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ABSTRACT
This project is directed at students of the 10th grade of GBE, in the
"Provincia de Chimborazo" high school in Guayaquil. The problems that
have been observed in this institution are the deficiencies of reading
comprehension because it is not very often executed, in turn the
deficiency of didactic material, which is primordial at the moment in which
the student learns a foreign language; It is important to point out that this
has interfered in the student’s level, who do not have the necessary
vocabulary to understand small readings in English, this being one of the
main reasons why it has been decided to implement a booklet with
interactive short stories, in order to help them to enrich their lexicon. The
main objective of the researchers is that students do not feel the obligation
to read, but motivate them to do it for pleasure, since it is there where one
learns a language better. It should be added, that according to the results
of the surveys, it was found that students are very interested in practicing
comprehensive reading and, above all, improving their English knowledge.
On the one hand, the booklet obtain some short stories considering that it
has exercises that lead the student to read in a deeper way so as to be
able to solve them, while promoting short stories using romantic, mystery,
fantasy and funny stories. As a conclusion, it is stated that the booklet
presented to the students was of great impact, taking into account that it is
a way to motivate them to practice reading, since it will be a great help in
the way of knowing.
KEY WORDS: short stories, reading, comprehension, exercise, booklet,
English.
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RESUMEN
Este proyecto está dirigido a estudiantes de Décimo año de Educación
General Básica, en el colegio “Provincia de Chimborazo” en Guayaquil.
Los problemas que se han observado en esta institución son deficiencias
de comprensión lectora porque no se lo ejecuta a mendo, a su vez la
deficiencia de material didáctico, el cual es primordial en el momento en
que el estudiante aprende una lengua extranjera. Es importante señalar
que esto ha interferido en el nivel del estudiante, quien no tiene el
vocabulario necesario para entender lecturas cortas en Ingles, siendo esta
una de las principales razones por la que se ha decidido implementar un
folleto con historias cortas interactivas, con el fin de ayudarlos a
enriquecer su léxico. El objetivo principal de las investigadoras es que los
estudiantes no sientan la obligación de leer, sino motivarlos a hacerlo por
placer, ya que es ahí donde uno aprende mejor un idioma. Cabe agregar,
que de acuerdo con los resultados de las encuestas, se encontró que los
estudiantes están muy interesados en practicar lecturas comprensivas y,
sobre todo, mejorar su conocimiento de Ingles.
Por un lado, el folleto obtiene algunas historias cortas considerando que
tiene ejercicios que llevan al estudiante a leer en una forma más profunda
para poder resolverlos, mientras promueve historias cortas usando
historias románticas, de misterio, de fantasías y divertidas. Como
conclusión, se expresa que el folleto presentado a los estudiantes fue de
gran impacto, teniendo en cuenta que es una forma para motivarlos a
practicar la lectura, ya que será una gran ayuda en la forma de
conocimiento.
PALABRAS CLAVES: historias cortas, lectura, comprensión, ejercicio,
folleto, Ingles.

INTRODUCTION
The teaching learning process has been a challenge for all teachers
with main reason the learning process of a foreign language because it is
not easy to develop new speech, especially in a very Spanish
environment. Reading is very important for children, because EFL
students learn much better how to read through repetition and modeling by
parents, friends and teachers. By pointing, highlighting, rereading,
sounding out, and asking questions, students learn more about words,
patterns, context clues, comprehension and fluency.
This project was develop at “Provincia de Chimborazo” high school
in Guayaquil Ecuador, where it could find so many problems in special
difficulties in reading comprehension, the aim of this project is to motivate
students to read as an habit and not for obligation, they could feel the
reading as an enrich and funny hobby, it doesn’t matter to read for fun,
also to get new information that is necessary to begin a conversation with
other people, having always something to talk.
Taking into account the importance of reading comprehension
practice today, this project has been developed in order to give relevance
to this practice that is not so ingrained in students, who often prefer
television programs or play in the computer than a good book. It is
necessary to cultivate love for reading so that students have a developed
criterion and thus achieve a cultured society.
In other hand, the researcher count with directives, teacher,
students and parents support that contribute with the surveys and
interviews attentively whose were the main beneficiaries of this project. In
order to manage, the reader finds quickly the correspondent topic; it has
split this work in four chapters as follows.
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Chapter 1 THE PROBLEM
Context situation, research problem, conflict situation, scientific fact,
causes, problem situation, objectives of the investigation, general
objectives, specific objectives, questions of the investigation, justification.
Chapter 2 THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Background, epistemological foundation, Independent Variable,
short stories: Definition, characteristics, classification, Dependent variable,
Reading

comprehension:

definition,

comprehension

strategies,

classification, subskills; the pedagogical foundation, the sociological
foundation, the philosophical foundation, the psychological foundation,
Legal foundation
Chapter
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METHODOLOGY,

PROCESS,

ANALYSIS

AND

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS
Methodological design, quantitative method, qualitative method,
types of research, correlational research, exploratory research, descriptive
research, population and sample, operationalization of variables chart,
research methods, inductive methods, techniques and research tools,
observation, interview, surveys, application of the instruments of the
investigation, analysis and interpretation of data, survey to the students,
interview to the school director, interview to the English teacher, chi
cuadrado test, conclusion and recommendations.
Chapter 4 PROPOSAL
Title, justification, objectives, general objective, specific objective,
theoretical aspects, legal aspect, sociological aspect, pedagogical aspect,
psychological aspect, feasibility, human resources, financial feasibility,
legal feasibility, description, conclusion.
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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM
CONTEXT SITUATION
This study will be developed at “Provincia de Chimborazo” public
High School located at Dr. Gabriel Garcia Moreno and Jose Vicente
Trujillo Avenue, Zone 8, District 3, Circuit 7, Provincia del Guayas, Cantón
Guayaquil, Parroquia Ximena. This institution was created on July 4 th,
1975. At the beginning, it was located at Guaranda and Azuay Street until
1983 before it was established in the place where it is now. This year, the
institution celebrates 41 years serving to the education in our city and
even helping the society inculcating values and being an example of
teaching.

Nowadays this institution has three shifts: morning, afternoon and
evening. It has approximately 1800 students and 80 Teachers. The
infrastructure is in good condition and it has: An administrative block, 20
classroom blocks, an Assembly Hall and 2 playgrounds. The socioeconomic status is middle-low. It is one of the best public high schools in
Guayaquil.

This institution is endorsed by the Ministry of Education as an institution of
quality and warmth as indicated by Constitución de la República del
Ecuador Asamblea Constituyente 2008 in the first section – education,
articles from 343 to 348.
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RESEARCH PROBLEM
CONFLICT SITUATION
Deficiency in reading skills is a big concern in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) students. This problem was observed at “Provincia de
Chimborazo” public High School located at Dr. Gabriel Garcia Moreno and
Jose Vicente Trujillo Avenue, Zone 8, District 3, Circuit 7, Provincia del
Guayas, Cantón Guayaquil, Parroquia Ximena, among the students from
tenth grade of basic education Section “F”. In addition, through surveys, a
very low level of motivation was detected during the teaching practices at
this institution. It was perceived that the students did not like to read; in
general, they believe that reading is something boring.

The insufficiency of didactic material that emphasizes on the correct
reading comprehension for learners to support their Basic English was
also identified. During the class observed, it could be detected that English
teacher does not use the correct didactic material, as flashcards or posters
so the students recognized the new vocabulary through pictures and
deduce the correct meaning of the words. The technology is the better tool
to develop a reading comprehension class. In this case, the teacher could
go with their students to the English laboratory to show them little short
stories. That is a good material to emphasize the reading comprehension
in the class.

After knowing the problem among students, a respectful meeting was
arranged with the vice-principal Msc. Victor Veloz. He was informed that a
reason to students do not like to read is because the student’s book that
they use is a material with few exercises to develop the reading skill and
with this the students do not have the necessary practice. Furthermore the
teacher does not use an extra material to practice this skill that is very
important to learn the language; and this is because the teacher does not
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have the necessary preparation emphasizing the seminaries to improve
their classes.

SCIENTIFIC FACT
Deficiency of Reading comprehension in students from tenth grade
of basic education, section “F”, at Provincia de Chimborazo High School,
Zone 8, District 3, Circuit 7, Provincia del Guayas, Cantón Guayaquil,
Parroquia Ximena, in the period 2016-2017.

CAUSES
 Reading passages in the textbook are not appealing or attractive for
students.
 Didactic material is not carefully designed in terms of reading
comprehension.
 The teacher is not aware of proper methods to improve the reading
class.

