (people with whom they relate and their activities) and, 

on the other hand, the socio-cultural instruments used by the subject 

(tools and signs). 

 

       

      Related to this concept is the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), 

which is the distance between the actual level of development determined 

by the ability to independently solve the problem and the level of potential 

development determined by solving a problem under the guidance of an 

adult or with another more capable partner.  

 

         Vygotski observed interactions among children and also between 

children and adults. He noted that children did not work for themselves, 

they needed to be accompanied by an adult, of course, not in all cases, 

but the fact of being guided by an adult allowed them to build a more 

effective thinking. This is a clear example of ZPD. 

 

LEGAL FOUNDATION 

 

Finally, Organic Law on Intercultural Education (L.O.E.I) in articles 2, 

4 and 5 Literals B, F and J, deals with "Rights and Obligations of the 

State". The state Guarantees a quality, free and laic education.  

Plan of Good Living, Objective 2: Improving the capacities and 

potentialities of the population. 

 Child and Adolescent Code, Chapter 3, Art. # 37 mentions "Right to 

Education for boys and girls" where it is guaranteed the access and the 

permanence of all children and adolescents of basic education until high 

school. Respecting the cultures of each region and place and 

contemplating flexible and alternative educational proposals to take care 
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of the children and teenager needs as adequate resources and a 

favorable environment for learning.  

 

Art. 38. Objectives of the education programs. 

a) Basic education and the media will ensure the knowledges, values 

and attitudes essential for: 

b) A) To develop the personality, abilities and mental and physical 

capacity of children and adolescents to their maximum potential, in 

a playful and affective environment; 

 

Art. 38. Objectives of the education programs. 

Basic education and the media the knowledge, values and attitudes 

essential for: 

     A) To develop the personality, abilities and mental and physical 

capacity of children and adolescents to their maximum potential, in a 

playful and affective environment; 

     (B) To promote and practice peace, respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, non-discrimination, tolerance, appreciation of 

diversity, participation, dialogue, autonomy and cooperation; 

 

         Those legal arrangements, govern, regulate, evaluate and control 

the performance of different standards that must be applied in the 

educational process. Legal protection guarantees your viability, as a basis 

for this present educational research. 
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CHAPTER III 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

 

       This investigation aims to achieve the necessary procedures to 

answer the problem and to reach the research objectives. For that reason, 

authors of this project have considered this study as qualitative.  

 

       In a broad sense, qualitative research Taylor and Bogdan (1986) 

refers "that which produces descriptive data: people's own words, spoken 

or written, and observable behavior" (p. 20). 

 

APPROACH: The research approach is qualitative; to better understand 

the following meanings are appreciated: 

 

 Qualitative 

 

It denotes to each of the circumstances or characters, natural or 

acquired that distinguish people or things, in this way is the way of 

being and of to learn from a person. 

 

 Quantitative 

 

Belonging or relating to quantity, being the property of what is capable 

of number and measure and may be greater or less than something 

with which compares. 

 

In this research, it is significant to point to the qualities of students, what 

are these qualities developed since these are categories of the 

understanding, which makes it possible to perceived reality, and 
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quantitative because the information will be tabulated for measure the 

objectives. 

 

TYPES OF INVESTIGATION 

 

     The type of research indicates the type of study to be performed in 

addition to guiding the general purpose of the study and how to collect the 

necessary information or data. 

 

FIELD RESEARCH 

 

Palella and Martins (2010), explain “Field research consists of 

collecting actual and authentic data, directly from the reality where the 

facts occur, without manipulating or controlling the variables. It studies the 

social phenomena in their natural environment”.(p.88) This investigation 

work is based on the field research where it was possible to touch the 

reality and to detect the problem. In summary, the field research is the one 

that was in charge of studying directly the institution in problem, but 

without altering the conditions of the same one. 

 

EXPLORATORY RESEARCH 

 

Arias (2012), defines: The exploratory research is conducted an 

unknown topic or subject. Its results constitute an approximate view, or a 

superficial level of knowledge about any object. Through the application of 

this type of research it was possible to discover the student context, and it 

is considered, that attention and motivation are required to encourage and 

impulse the emotional and social student side. In summary, this research 

is explanatory because it identifies the cause of the problem from its 

origin, from theories that study the meaning of an aspect of reality. 
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DESCRIPTIVE INVESTIGATION 

 

      According to Tamayo and Tamayo (1999), Descriptive Investigation 

“Includes the description, recording, analysis and interpretation of the 

current nature, and the composition or process of the phenomena. The 

focus is on dominant conclusions about group of people or group of 

things." (p.35). Consequently, Arias (2012) mentions that this consists in 

the characterization of a fact, phenomenon, individual or group, in order to 

establish its structure or behavior. Its results are located at an intermediate 

level related to the depth of knowledge. In conclusion, the research is 

considered descriptive because it looked for the characteristics and 

characteristics of situation that undergo analysis to evaluate and measure 

the most distinctive aspects of the object of study. 

 

POPULATION 

 

The population is understood as the sub-set of the universe, which 

also makes up the total of elements that will be studied and which possess 

characteristics in common.  Arias (2012) explains "The population, or in 

more precise terms, the target population, is a finite or infinite set of 

elements with common characteristics for which the conclusions of the 

research will be extended" (p.81) 

 

The population of this investigation is determined by 1 Director, 1 Sub- 

Director, 1 Secretary, 22 Teachers and 142 students of "Dr. Carlos Julio 

Perez Perasso" High school, totaling 167 people, detailed in the following 

table: 
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Table 1: Population 

Total Population  

Teachers and Director 25 

Students 142 

Total 167 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chavez 

 

SAMPLE  

 

The sample is a sub-set of a given population, or a small part of 

individuals to which it is intended to study. According to (Hernández 

Sampieri, Fernández Collado, and Baptista Lucio,(2010), it can also be 

stated. "The sample is a subset of the population of interest on which data 

will be collected, and which has to be defined or precisely delimited, it 

must be representative of that population." (p.175) 

Because the student population exceeds 100 elements, we 

proceeded to apply a stratification formula that will provide us with a 

representative part of the population with which the research will be 

carried out to the educational unit subject of this study. 

 
                                                    N 
     n=    
                 E2 (N - 1) + 1 
 
n= Sample Size N= Population  ME= Margin of error (5%) 
 
 

142 
      n = 

            0.052 (142 - 1) + 1 
 

142 
      n = 

          0.0025(141) + 1 
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142 
      n = 

1.77 + 1 
 

142 
   n = 

2.77 
 

n = 51 
 

The size of the sample to carry out our analysis must be of at least 
50 students. 

 
Table 2: Sample 

Sample 

Teachers and Director 25 

Students 51 

Total 76 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chavez 

 

LIKERT SCALE 

 

It is a psychometric scale that is normally used in the application of 

questionnaires, for investigations since its use is very broad, in this one 

can fix the rank of acceptance and also a neutral point, by means of an 

item. 

     The questions to be used are closed, in which 5 levels or ranks have 

been used to know the acceptance of the students, Teachers and Director, 

concerning each question, the scale to be applied is the following. 

Rating Scale 

ALways 5 

Almost Always 4 

Sometimes 3 

Almost Never 2 

Never 1 
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MATRIX: OPERATIONALIZATION OF VARIABLES 

Influence of short stories learning in the development of reading 

skills in the English language. 

VARIABLES DIMENSIONS INDICATORS 

V.I. Short Stories 

They are brief fictional 

prose narrative that is 

shorter than a novel 

and that usually deals 

with only a few 

characters. 

 

 

Clifton Fadiman 

(1980). 

Benefits of using 

Short-Stories for 

developing Reading  

Comprehension Skill 

 Useful material in the 

classroom 

  Practical for the English 

language 

 Attract the students 

attention 

 

Short Stories 

Elements 

 Setting  

 Plot  

 Conflict 

 Character 

 Theme 

 

Development of the 

Reading Skill using 

Short Stories  

 

 Choosing text 

 Narratives of easy 

reading Make predictions 

 Varieties for different 

pleasures Make 

questions and inferences 

 Tastes and interests  

 Used at different levels 
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VARIABLES DIMENSIONS INDICATORS 

V.D. Reading skills 

The reading is the 

most powerful 

instrument of 

learning; reading 

books, newspapers or 

papers the persons 

can learn any of the 

disciplines of know 

human being. 

 Cassany (2006),. 

Stages of reading’s 

process 
 Before reading 

 During reading 

 After reading 

 

Reading Level 

 

 

 Literal level 

 Inferential level 

 Critical level 

 

Reading Strategies. 

 

 Prior knowledge 

 Make predictions 

 Self-monitoring and self-

correcting 

 Make questions and 

inferences 

 Identify the main ideas 

 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chavez 
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RESEARCH METHODS 

 

       According to Hernández, Fernández y Baptista (2008), the 

research methods are fundamental within a research project because they 

constitute the necessary resources of the teaching, the same that are the 

vehicle of the methodical, proper and orderly implementation of the 

project. However, these methods have the objective of making learning 

more efficient, in addition through the methods can be developed the 

acquired knowledge of the skills and then be incorporated with the ideals 

and attitudes that the school has to provide its students.  This investigative 

work used the following methods: 

 

SCIENTIFIC METHOD: 

 

     This method verifies and verifies the conceptual framework, because it 

allows arriving at the analysis and conclusions of the questions of the 

survey. 

 

INDUCTIVE-DEDUCTIVE METHOD: 

 

      It allows us to analyze and interpret the results that will later serve as a 

guide to obtain the conclusions about the presented problem. 

 

ANALYTICAL METHOD: 

 

      Using this method will allow us to establish the results through the 

analysis that was obtained from the survey questions and from the 

interpretation of the statistical tables. 
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STATISTICAL METHOD: 

 

     This method will consider certain stages that allowed compiling the 

information and performing the calculations to obtain the results of the 

research, carrying out the analysis for the formulation of the conclusions. 

 

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES AND INSTRUMENTS 

 

       Among the instruments used in this research project are the surveys, 

observation sheet and diagnostic test; That through a systematic process 

of data recording will be used the techniques that will allow an objective 

analysis of the reality of the problem, in order to find the alternatives that 

allow to improve the conflict situation. 