PROBLEM FORMULATION

How do short stories impact on the development of Reading
Comprehension in students from tenth grade of basic education, section
“F”, at Provincia de Chimborazo high School, Zone 8, District 3, Circuit 7,
Provincia de Guayas, Canton Guayaquil, Parroquia Ximena, in the period
2016-2017?
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OBJECTIVE OF THE INVESTIGATION
GENERAL
To determine the influence of short stories in the development of
reading comprehension through a bibliographical and statistical study, to
design a booklet with reading comprehension activities based on short
stories.
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
 To evaluate the role of short stories by applying bibliographical
and field analysis.
 To analyze learners’ reading comprehension skills through
statistical analysis by applying surveys to the students and an
interview to the English teacher.
 To design a booklet with reading comprehension activities
based on short stories to improve the knowledge in each student
through the information collected.
QUESTIONS OF THE INVESTIGATION
 What is reading comprehension important?
 Will the students be able to identify the main idea of a text at the
end of the school year? How?
 Will the students be able to give specific information about the
characters of a given story?
 How can we help to the students to get a better scholar
achievement in reading tests?
 What benefits will the students get from the application of this
project?
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JUSTIFICATION
It is considered that this research is necessary because it is aimed
at students with deficit in reading comprehension because this is one of
the main components to learn a foreign language, which serve to develop
their understanding through short stories. It is based on the third chapter
of the Legal Framework Education of Ecuador, art. 8 Literal C in the
student obligations manifest: "To attempt educational excellence and show
integrity and academic honesty in the fulfilling of tasks and obligations."
According to the Common European Framework the point 6.3.5
expresses that students are the ones who have to develop the skills,
strategies, activities and processes needed to participate effectively in
communicative situations. It is expected to change the mentality we have
about reading, since it tends to become a feeling of ennui. It is convenient
because it will make that the society has young people with interest in
reading and therefore more researchers, because in the Legal Framework
Education of Ecuador, paragraph 3, art. 12 indicates that: "educational
establishments rightful self-assess and create improvement plans to meet
the standards of educational quality."
According to Pisa (2015), reading literacy is “understanding, using,
reflecting on and engaging with written texts, in order to achieve one’s
goals, develop one’s knowledge and potential, and participate in society”
(p. 49). For that reason, the teachers will also be able to help their
students with this investigation because they will have a new resource to
use in their classes with didactic and funny activities.
According to the LOEI in the title VIII, chapter I, art. 243 talks about
interculturality where it "... proposes an inclusive educational approach,
based on the valuation of cultural diversity and respect for all cultures,
seeks to increase educational equity ..." and in its art. 245 indicates that
"... should be developed and implemented the curriculum for the
intercultural bilingual education system at all levels of the education

7

system". This is important, since the teaching of a foreign language is
necessary for today's society, because with this resource, students can
forge a better future. This research work encourages the appreciation and
respect of different cultures.
In conclusion, this investigation benefits directly to students and the
English teacher, because it permits that they can develop their reading
comprehension in a better way through short stories. The investigation
also benefits the society indirectly, because it can have young people with
better level in comprehending a text. This means a new society that could
express their opinions and analyze situations without fear.
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CHAPTER II
THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
BACKGROUND
The information used in this investigation is significant because it
helps the researchers to clarify why it is important to carry out the project;
the information found is from the Library of the school of languages at
University of Guayaquil. In addition magazines as well as websites,
articles and books were used to verify the importance of this investigation.
It is necessary to mention that in the Languages School library a project
with the same topic of this investigation was found but different from the
content of this thesis.
This project emphasizes on the use of short stories in the
development of reading comprehension while the other one is “Application
of short stories to facilitate the Reading Comprehension in English”, the
similarities among these projects are that it is directed to tenth graders.
This study evaluates the deficiency of didactic material in the classroom
and claims that teachers do not have the correct training each year.
Another project that the researcher could check was with the topic
“Developing reading comprehension through talking stories in the fourth
grade of Basic Education”. This project can reflect that through an
observation, the students do not enjoy reading. One of the main reasons is
because the teacher does not use appropriate texts according to their
level, age and interest. Their main interest was to increase the teaching of
reading comprehension by the application of talking stories using
technology.
The differences are that this project was directed to children of
elementary school.
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It can use the technology as an important tool to improve reading
comprehension, the researcher wants to apply activities taking the age
and interest of the students into consideration.
Similarly, at the Universidad de Ambato the researcher can observe
a project of “methodological strategies and the incidence of reading
comprehension in students of eighth grade”. In this project, the teachers
do not apply active teaching strategies. Because of this, students do not
obtain the necessary learning; they do not develop their vocabulary. The
researchers consider important to apply appropriate methodological
strategies for the teachers since they help them to be prepared and to
motivate students to read and understand texts.
Therefore the researchers consider that this project is suitable
because it permits the students to develop their capacity to understand
texts through short stories to be implemented with the intention to motivate
the students and change the mentality that reading is boring and tedious.
This project will differ from others because its cornerstone will be the
stories that besides being short, they will be of different types of genre and
chosen according to their age and preferences.

EPISTEMOLOGICAL FOUNDATION
SHORT STORIES
DEFINITION
According to Merriam Webster Dictionary (2016), Short stories are
short narratives in which the content is less than in a novel, commonly get
few aspects and sometimes lean more to motivate people and not by the
plot. In addition short stories are more experimental for what they use
prose styles that are not so used and sometimes are boring in a novel.
Besides, they are understood because they are built in a brief and concise
form. They have evolved before the man begins writing but in the
beginning were in the form of verses and recorded in clay as the main
stories of the ancient Middle East (Hansen, 2015).
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CHARACTERISTICS
Gutiérrez (2009) and Glover (2003) said that a short story has
different characteristics than other narrative genes. First it is narrative
because it is a narration that tells a true story as when we tell something
that happened to us, and it contains a conflict originated by two people
which should be developed after some actions. Moreover, a story is
narrative because it prolongs with events, event sequences or
articulations. It is argumentative because it is split into a beginning, a
body, and a conclusion. It only has a main character who endures
conflicts, which also gives the story essence. Furthermore, it is written in
prose that contains paragraphs and indentation. When a person reads a
short story, the first thing that attracts their attention is the tittle which
should be necessary to achieve the effect that is wanted to give in the
short story.

CLASSIFICATION
ROMANTIC
According to Lin (2011), the main goal of the romantic short stories
is to express something special that interest the reader. An unforgettable
romantic short story is focused on its own theme much stronger than in a
novel. Also in a romantic story the hero and the heroine have to overcome
obstacles and they end up falling in love. However, a romantic short story
cannot have a good, complex and engaging story with a touch of plot
because it has special details that do not allow it to progress in a modern
and creative way.
MYSTERY
Floyd (2003) mentions that in general a mystery short story has a
conflict that is the principal aspect for the plot; this crime is significant in
the story because if the crime is changed, the plot does not have a correct
meaning. For this reason, some people think that a mystery short story
should have a crime. Also there are different types of mystery short stories
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such as historical, surrealistic mystery, suspense, police procedural,
juvenile, among others.
FANTASY
Fantasy short stories are based on existing or imaginary locations
(Scott, 2010). This genre has 5 characteristics: some stories are
developed in the future because this is unknown, here are included the
stories that refer to the future technologies. In this genre there are stories
referred to the historic past that deny the known facts in the history and
are identified as histories of the “alternative world”. The stories are
developed in other worlds because the people have never been here. The
fantasy stories apply magic as in the stories of travels in the time or stories
about invisible men.
FUNNY
According to Chesser (2013) in some occasions in a class it is
necessary to leave the boring for the funny because this improves the
participation of the students. It is based on a study by Ohio State
University professors of psychology, Mark Shatz and Frank LoSchiavo.
Besides, there is a study that indicates how it helps to the brain of the
children. It is important to remember that a classroom is not only a comedy
room; the implementation of the funny stories is to achieve the attention
and the inspiration of the students in the class.

READING COMPREHENSION
DEFINITION
Reading comprehension is the skill that allows people to
understand a text while reading it. In addition, Carter and Woolley (2011)
mention that reading comprehension helps to increase the vocabulary and
comprehend the meaning of the text. The objective, therefore, is to obtain
an overall understanding of what is described in the text rather than to
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gain meaning from isolated words or sentences. They mention that
students could develop mental models, or representations of meaning of
the text ideas during the reading process.
In other words, it can define reading comprehension as a dynamic
process where the text and the knowledge possessed by the readers help
them to construct meaning before, during and after reading (Tyson, 2014).
It helps beginning readers understand the concept of the text, the issue is
not just read; the reader must to interact with the text.
Reading comprehension must be recognized as Authentic
Assessment, because it is a direct examination of students’ performance
on worthy, intellectual tasks. Moreover, Moore (1996) mention that
comprehension requires effective use of strategic processes, such as
metacognition and comprehension monitoring.

COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
COGNITIVE
The cognitive strategies are mental processes involved in achieving
something. It assists in understanding what is being read. (NSW
Department of education and training, 2009) It is important because the
students could follow a process and achieve a goal. It revolves around test
scores, phonemic awareness, phonics and fluency while using strategies
and skills.
METACOGNITIVE
The metacognitive strategies are the mental processes that help us
think about and check how we are going in completing the task.
Metacognition is particularly relevant to comprehension. It allows
individuals to monitor and assess their ongoing performance in
understanding what is being read. (NSW Department of education and
training, 2009)
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The metacognition refers to the knowledge and control that a
person has over his or her cognitive processes. Students without
metacognitive approaches are essentially learners without direction or
opportunity to review their progress. It helps students to be consciously
aware of what they have learned and to recognize situations in which it
would be useful, and progress in using it.
CLASSIFICATION
INTENSIVE READING
Intensive reading has the goal that the reader could keep in mind
the highest amount of words that they read; this type of reading is
beneficial to language learners, it helps them to understand vocabulary by
deducing the meaning of words in context (McDonald, 2012).
Intensive reading focuses the learner on certain aspects of the
language, it is frequently done with complicated texts with many unknown
words that require the learner to use dictionary. It is related to support the
progress in language learning under the teacher’s guidance. It provides a
basis for explaining difficulties of structure and for extending knowledge of
vocabulary and idioms.
EXTENSIVE READING
According to McDonald (2012), extensive reading consists of
reading for pleasure but not for obligation. This requires a fluid assimilation
of the text that is in front of you.
Extensive reading evolves some improvements in the process of a
foreign language acquisition. Students have the correct environment for
reading as much as possible according to their needs and interests. This
activity is possible in the place that the students want.
By practicing extensive reading, the students could choose the text,
magazines, books or material that they want to read, they practice this skill
as a pleasure but not for obligation. The objectives of reading are usually

14

related to enjoyment, information and general understanding. Reading
materials engage the linguistic competence of the students.
Mark (2005) claims that “If the student can already understand that
much of the content, new words can be learned entirely through context.
Do not forget the most important thing about choosing the materials for
extensive reading is that they are almost 98% comprehensible to the
students. There shoud be very little new vocabulary and grammar”.
The teacher’s role in the extensive reading process is to animate
and help students with their reading, by conferences during or after class
time, and by checking and talking on written summaries that students do of
their reading.
SUBSKILLS
SKIMMING
MacLeod (2009) states that “skimming is a more complex task that
scanning because it requires the reader to organize and remember some
of the information given by the author, not just to locate it”.
The skimming method is speed reading that consists of the fast
movement of the eyes over the text which permits the reader to obtain the
main ideas and a general summary of the text. According to Beale (2013),
skimming is one of the instruments that readers use to read more in less
time; this looks for the general or principal ideas.
The skimming is useful in three different situations: Pre-reading,
Reviewing and Reading. There are different steps in skimming that
readers must apply to obtain a real reading. At least, skimming means
going through quickly to get an overall idea in the content. We are not
interested in details or any specific information while skimming.
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SCANNING
According to MacLeod (2009), “Scanning is a quick reading
focusing on locating specific information, or

involves quick eye

movements, not necessary linear in fashion, in which the eyes wander
until the reader finds the piece of information needed”.
It is known as selective reading, a technique used frequently to find
a specific word, phrases, facts, places, etc. in a text. This technique seeks
to locate keywords or ideas that permit to find the required information or
give answers to the questions to search.
Similarly, this technique must display a word or number resembling
the sought; also use the numeric order. It should be read quickly and when
the required information is found, then you should stop in this section and
examine it minutely. In other words, scanning involves searching the text
for specific information in which the reader is interested.
SUMMARIZING
According to the NSW Department of education and training (2009),
“Learners identify and accumulate the most important ideas and restate
them in their own words”. In other words, summarizing requires students to
determine what is important in what they are reading and to write in their
own words. It helps students to identify or generate main ideas, to connect
the main or central ideas, to eliminate unnecessary information and to
remember what they read.
Summary is a shortened version of a text that highlights its key
points. When people summarize something, they must write or tell the
general idea and only the most important points.
GUESSING MEANING
It is an important technique that will improve the reading skill and
the speed with which a person can read. Good readers land unfamiliar
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words in a text by trying to guess their meanings from the context. It is not
possible to look up the meanings of all unfamiliar words in the dictionary.
PEDAGOGICAL FOUNDATION
According to some constuctivist theories, learning is a progress in
the society, which includes: existent situations in the world, language, and
the support and the form to interact among students. Through the
motivation students are able to do their own actions with the objective of
collecting information, transforning it, creating a hypothese, to demostrate
this hypothese through acts as interactions and to have true conclusions.
Constructivism changes the current classrooms in a place of construction
of knowledge where this knowledge is made by the student.
Piaget is an important figure in the progress of constructivist
theories and his theory is inclined to the discovery. According to his theory,
to have a good place of learning, it is necessary that the students create
significant knowledge for them.
Another important figure in the progress of constructivist theories is
Vygotsky. His constructivism is identified as social constructivism, which is
in social context because he said that learning and development is an
action that needs collaboration and the cognitive development of the
children is socializing and educating. For children to learn, they start
having a relationship with their social environment in an interpersonal way
and after they personalize this experience, which serve to have original
thoughts (Ozer, 2004).
SOCIOLOGICAL FOUNDATION
From the sociological point of view in the XXI century, the student
does not learn from memory but they are allowed to infer, create, deduce,
and requires learning to know and learn to apprehend, and learn to do and
live in collectivity.
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According to Mieles (2001), "Social interaction and social learning
become the essence of education, while the subject of study becomes an
ingredient of interaction” (p. 79).
Even without ignoring the dangers that this conception leads to
consider the need to build a Knowledge Society, that forces to assume the
challenges to be fulfilled in the short term, or otherwise, remains in the
crisis we are experiencing today. The Knowledge Society and the capacity
of a country at world level, is marked by the correct use of information,
society must be educator, where it generates in its members interactive
learning. It is important for students to become aware of the need to learn
to be reflective, creative, effective and competent in the work they do.
PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION
The axiological culture is important in times of continuous changes
and it have to be significance for the education of the teachers, also the
axiological culture help to understand significance meanings in the
educative field. The values should be a preference in training programs
with the aim of understand the world of values, it should be with delicacy to
create a culture that respect values as a form to live and a way of behavior
(Jeder, 2014).
According to Tomar (2014) values help to decide what is the correct
and to differentiate between the right and wrong depending of the thoughts
of each person. In the education the values are a main tool in the
profession as in the life. Teachers built a nation civilized and improve the
progress in a nation developing values. The teacher cannot put standards
of behavior because this should be of the evaluation of the behavior of the
student and of their social situation.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATION
The most important role that every teacher must fulfill is the integral
education of the personality of its students. But this can be just fulfilled
when teachers dominate scientifically theoretical aspects that guide their
practical activities.
Dewey (2010) uses the most relevant contribution of W. James,
which acquired a new value in the second half of the twentieth century
with psychology humanist. He proposed a Psychology of Education as a
discipline between the behavioral sciences and the Educational practice.
Like

life

in

community,

education

acquires

a

sense

of

Social formation, since among the students there is an interaction of
Different ideologies, and beliefs. Therefore, the educational work will not
be the same with all and everything must be known to characterize or
identify the personality of each student to be able to influence positively in
their education.
This theory pretends that the intelligence, the affectivity, the will, the
talents, skills and attitudes have special significance for the development
of personality. It is very important to teach to think, develop intelligence,
will, character and affectivity.
According to the Vygotsky theory, one of the principles that give rise
to Psychological processes is the interpersonal and internalized form, a
Contextual and holistic activity. That is, Learning Strategies are not
assimilated