 

        According to  Arias, (2006) states that "a data collection instrument is 

any resource, device or format used to obtain, record and store 

information."(p.69). In summary, for the application of the methods 

requires certain techniques to collect information, refers to the technique 

of data collection, or to check the knowledge acquired, using the technique 

for data analysis. In this investigation of the oral expression it was 

necessary to use different techniques suitable to collect the data; In which 

techniques and instruments were applied to the teacher and students with 

the aim of improving oral expression and appropriate participation of the 

same. The techniques used were: 

 

1. Survey 

2. Observation sheet 

3. Interview  
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTIC 
SURVEY DRIVEN TO TEACHERS AND DIRECTIVES OF 
DR. CARLOS JULIO PÉREZ PERASSO HIGH SCHOOL 

Objective: Gathering information to the members of the educational unit on the 

Influence of the learning of short  stories in the development of the reading ability 

in the English language.  

 

Read the questions carefully and select the answer that you consider 

appropriate, mark with an X in the box that corresponds to your preference. 

Always               = 5 
Almost always                    = 4 
Sometimes                         = 3 
Almost Never                      = 2 
Never                =1 
 

 
SURVEY DRIVEN TO TEACHERS AND DIRECTIVES  

OPTIONS 

5 4 3 2 1 
1.- Reading is important in the students learning process      

2.- Using short stories would improve your students reading 
comprehension in the English language. 

     

3.- I frequently use reading topics of interest to students in the 
English class 

     

4.- . I do motivational activities in class      

5.- It is important to develop reading skills      

6.- Short stories in English develop reading skills      

7.- A text with illustrations facilitates its comprehension      

8.- . A short and interesting story would arouse your students 
interest in reading 

     

9.- I use the appropriate teaching resources to teach reading      

10.- I would like to teach English through a book with short stories 
based on values 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTIC 
SURVEY DRIVEN TO STUDENTS OF 

DR. CARLOS JULIO PÉREZ PERASSO HIGH SCHOOL 

Objective: Gathering information to the members of the educational unit on the 

Influence of the learning of short stories  in the development of the reading ability 

in the English language.  

 

Read the questions carefully and select the answer that you consider 

appropriate, mark with an X in the box that corresponds to your preference. 

Always       = 5 
Almost always            = 4 
Sometimes                 = 3 
Almost Never              = 2 
Never       = 1 
 

 
SURVEY DRIVEN TO STUDENTS  

OPTIONS 

5 4 3 2 1 

1.- Reading is important in your learning process      

2.- Using short stories would improve your reading 
comprehension in the English language. 

     

3.- Your teacher frequently uses reading topics of interest to you 
in the English class 

     

4.- . Your English teacher does motivational activities in class      

5.- .- It is important to develop the reading skill      

6.- .- Short Stories in English develop reading skills      

7.- A text with illustrations facilitates its comprehension      

8.- . A short and interesting story would arouse your interest in 
reading 

     

9.- Your teacher uses the appropriate teaching resources to teach 
reading 

     

10.- I would like to learn English through a book with short stories 
based on values 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTIC  
SHEET OF OBSERVATION OF CLASS 

Date: ………………..  

Teacher’s name: ………………………………….. 

Grade: ………………. 

Number of students present: …………… 

Content: ……………….. 

Objective: To determine the influence of short stories in the development of reading 

skills in English language. 

References: 

1 2 3 4 5 

Excellent Suitable 
Moderately 

suitable 

Suitable 

little 

Not possible to 

observe 

 
 

 

BEFORE THE CLASS 1 2 3 4 5 

1. Teacher begins the class with an exploration of previous 
knowledge of the Topic. 

     

2. Teacher shows the creativity in the creation of the initial class.      

3. Teacher transmits enthusiasm and interest.      

4. Teacher shows concrete material of support  for the listening 
class. 

     

5. The resources are used properly.      

DURING THE CLASS       

6. Teacher explains the themes clearly.      

7. Teacher follows a logical and coordinated sequence.      

8. Teacher synthesizes and emphasize when necessary.      

9.  Promotes the student participation, and verifies their 
comprehension after of listening exercises. 

     

10.  Teacher attends the students with learning problems.      

ABOUT STUDENTS       

11.  Teacher organized and productive work.      

12. Responsibility in fulfilling activities.      

 ABOUT THE PEDAGOGICAL SKILLS OF TEACHERS      

13.   Teacher promotes the utilization of study skills.      

14.  Performs the presentation of content and Guideline objectives to 
achieve during the class. 

     

15.   Dominion of content      

16.   Teacher shows an attitude of openness to the comments and 
questions of the student. 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTAD DE FILOSOFÍA, LETRAS Y CIENCIAS DE LA EDUCACIÓN 
ESCUELA DE LENGUAS Y LINGÜÍSTICA 

TEACHER INTERVIEW 

The present interview was developed in order to deepen in the information 

compiled about the influence of short stories in development of the reading 

skills.  

 
1. How often do you apply strategies to increase the reading 

comprehension?           

 

Answer:   

 

2. Do you teach your students how to read in a comprehensively way? 

 

 Answers:   

 

3.  What kind of reading do you use in classes for motivating the interest 

to read? 

 Answer:   

4. How do you notice when the students understood the reading? 

 Answer:   

5. . Do you develop comprehension analysis after each reading? 

 Answer:   

6. Do you consider the reading learning process important? 

Answer:   

7. Do you consider that you students have difficulties in reading 

comprehension? 
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Answer:  

8. Do you know what does short stories as strategies consist of?  

Answers:  

9. Do you consider that the reading activities that you develop in classes 

are positive? 

Answer:   

10.. What aspects of reading do you find more difficult: textual inferences, 

elaboration of exercises or search and textual selection? 

Answers:  

11. What activities are more important to develop in reading 

comprehension?  

Answer: answer questions, underline verbs. 

12. Does the institution have the necessary resources to develop an 

efficient promotion of reading? 

Answers:   

13. Which are the methodological aspects for reading didactic treatment? 

Answer:   
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TRIANGULATION OF THE INFORMATION EMPIRICAL 

 

        The triangulation of the empirical information is established to the use 

of the methods of collection of two or more data that are used to 

investigate a particular phenomenon with the objective of finding the 

solution to the problem, to make it more relevant the following graph has 

been elaborated, the same is observed in the similarities of study and 

measurement of the variables with a qualitative as a quantitative 

approach. 

 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High School 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

 

SURVEY: It is a qualitative instrument of a social investigation, from which 

information was obtained by applying questions to those involved in this 

research work. In other words, the survey is a technique that is intended to 

obtain data from a group of people by means of a list of written questions 

that are given to the subjects, so that they also respond in writing. 

Influence of short 
stories on the 

development of 
reading skills in 

English. 

Survey 

Interview Obsesrvation 
Sheet 
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        According to the agreement of Méndez (2009), says that "the survey 

as data collection is done by means of a form, which allows to know the 

opinions of the individuals in relation to the object of the investigation" 

(p.252). The survey is the most widely used by researchers, because its 

use would be inexpensive, easy to elaborate, can be done in a short time, 

and surveys may contain closed and open questions depending on the 

design chosen. 

 

OBSERVATION SHEET 

 

      Through this technique you can observe the phenomenon or fact 

carefully, take information and record it and analyze it. Therefore, 

observation is important in any investigative process, because the 

researcher can obtain the largest number of data. 

 

      As Hurtado (2008) cites, that "observation represents a process of 

collection, visualization, selection and recording of information, because 

the researcher relies on his senses to define observation as the integral 

opening of the person, With respect to what surrounds". (p.449) 

 

      In conclusion, the observation is based on what the investigator 

informs the analyst, and the records what he saw to facilitate the 

procedure of the data of a situation studied. 
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INTERVIEW 

 

Authors of this investigation considered the importance to apply this 

instrument because they share the point of view of Galindo (1998) who 

mentioned that the interviews and the interviewer are essential elements 

in contemporary, it is primary communication that contributes to the 

construction of reality, effective instrument of great precision in the 

measurement that is based on the human interaction. 

 

In addition, Hernandez (2003) made an important reference “the 

questionnaire of the interview may be structured or semi-structured” (p.8), 

but for this investigation implemented semi-structured questions, that is 

the interviewer is free to introduce additional questions to precise the 

information. 

 

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

  

       When the data collection is completed, the results obtained from the 

empirical techniques applied to the English teacher and the students of the 

Eight Grade of "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High school are shown. In 

fact, after using the survey as a data collection technique, we proceeded 

to tabulate the answers by means of statistical tables with their respective 

percentages of the responses obtained.  
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STUDENT-DRIVEN SURVEY 

 

1.- Reading is important in your learning process. 

 

 Table 3 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Graphic 1 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: Most of the students surveyed expressed their total agreement 

and agreement with the importance of reading in their learning process, on 

the other hand only a small amount said to be indifferent to what was 

consulted. 

 

Comment: Reading so able to modify the structure of the brain, creating 

and strengthening new connections, besides creating new patterns of 

thinking and improve reading skills. 

 

88% 

10% 2% Always

Almost
Always
Sometimes

Almost Never

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 45 88% 

4 Almost Always 5 10% 

3 Sometimes  1 2% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
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2.- Using short stories would improve your reading comprehension in the 

English language. 

Table 4 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 42 82% 

4 Almost Always 5 10% 

3 Sometimes  4 8% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Graphic 2 

 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: The students were emphatic in answering this question, as the 

larger percentage demonstrated to be in complete agreement that the use 

of short stories would improve their reading comprehension, whereas a 

minimal amount showed their indifference with respect to what was 

consulted. 

Comment: Through the short stories allow students to use the 

imagination, this works as a foundation of thought and language to 

increase reading skills. 

82% 

10% 

8% 

Always

Almost
Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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3. - Your teacher frequently uses reading topics of interest to you in the English class. 

Table 5 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  5 10% 

2 Almost Never 4 8% 

1 Never 42 82% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 3 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: Most of the students surveyed said they did not feel interest in 

the reading topics exhibited by their teacher in the English subject, since 

more than a half marked the box in disagreement regarding this question, 

on the other hand a small said to be Indifferent with what was raised. 

Comment: It is necessary to read a variety of texts to appropriate different 

knowledge and the importance of the fact, but not only in the content, but 

in the quantity, the style and even the motivation that is transmitted to be 

interested in each reading. 

 

 

10% 
8% 

82% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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4. Your English teacher does motivational activities in class 

Table 6 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  5 10% 

2 Almost Never 8 16% 

1 Never 38 75% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 4 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

 

Analysis: Regarding what was asked in this question most of the students 

said that their teacher never does motivational activities, however a small 

amount was indifferent, thus demonstrating the need to incorporate 

activities that motivate the class. 