by

Students

from

the

context

of

meaningful

and

comprehensive reading; The Student must go through the psychological
processes so that he can interiorize a meaningful and constructive
learning, based on the Cognitive learning. In addition, the primordial part in
all people is their emotional and psychological aspect.
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LEGAL FOUNDATION
The need to introduce or implement this method of working, based
on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:
learning, teaching, assessment in its literal 2.1.5 “... in the measure that
these tasks are not routine and automatic, the use of strategies in the
communication are required and in the learning ... they need the
development of oral and written texts”.
Therefore it seeks that the learning is motivated and enhanced for
that the student meets the new experiences and exercise other
competences in the specific situation of learning according to the Common
European Framework in its literal 5.1.4.4.
As is public knowledge teachers are subject to a system of
education implemented by the Ministry of Education, by which the tool to
be introduced in this educational institution would be related in Reading,
for consistent, that would matter to expand or work for the student.
In addition to compliance, the Project for Strengthening Teaching
English is currently developing activities aimed at the following specific
objectives:
1. Ensure that challengers as English teachers and those in service
least reach B2 level of proficiency in the language, according to the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR):
learning, teaching and assessment.
2. Ensure that high school graduates achieve high minimum B1
level of competence in the English language, according to the CEFR.
3. Design, implement and monitor an English language curriculum
framed by international quality standards to promote effective and
meaningful learning in the classroom.
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4. Contribute to the improvement and professional development of
English teachers through continuous programs of training for greater
educational opportunities.
5. Monitor the politic related with the requirements of entry to the
education system for aspiring English teachers.
6. Establish standards of quality for teaching and learning English
as a reference of it what teachers and students should know and be able
to perform to raise the quality of education in the language.
7. Provide contemporary resources of support for teaching and
learning of the English language and inform to the educational community
about the current educational trends and policies.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY, PROCESS, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF
RESULTS
METHODOLOGICAL DESIGN
QUANTITATIVE METHOD
This project is based on the quantitative method because it
analyzes quantitative data about the variables through a statistical
analysis as specific techniques, with the purpose to get and examine real
facts that are happening in a group of students. These data were acquired
right at the place where the events happened. In this case the institution,
being directly in contact with students of tenth grade of basic education
Section “F”, at Provincia de Chimborazo High School.

QUALITATIVE METHOD
This project is based on the qualitative method because the search
of concepts of variables has been achieved with the objective to discover
them and understand them in a deep way. Also in this research the
researchers have compiled data to be analyzed in an interpretative way.
Something important is that through this research the project has validity.
In the development of this research data from the educational institution
have been used, the library of the languages school at the University of
Guayaquil and internet data.
TYPES OF RESEARCH
The research is the type of study used by the researchers
according to their requirements, their purpose is to find all the information
or data that will be needed to resolve the problem. This research is
correlational, exploratory and descriptive.
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CORRELATIONAL RESEARCH
This project is based on the correlational research because the
objective of the researchers has been to analyze the relationship that
exists between the two variables, these are the dependent and the
independent variable. In this case the relationship existent between the
short stories and the reading comprehension. (Medina, 2008)
EXPLORATORY RESEARCH
According to Arias (2012), exploratory research is one that is
performed on a topic or object unknown or little studied, so its results are
an approximate picture of the object, that is to say a superficial level of
acquaintance.

This project is based on the exploratory research because a
problem is identified but has been necessary to discover its main causes
and how the deficiency of Reading comprehension affects the students of
tenth grade of basic education, section “F”, at Provincia de Chimborazo
High School.
DESCRIPTIVE RESEARCH
According to Arias (2012), descriptive research is the description of
a statement, phenomenon, individual or group in order to found its
structure or behavior. The results of this research are located at an
intermediate level in terms of deepness of knowledge is concerned.
Search stipulate the things, characteristics and outlines of individuals,
groups, communities, processes, objects, or any other phenomenon to
submit to a test (Hernández et al, 2006).
This project is based on the descriptive research because it describes the
real problems that nowadays happen in the educative institutions with the
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objective to find solutions. Also it is descriptive because it has described
the main characteristics, elements and components of a problem.

POPULATION AND SAMPLE
The chart below indicates the numbers of students of tenth grade of
basic education Section “F”, and the teacher who decided to collaborate
with his participation in the use of the booklet at Provincia de Chimborazo
High School, Zone 8, District 3, Circuit 7, Provincia del Guayas, Cantón
Guayaquil, Parroquia Ximena, in the period 2016-2017.
It is not necessary to apply the statistic formula because the
population is less than a hundred. For this reason, it is considered that the
population is the same as the sample.
CHART N° 1: DISTRIBUTIONAL SAMPLE
DESCRIPTION

POPULATION

SAMPLE

TEACHERS

1

1

STUDENTS

56

56

TOTAL

57

57

Created by: Maria de los Angeles Gonzalez y Lorena Lindao
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” Public High School
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CHART OPERATIONALIZATION OF VARIABLES
VARIABLES

DIMENSION

INDICATORES

DEFINITION

Short Narrative
Narrative
Argumentative
A main character

INDEPEDENT

CHARACTERISTICS
Prose
Briefness

Short Stories

Romantic
CLASSIFICATION

Mystery
Fantasy
Funny

DEFINITION

Process of constructing
meaning from written texts.

COMPREHENSION

Cognitive

STRATEGIES

Metacognitive

DEPENDENT
Intensive Reading
CLASSIFICATION
Reading
Comprehension

Extensive Reading
Scanning

SUBSKILLS

Skimming
Summarizing
Guessing Meaning

Created by: Maria de los Angeles Gonzalez y Lorena Lindao
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” Public High School
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RESEARCH METHODS
The researchers uses different methods and techniques according
to which part of science is applied; with individual characteristics applied to
each branch of science taking correct periods to this process unfolds.
Methods governing these procedures are analysis and synthesis,
induction and deduction (Rojas Soriano, 2004).

INDUCTIVE METHOD
This project is based on this method because it is the process of
logical reasoning about the observation of the particular cases, making
comparison of the characteristics in order to generalize it. This method
allows the research to the formation of hypotheses, research scientific
laws, and demonstrations. The researchers have begun of the particular in
this case the problem. It was generalizing trough searchers such as
investigations and websites.

We must always focus on the regularity and always carry the
interconnection of natural phenomena with those of society, to consider
the possibility of establishing laws and theories based on the method of
induction, thus giving the explanation and prediction of science through
laws and theory (Hernández Sampieri, 2006).

TECHNIQUES AND RESEARCH TOOLS
The tools and techniques of investigation are very important; they
are instruments that we use in this research not forgetting the value of
these as well. Most of time you want to start a job without having identified
the fonts of which is obtained the information or the type of data needed;
this causes loss of time, and even, sometimes, delays the onset of a new
investigation. For this reason, it is necessary to consider the techniques
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that will be used in the compilation of information, as well as sources that
can acquire such information (Woolley, 2011)
OBSERVATION

In the teaching practice, the researchers could perceived some
irregularities in the classroom, for example, the students did not like to
read; in general., they believe that reading is something boring. In
addition, the teacher did not have enough didactic material, as flashcards
or posters. From the point of view of the researcher observation comes to
be experience, is said to be watching action observed, carefully looking is
in deepest sense, the trial, and the process of submitting the behavior of
different things or routed in reference to certain principles to carry out
observation. You can also say that observation is the set of phenomena,
collected data and observed things. In observing the objective is
equivalent to data, phenomena or facts (Pardinas, 2005).
INTERVIEW

The same social actors are who provide data on their behavior,
views, desires, attitudes and expectations, something that would be
impossible to see from the outside, making it become an important
advantage at the time of applying an interview. No one better than the
same person involved to discuss about everything what he thinks and
feels, what has undergone or plan to do (Ruiz Medina, 2011).
The questions of the study may be structured or semi-structured, for
this research is carried out these last to obtain qualitative information
(Hernández Sampieri, 2006)
In this project, it has been necessary to interview the school director
so that he knows this project and the proposal. Also the interview goes
directed to the English teacher to know how he was giving the class and if
he was using the appropriate methods.
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SURVEYS

The way that allows you to investigate problems that make the
subjectivity and at the same time ensure that information of a considerable
number of people is the survey, thus for example: allows to investigate the
public opinion and the current values of a society, topics of scientific
significance and importance in democratic societies (Grasso Livio, 2006).
A Likert scale is a summation of replies to some Likert items, which
are always presented through visual support, such as horizontal bars
demonstrating scales. (Vanek, 2014)
The survey is the resource by which you obtain data, where the
researcher apply a survey in a group of people, in this case students of
10th grade section F, at Provincia de Chimborazo Public High School; to
collect individual data which will help the researchers in the evaluation. In
the surveys the researchers decided to apply the Likert scale according to
the format at Universidad de Guayaquil, because it permits them to have a
clear scale to get the correct information.
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ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA
UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL
FACULTY OF LETTER AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION
GENERAL CORDINATION OF RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC PROJECT
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS
OBJECTIVE: To determine the influence of short stories in the
development of reading comprehension in the students of 10th grade
section F, at Provincia de Chimborazo Public High School.
Liker Scale
Totally agree

Agree

Indifferent

Disagree

5

4

3

2

Totally disagree
1

INSTRUCTION: Mark an “X” in the box according to your opinion
N°

QUESTIONS

1

The Reading comprehension in your learning process is essential
for the development of the understanding of a text.

2

For improving Reading comprehension, it is necessary to read a lot
to increase the vocabulary.
The Reading comprehension influences students achievement

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5

4

The magazines, news, articles or another English material is
necessary to practice the reading comprehension.
Short stories are a good way to learn English.
Short stories in English are a strategically way to increase lexical to
improve the English learning.
The short stories are a key of learning, we can take advantage if we
use that out of the school.
You consider important the use of short stories in the English
learning.
The design of a booklet with short stories activities is important to
develop the Reading comprehension.
Implementing this Project could contribute to the society?
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3

2

1

INTERVIEW TO THE SCHOOL DIRECTOR
“PROVINCIA DE CHIMBORAZO” HIGH SCHOOL

1. Do you think that reading comprehension could be necessary to
implement in this institution? Why?

2. How would the project benefit the educative community of
“Provincia de Chimborazo” High school?

3. Do you believe the short stories help students to improve their
vocabulary?

4. In what way would the research work be available to change
students’ attitude towards English subject?

5. Do you think it is important to do the reading assessment after
class?

6. Does the institution train the English teachers? How?

7. Why is it relevant to include the use of reading comprehension in
education?

8. In your personal opinion, how do you evaluate the project?

9. If another person proposes you another similar project, will you
accept it? Why?

10. What would you need to improve the reading comprehension in
your students?
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INTERVIEW TO THE ENGLISH TEACHER
“PROVINCIA DE CHIMBORAZO” PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL

1. Do you promote the reading comprehension in your class?

2. What kind of strategies do you use to achieve to improve the
students’ knowledge about vocabulary?
.
3. Do you believe that reading comprehension’s problems are
directly related to the teaching methodology applied commonly?
Explain.

4. In what way would the research work be available to change
students’ attitude towards English subject?

5. In your personal opinion, how could be “an interactive reading
class”?

6. Do you think it is necessary to include motivational tools as
extensive and intensive reading in curriculum development?
Why?

7. In your personal opinion, how you qualify the project?

8. Do you receive the respective training from the institution?

9. Do you think the proposal of a booklet with interactive reading
activities will help the students to improve their vocabulary?
Why?

10. What would you need to improve the reading comprehension in
your students?
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 3
1) The Reading comprehension in your learning process is essential for the
development of the understanding of a text.

CODE

ALTERNATIVES
Totally agree
Agree
indifferent
Disagree
Totally disagree
TOTAL

ITEM #1

FREQUENCY
21
10
0
1
1
33

PERCENTAGES
63,64%
30,30%
0%
3.03%
3.03%
100%

Created by: Maria Gonzalez Vasquez y Lorena Lindao Jimenez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that the 63,64% of students totally agree with the
thinking that reading comprehension is essential in their learning process,
30,30% agree and a low percentage such as 6,06% disagree and totally
disagree respectively.
0%

3% 3%

Totally agree

30%

Agree
64%

Indifferent
Disagree

1. The Reading comprehension in your learning process is essential for the
development of the understanding of a text.

Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
What shows us this statistical index is that students show a large
percentage in this item. That gives us a positive breakthrough on the
willingness of students making the understanding of a text easier.

32

ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 4
2) For improving Reading comprehension, it is necessary to read a lot to
increase the vocabulary.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
26
78.79%
Agree
5
15.15%
Indifferent
1
3.03%
ITEM #2
Disagree
0
0%
Totally disagree
1
3.03%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: Maria Gonzalez Vasquez y Lorena Lindao Jimenez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that 78,79% of students totally agree and a 15,15%
agree with the thinking that it is necessary to read a lot to increase the
vocabulary to improve reading comprehension. A low percentage such as
6,06% are indifferent and totally disagree respectively.

2) For improving Reading comprehension, it is necessary to read a
lot to increase the vocabulary.
0% 3%
3%
15%

Totally agree
Agree
indifferent

79%

Disagree
Totally disagree

Created by: Maria Gonzalez Vasquez y Lorena Lindao Jimenez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
This diagram shows us very clearly that certain students think that it
is necessary to read a lot to increase their vocabulary, while others think
that reading comprehension is not necessary to improve their index.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 5
3) The Reading comprehension influences students achievement.
CODE

ITEM #3

ALTERNATIVES
Totally agree
Agree
Indifferent
Disagree
Totally disagree
TOTAL

FREQUENCY
20
6
3
3
1
33

PERCENTAGES
60.61%
18.18%
9.09%
9.09%
3.03%
100%

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 60,61% of students totally agree and a 18,18%
agree with the thinking that reading comprehension influences students
achievements. A low percentage such as 9,09% are indifferent, other
9,09% disagree and a 3,03% totally disagree respectively.
3) The Reading comprehension influences students
achievement.
9% 3%

Totally agree

9%

Agree
18%

indifferent
61%

Disagree
Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
We must encourage the reader towards the formation culture,
because this simple point depends on many factors that influence their
comprehension and assimilation of knowledge of any science. For this
reason, we will build on teaching materials to promote their interest.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 6
4) The magazines, news, articles or another English material is
necessary to practice the reading comprehension.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
16
48.48%
Agree
14
42.42%
Indifferent
2
6.07%
ITEM #4
Disagree
1
3.03%
Totally disagree
0
0%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 48,48% of students totally agree and a 42,42%
agree with the thinking that English resources are necessary to practice
the reading comprehension. A low percentage such as 6,07% are
indifferent, and other 3,03% disagree respectively.

4) The magazines, news, articles or another English material is
necessary to practice the reading comprehension.
6%
42%

3% 0%
Totally agree
49%

Agree
Indifferent

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
At this point most of the students totally agree and agree with the
implementing of resources to improve the reading comprehension allowing
their vocabulary and the new knowledge formation to increase.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 7
5) Short stories are a good way to learn English.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
Totally agree
22
Agree
6
indifferent
2
ITEM #5
Disagree
1
Totally disagree
2
TOTAL
33

PERCENTAGES
66.67%
18.18%
6.06%
3.03%
6.06%
100%

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 66,67% of students totally agree and a 18,18%
agree with the thinking that short stories are good way to learn English. A
low percentage such as 6,06% are indifferent and totally disagree
respectively, and a 3,03% disagree.

5) Short stories are a good way to learn
English.
6%

3% 6%

Totally agree
Agree
indifferent

18%
67%

Disagree
Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
It is a very common teaching tool for the understanding of a foreign
language, implementing short stories are an easier way to improve their
learning progress.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 8
6) Short stories in English are a strategically way to increase lexical to
improve the English learning.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
21
63.64%
Agree
5
15.15%
indifferent
6
18.18%
ITEM #6
Disagree
0
0%
Totally disagree
1
3.03%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 63,64% of students totally agree and a 15,15%
agree with the thinking that short stories are a strategically way to increase
lexical to improve the English learning. A percentage such as 18,18% are
indifferent, other 3,03% totally disagree respectively.

6) Short stories in English are a strategically way to increase lexical to
improve the English learning.
18%

0% 3%

Totally agree
Agree

15%

64%

indifferent
Disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
After seeing the statistics of our respondents we agree, because a
fundamental pillar is to inculcate short stories to improve the English
learning through new words.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 9
7) The short stories are a key of learning, we can take advantage if we
use that out of the school.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
10
30.30%
Agree
10
30.30%
indifferent
8
24.24%
ITEM #7
Disagree
3
9.09%
Totally disagree
2
6.07%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 30,30% of students totally agree and agree with
the thinking that short stories are a key of learning if we use that out of the
school. A percentage of 4,24% are indifferent, other 9,09% disagree and a
6,07% totally disagree respectively.

7) The short stories are a key of learning, we can take advantage if we
use that out of the school.
9%

6%
31%

24%
30%

Totally agree
Agree
indifferent
Disagree
Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
It is a valuable teaching tool, since with it we can reinforce some
topics taught in classes with some reading that represents the seen topic.
With these points, we will promote a better understanding of the given
classes.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 10
8) You consider important the use of short stories in the English learning.
CODE

ALTERNATIVES

FREQUENCY

PERCENTAGES

ITEM #8

Totally agree
Agree
indifferent
Disagree
Totally disagree
TOTAL

17
15
0
0
1
33

51.52%
45.45%
0%
0%
3.03%
100%

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 51,52% of students totally agree and a 45,45%
agree with the thinking that the use of short stories is important in the
English learning. A low percentage such as 3,03% totally disagree.