Comment: Motivation to read and reading comprehension are essential 

factors to maintain the students' school success and to strengthen their 

personal and professional fulfillment in society. 

 

10% 

16% 

75% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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5 .- It is important to develop reading skills 

Table 7 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 48 94% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  3 6% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 5 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

 

Analysis: Students are aware of the importance of developing reading 

comprehension without a doubt, since the greater number of consulted 

expressed their agreement, and only a small number said they felt 

indifferent about this question. 

Comment: The importance of developing reading skills in students so that 

this is a favorable means to approach information and to be able to learn 

throughout life. 

 

94% 

6% 

Always

Almost
Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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6. Short stories in English develop reading skills 

Table 8 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 8 16% 

3 Sometimes  3 6% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 40 78% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 6 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: When asking the students, it was possible to deduce that they 

are not developing the reading skills, since more than half of them said 

never to read short stories in English, only a very small amount said to use 

reading habits, which is very worrying. 

Comment: It is advisable to develop reading skills according to their 

specific needs, especially in secondary school, through the positive 

influences of short stories that can promote adequate comprehension. 

 

16% 

6% 

78% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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7.- A text with illustrations facilitates its comprehension 

Table 9 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 42 82% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  6 12% 

2 Almost Never 3 6% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 7 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: Most of the students in this statement said that they always are 

agree that they facilitate understanding and learning, so it is necessary to 

implement them in class. A small amount said almost never to be agree. 

Comment: To have a good reading comprehension, it is important that the 

students relate the read with a history of their world; this means that the 

illustrations allow opening the imagination, to know about the subject of 

reading, among other factors. 
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8. A short and interesting story would arouse your interest in reading 

Table 10 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 43 88% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  2 4% 

2 Almost Never 4 8% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 49 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 8 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: No doubt the students prefer short and interesting stories, since 

the greater number expressed that these would awaken their interest in 

reading, however a small amount stated to disagree on this question. 

Comment: The benefit of using stories as didactic tools is that it gives 

strength to teachers and parents as they have in their hands an effective 

resource to favor student learning. 
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4% 8% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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9. – Your teacher uses the appropriate teaching resources to teach 

reading. 

Table 11 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 8 16% 

3 Sometimes  4 8% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 39 76% 

Total 51 100% 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 9 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: When deducing this question, it was possible to verify that the 

teachers are not using resources appropriate to the teaching of English, 

since more than half of the students surveyed marked the box never, only 

a small amount said to feel comfortable with the resources employed by 

the English teachers. 

Comment: The importance of applying strategies to improve reading skills 

in the processes of learning and teaching, is one of the most effective 

tools that allows students to develop cognitive skills. 

16% 
8% 

76% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never
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10.- I would like to learn English through a book with short stories based 

on values 

Table 12 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 49 96% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  2 4% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 10 

 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Analysis: Innovation strengthens the learning process, students did not 

hesitate to express their acceptance in the matter, since almost completely 

said to agree, that they would like to use a book with short stories based 

on values for English subject. 

Comment: With the use of short stories students will generate a greater 

understanding in reading, because through the teacher's skill and 

creativity with basic tasks as the practice will awaken the imagination and 

exposes a series of possibilities for students to find inside of themselves 

the ability to interpret. 
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TEACHERS-DRIVEN SURVEY 

1.- Reading is important in the students learning process 

Table 13 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 48 94% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  3 6% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
Graphic 11 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 
 

Analysis: When teachers were consulted, they expressed their 

agreement with the importance of reading in the teaching-learning process 

of their students. On the other hand, only a small amount said they were 

indifferent to what was consulted. 

Comment: Reading is very important into teaching-learning process 

because students are able to open their main through of the creating of 

new patterns of thinking and improve reading skills. 
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2. Using short stories would improve your students reading 

comprehension in the English language. 

Table 14 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 39 76% 

4 Almost Always 3 6% 

3 Sometimes  9 18% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 12 

 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: When asked the teachers, they assured that the use of short 

histories would improve the reading comprehension of its students, since 

the greater percentage demonstrated to be totally agreed, whereas a 

minimal amount demonstrated its indifference with respect to the raised 

thing. 

Comment: Through the short stories allow students to use the 

imagination, this works as a foundation of thought and language to 

increase reading skills. 
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3.- I frequently use reading topics of interest to students in the English 

class 

Table 15 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  12 24% 

2 Almost Never 39 76% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 13 

 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: Most of teachers are not sure that socialized topics in the 

subject are of interest to their students, since more than half marked the 

box in disagreement about this question, while a minority is indifferent in 

relation to this question. 

Comment: The benefit of using stories as didactic tools, it is an effective 

resource to favor student learning, through which they can work as part of 

curricular contents, values, resolution of conflicts, norms of coexistence, 

emotions and relations of respect. 
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4.- I do motivational activities in class 

Table 16 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  12 24% 

2 Almost Never 29 57% 

1 Never 10 20% 

Total 51 100% 
 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 14 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: With respect to what was asked in this question, more than half 

of the teachers agreed not to carry out motivational activities in their 

classes, however a small amount said to do so very rarely, thus 

demonstrating the need to incorporate activities that motivate the class. 

Comment: Motivation to read and reading comprehension are essential 

factors to maintain the students' school success and to strengthen their 

personal and professional fulfillment in society. 

 

24% 

57% 

20% 

Always

Almost Always

Sometimes

Almost Never

Never



 

 

60 

 

5. It is important to develop reading skills 

Table 17 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 41 80% 

4 Almost Always 5 10% 

3 Sometimes  5 10% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 15 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: The teachers were emphatic in answering, as the greater 

number of surveyed expressed their agreement on the importance of 

developing reading comprehension in their students, and only a small 

number said they felt indifferent about this question. 

Comment: The importance of developing reading skills in students so that 

this is a favorable means to approach information and to be able to learn 

throughout life. 
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6.- Short stories in English develop reading skills 

Table 18 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 8 16% 

3 Sometimes  0 0% 

2 Almost Never 13 25% 

1 Never 30 59% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 16 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: When it asked, the teachers could be deduced that they are not 

developing reading skills, since more than half of them said not to apply 

short story readings in English in their classes, only a very small number 

said to use them, which demonstrates the Need to implement them in 

teaching processes. 

Comment: Through the short stories allow students to use the 

imagination, this works as a foundation of thought and language to 

increase reading skills. 
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7.- A text with illustrations facilitates its comprehension 

Table 19 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 37 73% 

4 Almost Always 8 16% 

3 Sometimes  0 0% 

2 Almost Never 6 12% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 17 

 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: When consulting the teachers about the illustrations in the texts, 

most of them stated that they fully agree that they facilitate understanding 

and learning, so it is necessary to implement them in the classroom, on 

the other hand a small amount said to be in I disagree with this question. 

Comment: it is important that the students relate the read with a history of 

their world, this means that the illustrations allow to open the imagination, 

to know about the subject of reading, among other factors. 
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8. A short and interesting story would arouse your student’s interest in reading 

Table 20 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 47 92% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  4 8% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 18 

 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: When asking teachers about the short and interesting stories, 

most of them expressed agreement that they would arouse interest in 

reading in their students, on the contrary a minimal number of respondents 

stated that they disagree with this question. 

Comment: With the use of short stories students will generate a greater 

understanding in reading, because through the teacher's skill and 

creativity with basic tasks as the practice will awaken the imagination. 
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9.- I use the appropriate teaching resources to teach reading 

Table 21 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 0 0% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  6 12% 

2 Almost Never 33 65% 

1 Never 12 24% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 19 

 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: In analyzing this question, it was found that teachers are not 

using adequate resources for teaching English, since most said they did 

not have didactic resources for the English subject, only a small amount 

believe they provide their students with appropriate resources. 

Comment: The importance of applying strategies to improve reading skills 

in the processes of learning and teaching, is one of the most effective 

tools that allows students to develop cognitive skills. 
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10.- I would like to teach English through a book with short stories based 

on values 

Table 22 

Category 
Numbers of 
Responses 

Responses in 
Percentages 

5 Always 45 88% 

4 Almost Always 0 0% 

3 Sometimes  6 12% 

2 Almost Never 0 0% 

1 Never 0 0% 

Total 51 100% 
SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Graphic 20 

 

SOURCE: "Dr. Carlos Julio Pérez Perasso" High school 
ELABORATED BY: Ada Cuenca and Ingrid Chávez 

Analysis: Teachers were convinced that it is necessary to implement new 

resources to socialize the content to their students, since more than half of 

the respondents said they fully agree on what was consulted, just as they 

believe that using a book with short stories based on Values would 

strengthen the knowledge of the subject of English in its students. 

Comment: The goal of reading is to make it possible to understand written 

materials, evaluate them and use them for our needs. 
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TEACHER INTERVIEW 

 The present interview was developed in order to deepen in the 

information compiled about the influence of short stories in development of 

the reading skills.  

1. How often do you apply strategies to increase the reading skills?             

 Answer:  Occasionally. 

2. Do you teach your students how to read in a comprehensively way? 

 Answers:  yes 

3. What kind of reading do you use in classes for motivating the interest to 

read? 

 Answer:  topics in relation to their age, nothing scientific only about music, 

and   stories. 

4. How do you notice when the students understood the reading? 

 Answer:  on the basis of their answers to the questions about the reading. 

5. Do you develop comprehension analysis after each reading? 

 Answer:  Yes 

6. Do you consider the reading learning process important? 

Answer:  yes, because the reading can help develop the knowledge while 

learning new things. 

7. Do you consider that you students have difficulties in reading 

comprehension? 

Answer: In general term, yes, they have. 

8. Do you know what does short stories as strategies consist of?  
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Answers: It is to read and understand the text and serve to develop better 
knowledge. 

9. In what level of reading are your students according to the National 
English Curriculum (A1/A/2; B/1 B/2)? 

Answer: For me, they are in level A 1 

10. Do you consider that the reading activities that you develop in classes 

are positive? 

Answer:  Yes, because I try to teach short and comprehensive topics. 

11. What aspects of reading do you find more difficult: textual inferences, 
elaboration of exercises or search and textual selection? 

Answers: in the research and textual selection. 

12. What activities are more important to develop in reading 
comprehension?  

Answer: answer questions, underline verbs. 