8) You consider important the use of short stories in the English
learning.
3%
0%
0%

Totally agree

52%

Agree
indifferent

45%

Disagree

Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
As part of the survey, students who took part in the statistical study
respond positively, because the use of short stories is an important way to
develop the other skills.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 11
9) The design of a booklet with short stories activities is important to
develop the Reading comprehension.
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
8
24.24%
Agree
23
69.70%
indifferent
2
6.06%
ITEM #9
Disagree
0
0%
Totally disagree
0
0%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that a 24,24% of students totally agree and a 69,70%
agree with the thinking that the design of a booklet with short stories
activities is important to develop the Reading comprehension. A low
percentage such as 6,06% are indifferent, and the others are in 0 percent.
9) The design of a booklet with short stories activities is
important to develop the Reading comprehension.
6% 0%
24%

Totally agree
Agree
indifferent

70%

Disagree
Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
The booklets are a great help in learning a foreign language
because they foster the feedback from the learned topics, it is more
common to learn by doing, to learn without practice. With this directive we
will promote research and the better performance of the students.
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
SURVEY TO THE STUDENTS - SAMPLE: 33 students
CHART # 12
10) Implementing this Project could contribute to the society
CODE
ALTERNATIVES
FREQUENCY
PERCENTAGES
Totally agree
12
36.36%
Agree
8
24.24%
Indifferent
6
18.18%
ITEM #10
Disagree
4
12.12%
Totally disagree
3
9.10%
TOTAL
33
100%
Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Analysis:
It can show that 36,36% of students totally agree and a 24,24%
agree with the thinking that Implementing this Project could contribute to
the society. A low percentage such as 18,18% are indifferent, a 12,12%
disagree and other 9,10% totally disagree respectively.

10) Implementing this Project could contribute to the society
Totally agree

9%
12%

37%

Agree
indifferent

18%

Disagree
24%

Totally disagree

Created by: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez
Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School

Comment:
Most of the students agree to implement the project in the
classroom and it is so important because it contributes to the society
teaching new culture inculcating values and new knowledge.
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CHI CUADRADO TEST

Source: Tenth Grade’s Students “Provincia de Chimborazo” High School
By: María González Vásquez y Lorena Lindao Jiménez

Nivel de significancia: Alfa=0.05 o 5
Estadístico de prueba a utilizar: Chi Cuadrada
Valor P o significancia
As the value of P is less than 0.05, chi cuadrada test indicates that there is
a relationship between the variables.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
CONCLUSIONS
 At the time of the survey it was found that a large part of the
students want to improve their reading comprehension to learn
English, but due to lack of didactic, interactive and, above all,
economic resources, they are limited in their learning process.
 It was possible to show that most of the students consider short
stories an important way to help students in their learning process.
 78.79% of the students think that it is possible to enrich the
vocabulary through reading since these are acquiring new
vocabulary.
 The English teacher does not have training by Ministry of Education
annually.
 A big number of students think that it is important the use of a new
booklet to reinforce their reading comprehension.
RECOMMENDATION
 It is advisable to get more didactic materials to improve the reading
comprehension and encourage students to read all that they want
and make it part of their life.
 It is important to develop more the use of short stories in the
classroom with interactive activities to motivate the students in the
reading comprehension progress.
 It is recommended more practice in reading comprehension getting
more words and spelling them.
 It is recommended that the educational institution seek more
government training for its English teachers and implement a
laboratory so that they can develop the necessary skills in a better
way to learn a foreign language.
 The teacher should look new learning methods to do an interactive
class and students enjoy it.
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CHAPTER IV
THE PROPOSAL
TITLE
The design of a booklet with reading comprehension activities
based on short stories.
JUSTIFICATION
The research done shows that students of tenth grade section “F” at
Provincia de Chimborazo public High School have deficiency in reading
comprehension. Students get afraid when they must read a paragraph out
loud and the teacher does not use the appropriate didactic material in the
classroom. As a consequence, reading is tedious for them. Therefore, it is
important to design a booklet with reading comprehension activities based
on short stories that motivate students to read for pleasure and not for
obligation.

With the booklet, the researchers want to emphasize the reading
comprehension as a funny way in short stories with didactic activities that
permit students to increase their vocabulary, improve their knowledge and
change the point of view that they have in the reading skill. The teacher’s
expectation is that students could feel the necessity to read to improve
their knowledge. The proposal of this research could be possible because
with the application in the classroom, the students could feel motivated to
read with short stories in a funny way.
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OBJECTIVES
GENERAL OBJECTIVE
To develop reading comprehension activities through short stories
to improve the English level in students of tenth grade at Provincia de
Chimborazo Public High School.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
To motivate students through reading comprehension activities to
develop their knowledge.
To facilitate the English teacher class through a didactic material to
improve the methods of teaching.
To identify vocabulary through short interactive reading stories to
enrich students’ lexical.

THEORETICAL ASPECTS
LEGAL ASPECT
This Project is aimed to improve the level of English through
Reading comprehension with stories that encourage students to take
interest in the English language. According to page EDUCATION FIRST
(EF EPI), Ecuador is placed at number 38 in the world ranking according
to their English proficiency with low language proficiency, below Argentina,
Dominican Republic, Peru and Chile.
As it is well known, teachers are subject to a system of education
implemented by the Ministry of Education, by which the tool to be
introduced in this educational institution would be related in Reading, for
consistent, that would matter to expand or work for the student.
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SOCIOLOGICAL ASPECT
The educative community conceives the education as an active
element in the social practice, without losing sight of the economic,
political, and social conditions that influence the educative labor.
This proposal is related to the sociology since it is framed within
short stories of the present. These have to do with romanticism, social
classes, customs, terror and fantasies. This can lead students to relate
these readings to real life and what really happens in the society, since not
everything is rosy as a popular saying says. At present, it is possible to
say that the romanticism no longer exists in this changing society that
each day advances by leaps and bounds, and therefore leaves behind
what is really necessary to create a society with values.
PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT
The proposal will become an aid to the teaching process and seeks
successful development of reading comprehension skills. It is based on
the fat that teachers assume responsibility for making decisions about
what is learned, and how and when something will be learned. It is
teacher-directed or teacher-centered.
Heading students to require the ability for reading is not the same
that reading text but to understand, and retell or relate a transcription. The
objective of this project is to encourage students to understand any kind of
text and to form up a support to create ways for reading. It is necessary
that the teacher implement this project in his or her classroom, because
these could help students to awake the interest in the reading
comprehension, through the short stories that is a funny way to achieve
that.

It is important to implement the constructivism in the classroom, the
constructivist view of learning can pointing direction of a number of
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different teaching practices. In the most general sense, it usually means
animating students to use active techniques (experiments, real-world
problem solving) to create more knowledge and then to reflect on and talk
about what they are doing and how their understanding is changing. The
teacher makes sure the students' understands preexisting conceptions,
and guides the activity to address them and then build on them.
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT
This proposal is going to influence students in a positive way
because they will feel motivated with each story and they could relate it
with their own life, as we know, each student is a different world from
another one. The teacher has to understand that the highest is going to
help the development of our proposal.
It is relevant to analyze this aspect because the teacher has to
know how to involve his/her students among themselves because he/she
has to share responsibility for the different activities that will be done in
groups.
According to Mandinach (2017) the educational psychologists apply
theories of human development to understand individual learning styles
and inform the instructional process. Therefore interaction with teachers
and students in school settings is an important part of their work, it isn’t the
only facet of the job. Learning is a lifelong endeavor. In general, people do
not only learn at school, they learn at all places that they are and even
doing

simple

tasks

like

household

chores

or

running

errands.

Psychologists working in this subfield examine how people learn in a
diversity of settings to identify methods and strategies to make learning
more active.
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FEASIBILITY
HUMAN RESOURCES
During the progress of this project, the researchers count on the
support of directives, teachers and parents to develop this work in the
institution that will be able to improve and strength the reading
comprehension in students of tenth grade of basic education. In first place
the school director allowed the researchers to carry out this investigation
work. As a second point, the English teacher all the time contributed with
the interview and the application of survey in students that saw in this
project as a way to encourage the English learning.
FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY
This Project is based on the students’ economy that is a problem at
the moment to acquire English resources. For that reason, the researchers
made a short booklet for each student that is not expensive for them. The
cost of these booklets will be covered by the researchers.
LEGAL FEASIBILITY
This project has legal feasibility because it is based on the Common
European theoretical Framework of Reference and LOEI that support all
this work since reading comprehension is very important to enhance the
learning of a foreign language (English). Therefore, the educative legal
framework as Ecuador indicates in the LOEI, unique chapter, article two
literal s) Flexibility "Education will have a flexibility that allows tailored to
the diversity, local and global realities, preserving the national identity and
cultural diversity, to assume and integrate them into the national
educational concert, both in concept and in its contents, scientifically
based technology and management models ".
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DESCRIPTION
The proposal of this research consists of the design of a booklet
with reading comprehension activities based on short stories to develop
new ways to increase the student’s motivation improving their vocabulary.
As a consequence, their oral production will be improved and learners will
develop an adequate communication of ideas in English and their critical
thinking will be strengthened.
It will extend a solution to the problem of inappropriate use of
didactic material in the classroom. The proposal will be performed in
students of tenth grade at Provincia de Chimborazo High School, which
could be developed with the researchers’ material, having as a main aim
the improve of students in their reading comprehension through this
booklet.
This booklet counts on ten short stories with different genres as
fantasy, romance, horror and mystery. The researchers want to implement
this kind of stories with the objective to motivate the reading
comprehension in students. Each short story has some images, four
pages in content approximately, and five exercises for each one. These
interactive activities explore different aspects such as vocabulary with the
correct definition, answer questions, find synonyms, answer true or false,
guess the meaning, put the beginning with ends together and complete
the story’s phrases.
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CONCLUSION
The proposal was designed to enhance students' vocabulary
through short stories that not only arises interest in their content full of
creativity, it motivates them to practice reading as a habit. In this booklet,
the student will be able to put all the reading skills into practice. This
project is feasible because it will benefit the educative community such
teachers and students with deficiency of reading comprehension.
It is important to mention that the researchers reached their
proposed objectives and that it was possible to motivate the students to
implement the comprehensive reading in their daily life, since the readings
according to their age and with current issues that lead students to feel
these stories as their own. In the case of students with special educational
needs, the teacher has the free capacity to handle the acquired material in
the most appropriate way for its academic performance.
When the students received the booklets, they felt very happy
because they will have more interactive classes developing reading
comprehension. The teacher and the principals thanked the researchers
for contributing the material given to the educational unit with the sole
interest that the students increase their lexicon and are motivated to
develop the reading skill in a better way.
Researchers recommend that the teacher must apply this resource
in their classes in order to motivate students to apply reading as a daily
routine taking into account that they take it as a hobby but not as an
obligation. We know that when students are forced to do something they
do not want, they put a very strong barrier to not complying with what is
asked.
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Tittle: The researchers are in the tutorial with the Tutor Msc. Jose Miguel
Campuzano.

Source: Universidad de Guayaquil teacher’s room
Author: María González - Lorena Lindao
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Tittle: The researchers are in the meeting with the School Sub-Director.

Source: School Sub-Director’s office at “Provincia de Chimborazo” high school.
Author: María González - Lorena Lindao
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Tittle: The researchers are in the interview with the English teacher.

Source: Tenth grade classroom at “Provincia de Chimborazo” high school.
Author: María González - Lorena Lindao
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Tittle: The researchers doing the surveys to the students.

Source: Tenth grade students at “Provincia de Chimborazo” high school.
Author: María González - Lorena Lindao
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UNIVERSIDAD DE GUAYAQUIL
FACULTAD DE FILOSOFIA Y CIENCIAS DE LA EDUCACION
COORDINACION GENERAL DE INVESTIGACION Y PROYECTO
ACADEMICO
ENCUESTA A LOS ESTUDIANTES
OBJETIVO: Determinar la influencia de historias cortas en el desarrollo
de la comprensión lectora a estudiantes de 10 año sección F, en el colegio
Provincia de Chimborazo.
Escala de Liker
Totalmente de
acuerdo
5

De acuerdo

Indeciso

Desacuerdo

Totalmente desacuerdo

4

3

2

1

INSTRUCION: Marque una “X” en el cuadro de acuerdo a su opinión.
N°

PREGUNTAS

1

La comprensión lectora en su proceso de aprendizaje es esencial para
el desarrollo de la comprensión de un texto.

2

Para mejorar la comprensión lectora, es necesario leer mucho para
aumentar el vocabulario.

3

La comprensión lectora influye en el rendimiento de los estudiantes

4

Las revistas, noticias, artículos u otro material en inglés son necesarios
para practicar la comprensión lectora.

5

Las historias cortas son una buena manera de aprender inglés.

6

Las historias cortas en inglés son una manera estratégica de aumentar
el léxico para mejorar el aprendizaje del inglés.

7

Las historias cortas son la clave del aprendizaje, podemos tomar
ventaja si lo usamos fuera de la escuela.

8

Usted considera importante el uso de historias cortas en el aprendizaje
del inglés.

9

El diseño de un folleto con actividades de historias cortas es importante
para desarrollar la comprensión lectora.

10

La implementación de este proyecto podría contribuir a la sociedad.

5

4

3
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2

1

ENTREVISTA AL DIRECTOR DEL COLEGIO
“PROVINCIA DE CHIMBORAZO”
1. ¿Cree usted que la comprensión lectora podría ser necesaria para
implementar en esta institución? ¿Por qué?
Sí, porque de esta forma los estudiantes tendrían mejor razonamiento de un
texto, es decir con esto los estudiantes adquirirían más conocimientos. Y esto
no solo los beneficia a ellos sino a toda la institución educativa, ya que se
tendría a estudiantes con criterio formado.
2. ¿Cómo beneficiaría el proyecto a la comunidad educativa del colegio
"Provincia de Chimborazo"?
Este proyecto beneficiaria a toda la comunidad educativa, especialmente a los
estudiantes porque tendrán un material que los ayudara para su proceso
educativo.
3. ¿Cree usted que las historias cortas ayudan a los estudiantes a mejorar
su vocabulario?
Si, sabiendo que esto es una clave importante para aprender un nuevo idioma,
con estas historias ellos conocerán nuevas palabras y esto les permitirá
comunicarse mejor con otras personas que hablen este idioma.

4. ¿De qué manera el trabajo de investigación estaría disponible para
cambiar la actitud de los estudiantes hacia la materia de inglés?
Gracias a este proyecto los estudiantes estarán más motivados por aprender
este idioma, ya que tendrán un nuevo e interactivo recurso, el cual les llamara
la atención y se sentirán más cómodos en estas clases.

5. ¿Cree que es importante hacer una evaluación de lectura después de
clase?
Sí, porque de esta forma el alumno podrá demostrar lo que ha aprendido en
cada clase, y con esto tomaría más interés por aprender, con el fin de obtener
buenas calificaciones y sobre todo un mejor nivel de aprendizaje.
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6. ¿La institución capacita a los profesores de inglés? ¿Cómo?
Los profesores se capacitan cada año con las capacitaciones otorgadas por el
Ministerio de Educación.

7. ¿Por qué es pertinente incluir el uso de la comprensión lectora en la
educación?
Porque esto es muy importante para el desarrollo de aprendizaje de los
estudiantes, ya que con lecturas tendrá muchos beneficios.

8. En su opinión personal, ¿cómo evalúa este proyecto?
Me parece que es un proyecto muy interesante y sobretodo necesario en los
ámbitos educativos, por el cual lo evalúo como excelente. Este proyecto es
muy interactivo y didáctico, ayudara a los estudiantes a adquirir nuevos
conocimientos.

9. Si otra persona le propone otro proyecto similar, ¿lo aceptaría? ¿Por
qué?
Sí, porque es un proyecto que beneficiara a toda la comunidad educativa.

10. ¿Qué necesitaría para mejorar la comprensión lectora en sus
estudiantes?
Para mejorar la comprensión lectora en los estudiantes se necesitarían más
materiales didácticos e interactivos.
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ENTREVISTA A LA MAESTRA DE INGLES DEL COLEGIO
“PROVINCIA DE CHIMBORAZO”

1. ¿Promueve la comprensión lectora en su clase?
Se lo hace pero no con mucha frecuencia ya que se debe seguir un plan de
clases de acuerdo al libro del gobierno, y este no contiene muchas actividades
para desarrollar la comprensión lectora.

2. ¿Qué tipo de estrategias usa para mejorar el conocimiento de los
estudiantes sobre vocabulario?
Para mejorar su conocimiento sobre vocabulario se realizan actividades con el
uso de materiales didácticos como flashcards, posters, fotos con el fin de que el
alumno visualice la imagen y de esta forma recuerde más rápido una palabra y
su significado.