13. Which are the methodological aspects for reading didactic treatment? 

Answer:  Before reading, motivation about the topic, show pictures, 
brainstorming and questions. 

 

DISCUSS OF TEACHER INTERVIEW RESULTS 

According to result of teacher interview the conclusion is deficient in the 

develop of strategies and techniques and deficient of resources as texts 

that help to increase the practice of the reading skills in this educative unit 

because the teacher has sufficient interest of teaching but the students not 

have enough interest for the reading.  
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTIC  
SHEET OF OBSERVATION OF CLASS 

Date: ………………..  

Teacher’s name: ………………………………….. 

Grade: ………………. 

Number of students present: …………… 

Content: ……………….. 

Objective: To determine the influence of short stories in the development of reading 

skills in English language. 

References: 

1 2 3 4 5 

Excellent Suitable 
Moderately 

suitable 

Suitable 

little 

Not possible to 

observe 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE THE CLASS 1 2 3 4 5 

1. Teacher begins the class with an exploration of previous 
knowledge of the Topic. 

  X   

2. Teacher shows the creativity in the creation of the initial class.     x 
3. Teacher transmits enthusiasm and interest.     X 
4. Teacher shows concrete material of support  for the listening class.     X 
5. The resources are used properly.     X 
DURING THE CLASS       
6. Teacher explains the themes clearly.    X  
7. Teacher follows a logical and coordinated sequence.    X  
8. Teacher synthesizes and emphasize when necessary.    X  
9.  Promotes the student participation, and verifies their 

comprehension after of listening exercises. 
    X 

10.  Teacher attends the students with learning problems.   X   
ABOUT STUDENTS       
11.  Teacher organized and productive work.    X  
12. Responsibility in fulfilling activities.    X  
 ABOUT THE PEDAGOGICAL SKILLS OF TEACHERS      
13.   Teacher promotes the utilization of study skills.     X 

14.  Performs the presentation of content and Guideline objectives to 
achieve during the class. 

    X 

15.   Dominion of content    X  
16.   Teacher shows an attitude of openness to the comments and 

questions of the student. 
   X  
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ANALYSIS OF OBSERVATION SHEET RESULTS 

 

     In the analysis made by mean the application of this instrument was not 

possible to observe to teachers show the creativity in the creation of the 

initial class. Neither promotes the students participation, and either verifies 

their comprehension after of listening or reading class. Finally, teachers do 

not promote the utilization of study skills. 

 

 This research work will contribute to a better academic 

development of the students and will improve the teaching system. 
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CORRELATION BETWEEN VARIABLES 

          With respect to the use of Chi Square it is demonstrated the correlation of 

variables, therefore, it remains to proven that there is lack in teaching of reading skills. 

CROSSTABS 

  /TABLES=Short stories BY Reading Skills 

/FORMAT=AVALUE TABLES 

  /STATISTICS=CHISQ CC CORR 

  /CELLS=COUNT EXPECTED 

  /COUNT ROUND CELL 

  /BARCHART. 

Tablas cruzadas 
 

Resumen de procesamiento de casos 

 

Casos 

Válido Perdidos Total 

N Porcentaje N Porcentaje N Porcentaje 

You believe reading is 

important in your 

learning process* You 

consider that using 

short stories would 

improve your reading 

comprehension in the 

English language. 

31 100,0% 0 0,0% 31 100,0% 

 

You believe reading is important in your learning process *You consider that using short 

stories would improve your reading comprehension in the English language. 

Tabulacióncruzada 

Recuento 

 

You consider that using short stories would 

improve your reading comprehension in the 

English language 

Total Sometimes Almost Never Never 

You believe reading is 

important in your learning 

process 

Almost Never 1 14 0 15 

Never 
0 3 13 16 

Total 1 17 13 31 
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Pruebas de chi-cuadrado 

 Valor gl 

Sig. asintótica 

(2 caras) 

Chi-cuadrado de Pearson 21,107
a
 2 ,000 

Razón de verosimilitud 27,099 2 ,000 

Asociación lineal por lineal 19,190 1 ,000 

N de casosválidos 31   

a. 2 casillas (33,3%) han esperado un recuento menor que 5. El recuento 

mínimo esperado es 0,48. 

 

Medidassimétricas 

 Valor 

Error 

estándarasint

ótico
a
 Aprox. S

b
 

Aprox. 

Sig. 

Nominal por 

Nominal 

Coeficiente de 

contingencia 
,636   ,000 

Intervaloporintervalo R de persona ,800 ,076 7,175 ,000
c
 

Ordinal por ordinal Correlación de 

Spearman 
,818 ,082 7,670 ,000

c
 

N de casosválidos 31    

a. No se supone la hipótesis nula. 

b. Utilización del error estándar asintótico que asume la hipótesis nula. 

c. Se basa en aproximación normal. 
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Once realized the correlation of variables of the investigation using 

the Chi square, it appears that there is a relationship between the 

variables. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

           This chapter shows the conclusions and recommendations based 

on the results obtained with the empirical techniques. 

 

CONCLUSIONS: 

 

 Most students do not feel motivated to read; When they do it is for 

obligation to fulfill valued activities. 

 The lack of reading stimulation in the students is very perceptible, 

since they have some difficulties to read. 

 It has been verified that the majority of the teachers do not use 

methodological strategies in the development of the reading skills of 

the students of eighth grade, with which it does not have students 

motivated towards the reading. 

 Understanding a text is very important for students reading habits, 

as they find it very difficult to understand what they read. 

 There is a need to propose a booklet on short stories as 

methodology where the student understands what he reads and is 

the builder of his own knowledge, practice criticism, reflection, self-

awareness, self-control, self-motivation, emphasis, work 

Cooperative, and can freely express their ideas in the classroom 

and in their daily lives. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Provide a short stories booklet by establishing methodological 

strategies to improve reading skills of students in tenth grade of "Dr. 

Carlos Julio Perez Perasso" High school 

 Promote more interest in reading at this level and other later levels 

of education. 

 Develop fun, practical and interesting strategies for the student to 

show interest in it. 

 Provide the institution with an attractive booklet for students. 

 Correct application of methodological strategies by teachers with 

the students. 
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CHAPTER IV 

 

THE PROPOSAL 

TITLE 

 

Elaboration of a short stories booklet with values to improve reading skills 

 

JUSTIFICATION 

 

The interest of this research was based on the importance of English 

language learning for middle school students. While it is true that 

communication is a complex process, since it has to be spontaneous and 

indispensable in an increasingly globalized world that requires more 

interaction. Within the learning of the English language as a foreign 

language, one of the most frequent challenges that learners face in 

developing the ability of reading skills is that they do not have the capacity 

to extract information from what is read, interpreted and Reflect on the 

practice of some activity. 

 

In this regard, after the results of the analysis of the results it was 

determined that the proposal would increase as an effective tool to 

improve the teaching-learning for eighth graders of "Dr. Carlos Julio Perez 

High School, where detected low reading performance in developing 

reading skills, and the causes evidenced were: deficient in understanding 

words, lack of reading ability and lack of teaching resources for the 

treatment of reading activities. 

 

For this reason, this proposal is also relevant because it will be a great 

contribution within the learning of the English language in special in the 

reading class, since according to the problematic presented there are not 
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the sufficient resource to increase and encourage to the students in 

reading, for it is necessary to develop the reading skills to have better 

communication that aims to increase the lexical, grammatical structures 

and pronunciation, taking it to be effective through the mechanisms that 

enable the attainment of this purpose. 

 

In conclusion, with a new tool applied teaching – learning in English 

students will develop their ability in this language satisfactorily, so with the 

use of a short stories booklet with activities for checking students´ 

comprehension of each reading, it is sure that with this booklet, it will be 

the most effective tool to learn to read, which will benefit students. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF PROPOSAL 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

 

To improve the development of reading skills, so that the educational work 

is more efficient and effective, through the use of short stories. 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

 

1.- To make known the importance of reading in the teaching-

learning processes. 

 

2.- To use short stories as a tool for the development of reading 

skills. 
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3.- To identify specific methods or techniques for the development 

of reading skills. 

 

THEORETICAL ASPECTS 

 

This proposal is an opening to the knowledge acquired by people who 

are produced through reading, as it is based on aspects of skills 

development through different techniques, methodologies and strategies 

that circulate within the educational process, it means that reading 

correctly, mastering all the reading skills required, this is a long learning 

process that begins in school, but must be followed with practice and 

dedication. 

 

As a regard Cassany (2006) mentioned that " the reading is the most 

powerful instrument of learning; reading books, newspapers or papers the 

persons can learn any of the disciplines of known human being" (p.57), 

this means that it implies the development of cognitive capacities: the 

reflection, the critical spirit, the conscience, etc., who efficiently learns to 

read the reading turns into a transcendental learning for the education and 

for the intellectual growth which related directly to the capacities of the 

reading. 

 

Furthermore, it is important to mention that reading is fundamental into 

society, because it is applied in different jobs it helps to develop the 

thinking, language skills and to discover new things. It is evident that 

students would achieve that understanding is the support of English skills, 

as well as short stories contribute to the good performance of students 

achieving reading skills develop well, but this would depend basically on 

the encouragement they receive students. 
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DIDACTIC FOUNDATION 

 

In addition, this proposal is based from the didactic point of view, since 

it is based on the theoretical foundation of variables:  Influence of the short 

stories in the development of reading skills in English, where with the use 

of the appropriate material to their level, so students will gain new 

knowledge, because teaching reading needs to be interrelated with our 

daily experiences and teachers should take these opportunities to expand 

their skills in students, so that they can achieve their purposes. 

 

Therefore, the elaboration and application of a booklet with activities of 

short stories  that encourages reading skills, it will seek for students to 

stimulate and motivate students to express themselves in other language 

in order to obtain to be better professional readers, knowing simple 

grammatical structures and basic vocabulary that they can be used in 

everyday conversations cited by Brumfit and Carter (1986), stories are 

easy to finish, definite to understand and 'attract the students attention’ 

more than any other normal passage' which is beneficial for teachers to 

attract students towards English reading. Stories can help students to 

predict or guess the meaning of difficult words. 

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 

As for the psychological foundation, this thesis considers approaches 

by Piaget (1984), children are able to transform knowledge and build new 

learning from the guide that the teacher has given them and in some 

cases, are able to question what they learn daily. Moreover, this proposal 

is based on the psychological foundation that has always represented the 
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knowledge that gives the values of cognitive development and 

communication. 

 

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION 

 

It is considered that the philosophical foundation evident in this 

proposal because it represents the knowledge of man about the world in 

general and tries to point the way of obtaining new knowledge, according 

to Enríquez (2009), says that: "... the philosophical conception of man 

assumes three components; the man as cultural, historical and social 

being" (p.173), and Prado (2009), determinates that: "For the transmission 

of values, the quality of relationships with significant people in their lives 

as their parents, siblings, relatives, friends and teachers is of vital 

importance"(p.40). This means that learning takes place from the attitude 

shown by the people who surround the student to any social, ethical, 

moral and religious aspects. 

 

In agreement, these authors have contributed so that this proposal the 

language is present in the human thinking activity therefore it is necessary 

to consider these convictions to foster the intellectual development of 

students. 

 

SOCIOLOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 

Regarding the sociological foundation determines how learning comes 

through the social world according to Álvarez (1997), "Economic, political, 

cultural and ideological relations, determine the actions of men, including 

education. In this conception, society is part of a concrete material 
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situation that evolves historically in a process of conflicts through 

contradictions, source of movement and development. ". In short, the 

sociological foundation gives relevance to this proposal because as 

students will be formed through social world within the teaching-learning 

process. 

 

PEDAGOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 

Therefore, the pedagogical foundation has been part of man's 

knowledge to gain new knowledge according to Vygotsky, the higher 

functions are the result of a process of cultural mediation, especially 

through language and activity, under conditions of social interaction and 

subject to social historical laws. In conclusion, pedagogy foundation 

contributes to this proposal because it holds that educational institutions 

should promote personal growth processes student considering the 

background and the activity to be resolved, being through reading. 

 

FEASIBILITY OF ITS APPLICATION 

 

It was considered that the proposal is feasible to execute because 

according to the definition of resources and the design of the proposal it is 

expected that all those involved in the institution, implement and 

appropriate use of the booklet methodological strategies that will making 

consideration for which somehow improve the quality of student learning 

as an indispensable tool to increase themselves reading skills and 

consistently demonstrate their knowledge and ability through the proposed 

activities. 
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FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY 

 

From the financial point of view, this proposal will be paid for by the 

researchers of this investigation. 

Budget table 

ITEM QUANTITY COST ($) 

Reamsofpaper 3 10,50 

Internet($15monthly) 18(months) 270,00 

Copy 800 20,00 

Prints 1000 50,00 

Cellphonerecharge 18(months) 50,00 

Ink 4 40,00 

Ringed 3 9,00 

Plastered 2 36,00 

Transportation 18(months) 75,00 

TOTAL $ 568,50 

 

HUMAN FEASIBILITY 

 

In the human talent, it is considered to the researchers, to the 

students, teachers and authorities of the institution that they participated in 

the developing of this work. 

 

LEGAL FEASIBILITY 

 

This proposal is legally based on what is established in the Organic 

Law of Intercultural Education (LOEI) (2012) provides “in culture of peace 
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between peoples and non-violence between people, and an Intercultural 

social intercourse, pluractional, democratic and solidarity”. In conclusion, 

with the use of booklet the students will obtain the new knowledge through 

the short stories to develop their reading skills. 

 

POLITICAL FEASIBILITY 

 

Its political feasibility is based on the strategic guidelines of the Plan of 

Good Living in Objective4 1e, guarantee access to necessary educational 

resources for the good performance, attendance and permanence of the 

population of school age to the National System of Public Education, 

obtaining Good results as an educational community and training good 

citizens for society in order to improve interaction between education, 

scientific and technological research and expand educational opportunities 

at higher levels. 

 

Currently the Ministry of Education has given change in teaching 

English since it is strengthening, for it was based on the guidelines of the 

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

The proposal has become a viable alternative means and solution, so 

this project proposes the application of a methodological guide with 

strategies in order to improve the quality of student learning, and thus 

ensures social welfare, coexistence peaceful and the development of skills 

of the beneficiaries. 
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In order to the application of this proposal would benefit the whole 

educational community, which will improve the following aspects: 

 

1. It will identify techniques and the didactic tendencies to develop the 

ability within the reading skills. 

 

2. Design and starting of the educational project with the aim of 

dominating the ability of the reading skills. 

 

 

3. Strengthening of a curricular model by means of a useful resource 

material for the school. 

 

4. Interest to go on with his formation of autonomous way. 

 

 

METHODOLOGICAL ALTERNATIVE: 

 

The issues contained in the proposal are: 

 

I. Introduction 

II Methodological recommendations for the teacher/student. 

III Description of the stages. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This booklet contains all the necessary information on the subject 

Foreign Language and Teaching of how to develop reading skills in 

English, like: content, objectives, methodology, evaluation criteria, etc. as 

well as necessary guidelines to successfully develop the activities and that 

will help to teachers and study of the student autonomously. 

 

This short stories booklet is a potential to increase the ability, relating 

to the reading skills of students in Eighth Grade. In addition, this booklet 

will favor as a teaching resource with activities that will be used to 

supplement the reading class. 

 

The activities were developed considering the vocabulary that 

students have, thus ensuring a meaningful and fun learning with simple 

and clear activities. The strategies were designed taking into account the 

items found during the investigation without neglecting the reading skills. 

Therefore, the booklet will support teachers to increase the understanding 

and so students are able to show their ability in language.  

 

In conclusion, this methodological booklet allows the teacher to update 

the knowledge of learning techniques to develop in students the capacity 

of reading and good use of them to improve the learning English. Here is 

the booklet with techniques that develop reading, the same must apply 

into planning as a complementary activity. 
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METHODOLOGICAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

FOR THE TEACHER 

 

The teacher should take into consideration the methodological 

recommendations made by the Ministry of Education through the English 

Curriculum Guidelines in order to obtain a criterion analysis of the new 

educational model and curriculum redesign of the English language, 

presents the following: 

 

1. Consider the facilities of the community as the first educational 

resource for understanding the natural environment. 

 

2. Identify the presence of pre-requisites for students. 

 

3. When you start treating each unit, analyze the objectives proposed. 

 

4. The development of the activities should be done with the active 

techniques that were analyzed in the theoretical framework. 

 

5. Remember that the techniques proposed aim to develop the skill of 

speaking in English, so you must apply them correctly, valuing 

effort, originality of each. 

 

Basically, the teacher is required to encourage students, to give them 

confidence and security through prior knowledge, and emphasize that it is 

important to understand the overall meaning of the words. Furthermore, 

the application of this methodological guide as a valuable educational 

resource to allow students to improve their knowledge and skills in 

communication and achieve greater academic improvement. 

 



 

 

86 

 

FOR THE STUDENT 

 

In order to achieve success has designed this booklet, but students 

must meet the following recommendations: 

1. Read carefully the general objectives of the booklet. 

 

2. Analyze the specific objectives of the activities. 

 

3. Read carefully each item and list the aspects that require 

expansion. 

 

4. Consult aspect of difficulty to master. 

 

5. Complete the proposed tasks being implement your skills and 

creative talent. 

 

Definitely with the implementation of this project benefits so the 

educational community which will be improved in the following: 

 

1. Identify and apply methodological strategies to acquire 

comprehension in reading skills. 

 

2. Design and implementation of the educational project in order to 

master the ability of reading. 

 

3. Strengthening a curriculum model through a useful methodology 

booklet for school. 

4. Interest in continuing their education independently. 
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With all the above, it has been considered that the proposal will 

have great educational impact because it aims to improve the teaching 

and learning of new vocabulary in English through the application and use 

of methodological strategies that develop the ability in reading skills for 

total domination. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF STAGES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE  BEFORE 

READING  

DURING 

READING 

AFTER 

READING 

PAGES 

Activity 1 

The Cunning 

Fox and the 

Clever Stork 

Warm up 

Questions                                     

 Read the text 
out loud to the 
students or 
have the 
students read 
the text 
themselves. 

 Comprehensi
on questions. 

Methodological 

strategy:  

PRIOR 

KNOWLEDGE 

MAP                                     

1 

 

Activity 2 

King Midas 

MAKING 

PREDICTIONS 

CHART 

 Read the text 
out loud to the 
students or 
have the 
students read 
the text 
themselves. 

Methodological 

strategy:   
EVENTS 

CHAIN 

6 

Activity 3 

The Goose 

with the 

Golden Eggs 

. Identify words 

in the text to use 

as vocabulary to 

teach students 

before reading. 

Comprehension 

questions. 

Methodological 

strategy: 

VOCABULARY 

WORDS MAP 

11 

Activity 4 

The Lion and 

the Mouse 

Game: 

REVOLT 

BASKET 

 

 Read the text 
out loud to the 
students or 
have the 
students read 
the text 
themselves. 

Methodological 

strategy:    The 

Five W’s and 

How Map 

15 
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Activity 5 

Love & Time 

Game:  

WHO IS 

SIMILAR TO 

ME? 

Comprehension 

questions. 

Methodological 

strategy:  

SUMMARY 

CHART 

19 

Activity 6 

The hungry 

fox got 

caught in the 

tree trunk 

Game:  

HUNGMAN 

Read the text 

out loud to the 

students or 

have the 

students read 

the text 

themselves 

Methodological 

strategy:  

LET US LEARN 

ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR 

24 

Activity 7 

Proud Red 

Rose 

Game:  

MIMIC 

Read the text 

out loud to the 

students or 

have the 

students read 

the text 

themselves 

Methodological 

strategy:  

WORDS 

WALLETS 

27 

Activity 8 

Gold coins 

and a selfish 

man 

Game:  

DRAWING 

Read the text 

out loud to the 

students or 

have the 

students read 

the text 

themselves 

Methodological 

strategy:  

FOLLOW THE 

GUIDE 

32 

Activity 9 

The canary 

and the 

prophecy 

Game:  

MAKING 

PREDICTIONS 

Read the text 

out loud to the 

students or 

have the 

students read 

the text 

themselves 

Methodological 

strategy:  

SUM IT UP 

WITH 

STORYBOARD 

36 

Activity 10 

The hare and 

the tortoise 

Game:  

EVENTS OF 

THE LAST 

STORY 

Read the text 

out loud to the 

students or 

have the 

students read 

the text 

themselves 

Methodological 

strategy:  

BUILD WITH 

DETAILS 

39 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

 It is undeniable that knowing how to read in the society we live in is 

an aspect of great importance, due to this that the need to address this 

issue arises, according to the results obtained through the empirical 

techniques and in demonstrating the problem in the institution under study 

is that it has been determined the development of a short story booklet for 

development of the reading skills.  

  

 This proposal will help the teachers, it is important to use reading 

strategies to ensure that students are able to locate specific information in 

the text and make deductions and inferences that allow them a better 

understanding of what they read; make sure that is one of the main 

objectives; the intention is to make progressively better analysis of the text 

is that this requires a sustained work in all the General Education. 
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PRESENTATION 

 

 
 
This booklet contains all the necessary information on the 
subject Foreign Language and Teaching of how to develop 
reading in English, like: content, objectives, methodology, 
evaluation criteria, etc. as well as necessary guidelines to 
successfully develop the course and that will help to teachers 
and study of the student autonomously. 
For the realization of this guide it is taken reference of the 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM GUIDELINES ENGLISH AS A 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE that it is intended to help optimize every 
part of the book containing the readings Level 1 for students in 
Eighth of Basic Education. Contains various elements designed 
to support and enrich the educational strategies that could put 
into practice every day, students can also study autonomously. 
The "Being competent for reading" section explains briefly and 
simply the theoretical basis that this educational proposal, 
which has been driven in the first instance, to contribute the 
new curriculum reform rests. 
• The proposed content of the course for the weekly practices 
are organized; it can be adjusted to the needs and 
characteristics of the group. It’s simple and practical format 
facilitates planning of classwork. 
• The full reproduction of student book has two additional 
elements useful: the answers of all the activities and teaching to 
guide the work of each reading suggestions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This booklet is a potential to 

increase the reading skills, relating to the 

short stories with the students of Eighth 

Grade. In addition, this booklet will favor 

as a teaching resource with activities that 

will be used to supplement the reading 

skills. 

The activities were developed 

considering the vocabulary that students 

have, thus ensuring a meaningful and fun 

learning with simple and clear activities. 

The strategies were designed taking into 

account the items found during the 

investigation without neglecting the 

reading skills. Therefore, the booklet will 

support teachers to increase the speaking 

and so students are able to express 

emotions, feelings, describe orally, among 

others. 

In conclusion, this methodological 

booklet allows the teacher to update the 

knowledge of learning techniques to 

develop in students the skills of 

comprehension and good use of them to 

improve the ease and fluency of English. 

Here is the booklet with techniques that 

develop capacity, the same as when 

applied in a planned and allow students 

expressive form systematic and critical. 
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1.- Ask the students what they know about 

the title. You can make a transparency of the graphic organizer or write on 

the board what the students discuss.  

2. You can help the discussion by using the following the questions: 

 What do you know about the title? 

 What do you know that will help you understand the reading? 

 What do the picture tell you about the text? 

 What does this remind you of? 

 What can you tell us about the title? 

 Do the words and pictures remind you of something that you know 

about the title? 

3. Show flashcard about the reading. Have them guess about the title  

4. Tell the students that they will be reading a text. What they know about a 

text will help them understand the text and make the text more interesting 

to read. 

 

 

 

Before Reading 

Activity 1 



Short Stories 
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The Cunning Fox 
and the Clever Stork 

 
 

 

 

 

Once upon a time, there lived a very cunning and mischievous 
fox. He used to speak to other animals sweetly and gain their 
trust, before playing tricks on them. 

One day the fox met a stork. He befriended the stork and acted 
like a very good friend. Soon, he invited the stork to have a 
feast with him. The stork happily accepted the invitation. 

The day of the feast came, and the stork went to the fox’s 
house. To her surprise and disappointment, the fox said that he 
could not make a big feast as promised, and just offered some 
soup. When he brought the soup out of the kitchen, the stork 
saw that it was in a shallow bowl! 

The poor stork could not have any soup with its long bill, but the 
fox easily licked the soup from the plate. As the stork just 
touched the soup with the tip of its bill, the fox asked her, “How 
is the soup? Don’t you like it?” 

The hungry stork replied, “Oh it is good, but my stomach is 
upset, and I can’t take any more soup!” 

“I’m sorry for troubling you,” said the fox. 

During Reading 



Short Stories 
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The stork replied, “Oh 
dear, please don’t say 
sorry. I have some 
health problem and 
cannot enjoy what you 
offer.”  

She left the place after 
thanking the fox, and 
inviting him to her 
house for dinner. The 
day arrived and the fox 
reached the stork’s place. After exchanging pleasantries, the 
stork served soup for both of them, in a narrow jar with a long 
neck. She was able to have the soup very easily with her long 
bill, but the fox obviously could not. 

After finishing hers, the stork asked the fox if he was enjoying 
the soup. The fox remembered the feast he himself had given 
the stork, and felt very ashamed. He stammered, “I…I’d better 
leave now. I have a tummy ache.” 

Humiliated, he left the place running. 

 
Moral: One bad turn begets another. 
 

 

Retrieved from:  

http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_foxandstork.php 
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1. Tell the students that many nonfiction texts tell of events that happen in 

a certain order. Something happens first, second, third, and so on. There 

is a beginning, middle, and an ending. 

2. Remind the students of a text that you read to them recently or a text 

that they may all know. Have the students retell the main events of the 

reading in the order in which they happen. Make sure they tell main events 

from the beginning, middle, and ending of the reading. 

3. Have the students tell what happened first, second, third, and so on. 

You may want to make a transparency of the graphic organizer and put it 

on an overhead. Fill out the graphic organizer as the students supply the 

information. Fill in the boxes in the order that the events happen in the 

reading. 

4. Finally, give them a piece of paper with the activity: “Timeline” 
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TIMELINE 

 

Fill in each box with an event from the text in the order in which they 

happen. 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

1
 

2
 

3
 4
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1. Read the title of the reading to the 

students. Show them any pictures. Do not show the students the words to 

the reading. 

2. Make a transparency of the “Making Predictions Chart”. Put it on the 

overhead and write the name of the text on the chart. Have the students 

make predictions about what they think the title will be about. Have them 

tell why they think this. Write several of these predictions on the 

transparency. 

3. Have the students work alone or in pairs. Have them write their 

predictions about the passage on their “Making Predictions Chart”. Give 

them piece of paper for doing the activity. 

4. Tell the students that they will be listening to or reading a passage.  

5. They may be making changes to their predictions as they read the 

passage.  

6. They are also to decide if their predictions were true or not. 

 

 

Before Reading 
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King Midas 

 

 

Once upon a time there was a very good king called Midas. He 

only had a defect, that he wanted for him all the gold in the 

world. 

One day he made a favour to a god. The god told him: 

  -I’ll grant you what you ask me. 

- I want that everything that I touch would be turn into gold. 

-What an stupid desire, Midas! That can bring you a lot of 

trouble. Think it, Midas, think it. 

-That’s the only thing I want. -Let it be that way, then. 

And the dresses that Midas was wearing turned into gold as 

well as a branch he touched or the doors of his house. Even the 

dog who went to say hello turned into a golden statue. 

During Reading 
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And Midas started worrying. The most serious thing was that 

when he wanted to eat, all the food turned into gold. Then 

Midas could not stand any more. He went running horrified 

looking for the god. 

-I told you, Midas- said the god- I told you. But now I can’t free 

you from the gift I gave you. Go to the river and enter in the 

water. If when you go out you are not free, then there will be 

nothing to do. 

Midas ran to the river and went into the water. He was there for 

a long time. Then he went out quite scared. The branches of 

the tree he touched, remained green and fresh. 

Midas was free! From then, the king lived in a hut that he had 

made by himself in the wood and there he died quietly as the 

humblest of the peasants. 

 

Retrieved from: http://www.conmishijos.com/ocio-en-casa/cuentos/cuentos-en-

ingles/cuento-king-midas.html 
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1. Tell the students that many nonfiction texts are written with events 

happening in order. Something happens first, second, third, and so on. 

2. Remind the students of a nonfiction text that you read to them recently 

or a nonfiction text that they may all know. Have the students retell the 

main events of the passage in the order in which they happen. Make sure 

they tell main events from the beginning, middle, and ending of the text. 

3. Have the students tell what happened first, second, third, and so on. 

You may want to make a transparency of the graphic organizer and put it 

on an overhead. Fill out the graphic organizer as the students supply the 

information. You can write on the lines or make the pictures first and then 

write on the lines. 
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EVENTS CHAIN 

Draw a picture in each box of what happens in the reading. Write 

about it on the lines below. 

        

        

        

        

        

        

     

 

First Second Third Last 
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1. Identify words in the text to use as vocabulary to teach students before 

reading. 

Choose words that are important for text, words that are used frequently 

so that students can have contact before, but would benefit from 

instruction in their meanings. 

2. Write on the chalkboard and read vocabulary words aloud. 

3. Tell students that these words can be confusing or difficult, but the 

vocabulary is necessary to understand the text. Then put on the board the 

“Vocabulary Words Map Chart ". 

4. Tell students what the words mean using a definition of the students will 

understand. Using the word in a sentence for providing students enough to 

help students understand the meaning context. 
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The Goose with 

the Golden Eggs 

 

Once upon a time, a man 

and his wife had the good 

fortune to have a goose 

which laid a golden egg every day. Lucky though they were, they soon 

began to think they were not getting rich fast enough. 

They imagined that if the bird is able to lay golden eggs, its insides must 

be made of gold. And they thought that if they could get all that precious 

metal at once, they would get mighty 

rich very soon. So the man and his 

wife decided to kill the bird.  

 

However, upon cutting the goose 

open, they were shocked to find that 

its innards were like that of any other goose! 

MORAL: THINK BEFORE YOU ACT  

Retrieved from: 
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1. For other words, the model of how to figure out the meaning of 

words that may be unfamiliar to students by the graphic organizer. 

Begin reading the passage aloud to students again.  

2. Read the words are not familiar with the students. Make a copy of 

the "vocabulary words Map" graphic organizer. Thinking aloud as 

the graphic organizer is used.  

3. Type the word in the first box.  

4. Type the phrase where the word. Identify and enter a password in 

the text. Decide what you think the word meanings and type in the 

box provided. Draw a picture of what you think the word means. 

Type the word in their own phrase. 
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Vocabulary Words Map 

Complete the vocabulary boxes as directed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD:   

Sentence where the word is found: 

Context Clue: 

What I think the word means: 

My picture of what the word means: 

Context Clue: 

My sentence: 
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1. Tell students that is time a game. 

REVOLT BASKET 

2. All students participate their chairs. The coordinator (teacher) 

is the center, standing. 

3. Development: When the coordinator any point saying, 

"Pineapple", it must respond partner name that is on your 

right. If you say: "Orange" should be the name that is on your 

left. If you make a mistake or it takes longer than three 

seconds to answer, turn to the coordinating center and takes 

his place. 

4. At the moment "basket Revolt" stated, all seat change. (The 

one in the center, should use this to occupy one and let the 

other partner center). 
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The Lion and the 

Mouse 

 

Once when a lion, the king of the jungle, was asleep, a little 
mouse began running up and down on him. This soon 
awakened the lion, who placed his huge paw on the mouse, 
and opened his big jaws to swallow him. 

"Pardon, O King!" cried the little mouse. "Forgive me this time. I 
shall never repeat it and I shall never forget your kindness. And 
who knows, I may be able to do you a good turn one of these 
days!” 

The lion was so tickled by the idea of the mouse being able to 
help him that he lifted his paw and let him go. 

Sometime later, a few hunters captured the lion, and tied him to 
a tree. After that they went in search of a wagon, to take him to 
the zoo.  

Just then the little mouse happened to pass by. On seeing the 
lion’s plight, he ran up to him and gnawed away the ropes that 
bound him, the king of the jungle. 

"Was I not right?" said the little mouse, very happy to help the 
lion. 

MORAL: Small acts of kindness will be rewarded greatly.  

Retrieved from: http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_lionandmouse.php 
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1. Tell students that events happen in stories about people, things or 

countries. Problems come up and solutions are tried. It is important for the 

reader to be able to tell about these events. 

The “Five W’s and How Map” can help with this. The five w’s are who, 

what, when, where, and why. The five w’s tell who is the event about, what 

will happen in the event, when will the event happen, where will the event 

happen, and why the event is important. The “How” tells how the event will 

happen. 

2. Remind the students that a text must read until to obtain the 

comprehension.  Make a copy of the graphic organizer. Have the students 

help you fill in the boxes for the five W’s and How of one event from the 

text. 

3. Tell the students that they will be reading a text and looking for the five 

w’s and how of an event in a text for checking their predictions. 
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Write about the five w’s and how of an event from a text in the boxes below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is it about: 

How will it 

happen: 
What will 

happen: 

Why is it 

important: 
When will it 

happen: 

Where will it 

happen:  

Event: 

The Five W’s and How Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Short Stories 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

Time a game 

WHO IS SIMILAR TO ME? 

Purpose: To facilitate communication, sometimes we find it 

hard. It stands out the importance of communication and 

personal knowledge. 

Development: 

• It is requested that each look to the group and see who is 

more like it. As they will be motivated stopping and invite their 

resemblance (who can not refuse) to talk to see if they actually 

resemble each other. 

• If you become people not chosen, they are asked to 

exchange pairs to see if they really are so different. 

• In plenary, a feed-back is given where experiences are 

heard and reflected very interesting. 
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A Hole in the Fence 

 

In a small village, a little boy lived with his 

father and mother. He was the only son. 

The parents of the little boy were very 

depressed due to his bad temper. The boy 

used to get angry very soon and taunt 

others with his words. His bad temper made him use words that hurt 

others. He scolded kids, neighbors and even his friends due to anger. His 

friends and neighbors avoided him, and his parents were really worried 

about him. 

His mother and father advised him many times to control his anger 

and develop kindness. Unfortunately, all their attempts failed. Finally, the 

boy’s father came up with an idea. 

One day, his father gave him a huge bag of nails. He asked his son 

to hammer one nail to the fence every time he became angry and lost his 

temper. The little boy found it amusing and accepted the task. 

Every time he lost his temper, he ran to the fence and hammered a 

nail. His anger drove him to hammer nails on the fence 30 times on the 

first day! After the next few days, the number of nails hammered on the 

fence was reduced to half. The little boy found it very difficult to hammer 

the nails and decided to control his temper. 
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Gradually, the number of nails hammered to the fence was reduced and 

the day arrived when no nail was hammered! The boy did not lose his 

temper at all that day. For the next several days, he did not lose his 

temper, and so did not hammer any nail. 

Now, his father told him to remove the nails each time the boy 

controlled his anger. Several days passed and the boy was able to pull out 

most of the nails from the fence. However, there remained a few nails that 

he could not pull out. 

The boy told his father about it. The father appreciated him and 

asked him pointing to a hole, “What do you see there?” 

The boy replied, “a hole in the fence!” 

He told the boy, “The nails were your bad temper and they were 

hammered on people. You can remove the nails but the holes in the fence 

will remain. The fence will never look the same. It has scars all over. Some 

nails cannot even be pulled out. You can stab a man with a knife, and say 

sorry later, but the wound will remain there forever. Your bad temper and 

angry words were like that! Words are more painful than physical abuse! 

Use words for good purposes. Use them to grow relationships. Use them 

to show the love and kindness in your heart!” 

 

Moral – Unkind words cause lasting damage: Let our words be kind 

and sweet. 

 

Retrieved from: http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_lionandmouse.php 
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1. Tell students that it is important that they are able to remember and tell 

about the most important parts of a text. It is important that they are able 

to remember then important parts of a text in the order in which they 

happen. This skill helps them understand and remember what they have 

read.  

2. Remind the students of a recent text that they all know. Or you may 

read a short text to the class. Make a transparency of the graphic 

organizer. Tell the students that they are going to help you fill in the 

important parts from the text and write a summary. 

3. Have the students help you put information from the text in the boxes on 

the graphic organizer. Then put these important parts together to form a 

summary. Write the summary in the bottom box on the graphic organizer. 

4. Tell the students after they have read a text looking for the important 

parts from the beginning, middle, and end in the order in which they 

happen to write a summary. 
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Write important parts from the passage in the boxes. Then write a summary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY CHART 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Part 

- Beginning 

Important 

Part - Middle 

Important 

Part - Middle 
Important 

Part - End 

SUMMARY 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Objective of the game: 

 To reinforce vocabulary learned as it becomes a fact experiential.  

GAME: HANGMAN 

1- Put on the board a picture of a man with a rope. 

2 Put on the board counting how many horizontal lines 

3- letters is the word that students try to guess. 

4- Ask letters to students, if the letters do not match choking man go, 

students have five opportunities. 

 

5. Students identify the meaning of new words that are within a given 

frame, with this strategy they can put graphics in the right way. 

6. Have students guess what word is hidden in this game by selecting one 

by one the letters that compose it. If you select the letter is in the word, it 

will appear in their proper place; if not, a part of the picture of a hangman 

appears. If the figure hangman is completed before the word you discover 

an error accumulates; if you can discover the whole word before this 

happens, you accumulate a success. 

Before Reading 
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The hungry fox who got 

caught in the tree trunk 

Once upon a time, there was a 
hungry fox that was looking for 
something to eat. He was very 
hungry. No matter how hard he 
tried, the fox could not find food. 
Finally, he went to the edge of the 
forest and searched there for food. 
Suddenly he caught sight of a big 
tree with a hole in it. 

Inside the hole was a package. 
The hungry fox immediately 
thought that there might be food in 
it, and became very happy. He 
jumped into the hole. When he 
opened the package, he saw 
slices of bread, meat and fruit in it! 

An old woodcutter had placed the 
food in the tree trunk before he began to cut down trees in the forest. He 
was going to eat it for his lunch. 

The fox happily began to eat. After he finished eating, he felt thirsty and 
decided to leave the hole and drink some water from a nearby spring. 
However, no matter how hard he tried, he could not get out of the hole. Do 
you know why? Yes, the fox had eaten so much food that he became too 
big to fit through the hole! 

The fox was very sad and upset. He told himself, “I wish I had thought a 
little before jumping into the hole.” 

 

Yes children, this is the result of doing something without thinking 

about it first. 
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Let us learn English grammar 

Can you pick out the adjectives and adverbs used in the story? 

Adjectives are words that describe/qualify a noun, and adverbs are words that 
describe/qualify a verb. 

Given below are some words from the story given above. Please write down 
against each word ‘adjective’ or ‘adverb’ as the case may be. 

1. hungry 
2. carefully 
3. big 
4. large 
5. juicy 
6. happily 
7. upset 
1. gloomily 

Answers 

1. hungry - adjective 
2. carefully - adverb 
3. big - adjective 
4. large - adjective 
5. juicy - adjective 
6. happily- adverb 
7. upset – adjective 
8. gloomily - adverb 

More stories with ‘fox’ as the main character 

Do you know that the fox is an animal that appears in many popular English 
stories for children? 

One story that immediately comes to mind is the fox that said the grapes are 
sour, when he could not get them, as they were too high for him to reach. 
Another is the famous story of the Gingerbread Man, in which the fox is portrayed 
as a very cunning animal. The Gingerbread Man, freshly baked, was running 
away from both humans and animals alike, who wanted to eat him. Finally, a fox, 
pretending to help him by carrying him on his shoulders across a river, showed 
his true colors by tossing him into his mouth and swallowing him! 

 

 

After Reading 
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http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_foxandgrapes.php
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Objective of the game: 

 Identify the meaning of vocabulary words through the strategy of grouping 

words. 

MIMIC GAME 

1. Explain the activity: guess the actions the student using the 

vocabulary is performing. 

2. This is the classic game of mimic, which not only allows pamper 

the actions represented on the charts, but also train the oral expression 

(for example: to guess the action, describing it), working vocabulary 

of actions and verbs. 

3. The drawings must show different categories: animals, musical 

instruments, transport, objects of daily life, clothing and activities and 

professions. 

4. Just print, cut and laminate the pictures, whose status is determined 

by a color. 

5. You can also make a die and place it on each side of the 

corresponding category, so each player to roll the dice know what type 

of category will play. 
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Proud Red Rose 

One beautiful spring day a red rose 

blossomed in a forest. As the rose looked 

around, a pine tree nearby said, “What a 

beautiful flower! I wish I was that lovely.” 

Another tree said, “Dear pine, do not be sad. 

We cannot have everything.” 

The rose turned and remarked, “It seems that I am the most beautiful 

flower in this forest.” 

A sunflower raised its yellow head and asked, “Why do you say that? In 

this forest, there are many beautiful flowers. You are just one of them.” 

The red rose replied, “I see everyone looking at me and admiring me.” 

Then the rose looked at a cactus and said, “Look at that ugly plant full of 

thorns!” 

The pine tree said, “Red rose, what kind of talk is this? Who can say what 

beauty is? You have thorns too.”. The proud red rose looked angrily at the 

pine and said, “I thought you had good taste! You do not know what 

beauty is at all. You cannot compare my thorns to that of the cactus.”. 

“What a proud flower,” thought the trees. 

The rose tried to move its roots away from the cactus, but it could not 

move. As the days passed, the red rose would look at the cactus and say 

insulting things, like ‘this plant is useless. How sorry I am to be his 

neighbor.’ The cactus never got upset and even tried to advise the rose, 

saying, “God did not create any form of life without a purpose.” Spring 

passed, and the weather became very warm. Life became difficult in the 

forest, as there was no rain. The red rose began to wilt. 
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One day the rose saw sparrows stick their 

beaks into the cactus and then fly away, 

refreshed. This was puzzling, and the red 

rose asked the pine tree what the birds 

were doing. The pine tree explained that 

the birds were getting water from the 

cactus. 

“Does it not hurt when they make holes?” asked the rose. “Yes, but the 

cactus does not like to see the birds suffer,” replied the pine. 

The rose opened its eyes in wonder and exclaimed, “The cactus has 

water?” 

“Yes, you can also drink from it. The sparrow can bring water to you if you 

ask the cactus for help.” 

The red rose felt too ashamed to ask for water from the cactus, but finally 

it did ask for help. The cactus kindly agreed. The birds filled their beaks 

with water and watered the rose’s roots. 

Thus, the rose learned a lesson and never judged anyone by their 

appearance again. 
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Word Wallets 
Direction:  While students read the story, they have to collect new 

interesting words and write the words in the wallet. 
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Drawing games 

Guess the picture 

Materials 

• Board 

Procedure 

1. Write the heading of the reading. Then one person comes to the front 

and starts to draw a picture. 

2. The students must try to guess what the picture is before the person 

has finished drawing it. 

3. The person who guesses correctly comes to the front to draw another 

picture. 
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Gold Coins and a Selfish Man 

Sam was a greedy and selfish man. He always 

desired to have lots and lots of money and 

never hesitated to cheat others to make 

money. Also, he never wished to share 

anything with others. He paid very low wages 

to his servants. 

However, one day, he learned a lesson that 

changed his life forever. 

It so happened that one day, a small bag that belonged to Sam was missing. The 

bag had 50 gold coins in it. Sam searched high and low for the bag, but could not 

find it. Sam’s friends and neighbours also joined in the search, but all their efforts 

were in vain. 

After a couple of days, the ten year old daughter of a man working for Sam found 

the bag. She told her father about it. Her father identified the bag as the one that 

was missing, and immediately decided to take it to his master. 

He gave the bag back to his master Sam, and asked him to check whether the 

bag had 50 gold coins. Sam was exultant to get the coins back, but he decided to 

play a trick. He shouted at his worker, “there were 75 gold coins in this bag but 

you gave me only 50! Where are the other coins? You have stolen them!” 

The worker was shocked to hear this and pleaded his innocence. Selfish and 

greedy, Sam did not accept the worker’s story, and decided to take the issue to 

court. 

The judge heard both the sides. He questioned the daughter and the worker 

about the number of coins they had found in the bag, and they assured it was 

only 50. 
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He cross-examined Sam and Sam replied, “Yes my lord, I had 75 gold coins in 

my bag, and they gave me only 50. Hence, it is quite obvious that they have 

stolen 25 coins!” 

The judge then asked, “Are you sure that your bag had 75 coins?” 

Sam nodded vigorously. 

The judge then made his judgment. 

“Since Sam lost a bag of 75 gold coins and the bag found by the girl had only 50 

coins, it is obvious that the bag that was found does not belong to Sam. It was 

lost by someone else. If anyone finds a bag of 75 gold coins, I will declare that it 

belongs to Sam. As there are no complaints about the loss of 50 coins, I order 

the girl and his father to take those 50 coins as a token of appreciation for their 

honesty!” 

Honesty will always be rewarded and greed punished! 
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Follow the Guide 
DI RECTIONS: 

1. Read one paragraph in your story. 
 

2. Think about the characters, the setting, and the problem. 
 

3. Draw and write what you remember in the boxes below. Use this sheet 
to help you tell about the story to a friend. 
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1. Read the title of the reading to the students. Show them any pictures. 

Do not show the students the words to the reading. 

2. Make a transparency of the “Making Predictions Chart”. Put it on the 

overhead and write the name of the text on the chart. Have the students 

make predictions about what they think the title will be about. Have them 

tell why they think this. Write several of these predictions on the 

transparency. 

3. Have the students work alone or in pairs. Have them write their 

predictions about the passage on their “Making Predictions Chart”. Give 

them piece of paper for doing the activity. 

4. Tell the students that they will be listening to or reading a passage.  

5. They may be making changes to their predictions as they read the 

passage.  

6. They are also to decide if their predictions were true or not. 

 
 

Before Reading 



Short Stories 
 

37 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Canary and the Prophecy 
THERE was another boy, a little older. 
He was very fond of birds and felt willing 
to do anything he was able to perform, to 
earn money enough to buy himself a 
canary and a cage. Very soon he 
managed to find employment, sometimes 
one thing and sometimes another, 
always so prompt, faithful and cheerful 
that he soon found persons inquiring 
after him, instead of having to hunt work. 

After what seemed a very long time, for 
birds used to be very dear in those days, 
my little friend had a sum sufficient, and 
started out, as happy as could be, to 
make his purchase. The bird was 
selected ; the price was $5.oo, and the 
cage was $1.50. He then bought ten 
cents' worth of seed to feed it, intending 
to soon purchase more. The merchant 
began laughing and ridiculing him about 
the small package of feed. The poor boy 
left the store with his treasure, but far 
from being as happy as when he entered 

it, and going home with burning cheeks and heavy heart, he told his gentle mother. 

The father arrived and was informed and immediately started down town. When he 
entered the store, the merchant knew something was coming, and soon found out 
what it was. ''Where was your man- hood when you could ridicule a little child that 
had worked for weeks and weeks to pay you a high price for a bird and cage? I 
promise you here that that boy will rise and have name and wealth when you are 
down and poor! You may watch him and I will watch you!" 

The man of avarice shrank before the eye and voice of the man who uttered those 
significant words. 

Within ten years the merchant had lost his fine store, his comfortable home property, 
and was scarcely earning a living, besides being an object of sympathy, from his 
altered health and dejected appearance. Two years later, and while he still lived, the 
boy had realized the fulfillment of that portion of his father's prophecy which related to 
him, by an office of trust and emolument, which his proven integrity and ability had 
qualified him for, being conferred upon him. 

Retrieved from: http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_lionandmouse.php 

 

During Reading 



Short Stories 
 

38 

 

 

 

Sum it up with Storyboards 

 

DI RECTIONS: 

1. Read the story. 

 

2. Draw what happens first. Make a note telling about your drawing. 

 

3. Add sketches and notes until you have included four of 

the most important or main events describing what 

happens at the beginning, middle, and end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Note:                          2. Note: ___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Note:                          4. Note: ___________________ 
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1. Have the students make paragraphs of the events the last story.  

2. Have the students share their chain of events with the rest of the class. 

3.  Organizes the class to form a round table, choose six students and 

assigns each student places that make up the panel, the remaining 

students will be the audience. 

4. The teacher is the facilitator who guides the discussion. 

Remember that the goal of a Round Table is to identify and clarify 

a theme parks is presented to an audience also analyzing a situation from 

different angles, identifying advantages and disadvantages of a process 

and stimulate interest in a topic. But consider the following: 

 Not supported speeches but short interventions. 

 Roundtable can last between 15 and 45 minutes. 

 It is up to the moderator to introduce the topic, coordinating the 

discussion and finally to summarize. 

 The audience should have a basic knowledge of the issues and 

interest in deepening. 
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The Hare and the Tortoise 

There once was a speedy Hare who bragged about how fast he could run. Tired 
of hearing him boast, the Tortoise 
challenged him to a race. All the animals 
in the forest gathered to watch. 
The Hare ran down the road for a while 
and then paused to rest. He looked back 
at the tortoise and cried out, "How do you 
expect to win this race when you are 
walking along at your slow, slow pace?" 

The Hare stretched himself out alongside 
the road and fell asleep, thinking, "There is 
plenty of time to relax." 

The Tortoise walked and walked, never ever stopping until he came to the finish 
line. 

The animals who were watching cheered 
so loudly for Tortoise that they woke up 
the Hare. The Hare stretched, yawned 
and began to run again, but it was too 
late. Tortoise had already crossed the 
finish line. 

Moral: Slow and steady wins the race. 
This is the story that we have all grown up 
with. But recently, two additions have 
been proposed to the story. 

Addition 1 

After being defeated by the tortoise, the hare did some soul-searching. He knew 
that though he had tried hard in the beginning, he was not consistent, and had 
grown overconfident. He was determined to undo his mistakes, and invited 
tortoise for another race. This time, the rabbit was careful to run the whole 
distance, and of course, emerged the winner. 

Moral: Fast and consistent may be better than slow and steady. 

Addition 2 

Well, after emerging the loser in the second race, the tortoise thought long and 
hard. He knew that in any traditional terrain, the hare would win, if he was fast 
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and consistent. Therefore, he thought of a non-traditional terrain for the race. 
Then he invited the rabbit for another race. This time the rabbit laughed out loud, 
thinking that the tortoise was out of his head. But the tortoise insisted that there 
should be another race and the terrain would be decided by the tortoise. The 
rabbit agreed to the idea. 

The race began. The rabbit was leading in front, with the tortoise far back 
trundling along. Around half way through the race, they came across a river. The 
rabbit halted on the bank of the river, wondering how to cross the river. 
Meanwhile, the tortoise approached the river slowly, got in to the water, swam 
across, climbed up on the other bank, ran the last few kilometers, and won the 
race. 

Moral: when your capabilities are below par, choose a playing ground that 
gives you a natural advantage. 
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Build with Details 

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Preview the article or book to see what you can learn about the topic. 

Read the title 

and first and last sentences. Look at any pictures, charts, or words in bold. 
2. Read the article or book all the way through. Write the title in the space 

below. 
3. List the details the writer gives about the subject in the separate boxes. 
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