3. ¿Cree usted que los problemas de comprensión lectora están
directamente relacionados con la metodología de enseñanza comúnmente
aplicada? Explique.
Si, el problema por el cual los alumnos no comprenden bien un texto, es porque
el docente no aplica la correcta metodología; para esto el docente debe estar
correctamente capacitado y sobretodo utilizar materiales que mejoren su clase
y el estudiante este más interesado en esta.
4. ¿De qué manera el trabajo de investigación estaría disponible para
cambiar la actitud de los estudiantes hacia la materia de inglés?
Este trabajo ayudara a muchos estudiantes, porque es un recurso que se
necesita para mejorar su aprendizaje en el idioma.

5. En su opinión personal, ¿cómo podría ser "una clase de lectura
interactiva"?
Una clase de lectura interactiva debe ser con muchos materiales que llamen la
atención al estudiante y con actividades dinámicas, para que el estudiante no
se aburra y no pierda el interés por aprender; como por ejemplo lecturas con
dibujos, con actividades antes y después de leer.
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6. ¿Cree que es necesario incluir herramientas de motivación como
lectura extensiva e intensiva en el desarrollo del plan de estudios? ¿Por
qué?
Si, esto se debería hacer en todas las clases con el fin de mejorar el
aprendizaje en el estudiante; además estas son técnicas que ayudara al
estudiante a desarrollar su dialecto y su entendimiento.

7. En su opinión personal, ¿cómo califica este proyecto?
Este proyecto es calificado como excelente porque permite al estudiante mejor
su nivel de aprendizaje, interesándose más por leer historias y prestando más
atención a las clases.

8. ¿Recibe la capacitación respectiva de la institución?
Son muy pocas las capacitaciones que envían en las instituciones privadas,
seria muy bueno que hubieran constantemente estas capacitaciones. En lo
personal busco capacitaciones aparte para asi mejorar mis clases.

9. ¿Cree usted que la propuesta de un folleto con actividades interactivas
de lectura ayudará a los estudiantes a mejorar su vocabulario? ¿Por qué?
Si, esto les ayudara mucho no solo para vocabulario sino también para otras
destrezas en las cuales los estudiantes tienen muchas falencias.

10. ¿Qué necesitaría para mejorar la comprensión lectora en sus
estudiantes?
Sería muy bueno adquirir recursos como laboratorios de inglés o por lo menos
grabadoras, las que permitirán a los estudiantes desarrollar mejor todas las
destrezas, no solo Reading. Esto incluso haría una clase más interactiva.
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3

Trevor Abbud
Sunday, 24 April 2016
When I think about my Rose, I picture her on our wedding day. I will never forget the way her
amber eyes glistened through the lacework of her veil like the sun piercing through puffy white
clouds. How her thick, ebony hair fell in waves against her frosted gown and was as dauntless as
her character and as dominant as the night’s sky. My hands were damp from nervous sweat. My
knees were untrustworthy. I gazed into the fire of her eyes through prisms of joyful tears. We kissed
and promised to love each other until death. Our lips parted, although they desired to embrace
forever. I reached over to a vase that was placed on the altar and came out with a symbol of my
love.
“A rose, for my most beautiful Rose. Know that you will always be my life.” I gently kissed her on
the cheek and handed her the red flower.
“Forever and always,” She said, and kissed me again, on the lips.
It’s the only kiss I think of since she left me. After four amazing years, she left me. I’ll never be
able to tell her I love her again. I know I can’t … and yet I refuse to believe it. I know she'll never
answer my call or respond to a letter. She's gone now for good. It breaks my heart to think she is all
alone and cold, with no one to hold her hand in the dark, or kiss her goodnight. God, I loved her.
Her leaving has torn a black, ugly hole in my soul that only she was capable of filling. I’m at a loss
of purpose; living—surviving—without my Rose has destroyed me. What’s the point? Not a day
goes by where I don’t feel sick inside. Thinking about it strangles my heart a little more every day. I
can feel the life being wrung out of me like a worn out rag, but I can’t help it. I need to think about
it, because if I don’t then that means I’m forgetting about my Rose.
We had something more than chemistry, more than passion and friendship. But how could I explain
it, without diminishing the true mystery of our love? We understood each other and accepted the
good along with the bad. We loved each other despite our faults, and saw mostly our perfections.
The last time I saw her, she stormed out in anger and slammed the door in my face. That day will
forever haunt me. My soul was crushed. Losing her has evaporated my spirit. I wish I could have at
least said goodbye. But no, all because of an argument we had and I can’t even remember what it
was about. I blame myself for letting her get in that car while being so distraught. I should have
known it was a cause for disaster.
The guilt will never go away. Without her I am nothing. She completed me in so many ways, and
now I just feel out of place. Without my Rose here, the whole world seems darker. What’s the
meaning of living if I can’t have her?
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Please, God, I want her back!
So many times have I prayed to God to bring her back to me, but I know it’s too late. Our vows
were broken by her death. But I’ll always love her.
I kneel beside the collection of roses I’ve brought every day for the past year. Some pink like her
tender lips, some white like her soul, others yellow like her golden eyes that so captivated me, but
most are red like her heart that once belonged to me. I can only hope that even after death, I’m still
its keeper. Her gravestone says she was an incredible wife, but those words can only scratch the
surface of what she meant to me.
I’m so sorry and I love you. I always will. Don’t worry. I’ll be back tomorrow to keep you company.
Goodbye, Rose.

End
https://short-story.me/romance-stories/957-goodbye-rose.html
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Glossary
Wedding =the act or ceremony of marrying.
Glistened =to reflect a sparkling light or a faint, flickering glow, as a wet surface;
shine.
Thick =adj. Having a great distance from one surface to the opposite; not thin.
Wave = a disturbance sent out or across from one point to another in a medium or space, without
progress or advance by the points themselves, as in the transmission of sound or light.
Tears = a drop of salty, watery fluid produced by glands around the eyelid.
Vow = a solemn promise, pledge, or personal commitment.
Soul = the principle of life, feeling, thought, and action in humans, thought of as something distinct
or separate from the body.
Rag =a piece of cloth, esp. one that is torn or worn:Get a rag and start dusting with it.
Gravestone = a stone marking a grave and usually giving the name and birth and death dates of the
person buried.
Dark = having very little or no light: a dark room.
Hole = an opening through something; gap: a hole in the roof.
Cheek = either side of the face below the eye and above the jaw.
Embrace = to clasp in the arms;

hug: He embraced her and told her how glad he was to see her again.
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Activities

Pre reading
1.- Read the words and color the correct drawings according the meanings.
Cheek

Gravestone

2.-Circle the correct synonymous of the next words.
Vows =
fight

promise

Unlighted

morning

Happy

ill

Skeleton

spirit

Dark =

Sick =

Soul =
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While reading
3.- Write adjectives to the next nouns according the reading.
______________ clouds
______________ hole
______________ flower
______________ eyes

4.-Circle the correct Rose`s physical appearance.
Dark skin
Ebony hair
Thick lips
Short ears
Amber eyes

5.- Read and underline the correct answers.
The couple was married …..
7 years

8 years

4 years

they had a discussion

they kissed

The last time they saw, they….
Had a party

Husband`s Rose think that the world without she is……
Dark

funny

bored

every week

every day

Husband`s Rose visit her ……..
Every month

6.- Read and complete the sentences.
The couple _________________ and ________________ to love each other until death.
The couple had more than ________________, passion and ______________.
Rose don`t have anybody to hold her __________________ in the _________________.
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Rose`s gravestone says she was an ______________ _______________.

7.-Match the color of the roses with their means according Rose`s husband.
Pink

Rose`s golden eyes

Yellow

Rose`s heart

White

Rose`s tender lips

Red

Rose`s soul

After reading
8.- Read the next questions and write Yes or No. Then talk with a partner about your answer.
Do you think it is advisable to fight with other people?
__________
Do you think it is important to value others?
__________
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Sunday, 08 March 2015
Alissa West
Mike watched the rain droplets roll down the driver’s side window. The small drops beginning at
the top slowly joined more droplets, eventually creating one single raindrop to travel down the
window. A smile stretched across his face as he remembered the days of riding in the back seat of
his parents’ car, choosing raindrops to win in races down the window.
Reclining his seat back, Mike stared further out the window, past the raindrops towards the small
blue house on the corner. He watched as lights turned on and off in different windows, assuming it
must be Sarah finishing getting ready. Memories flooded Mike’s mind as he sat, eyes closed,
listening to the rain. Images of Sarah running to the car in her shorts and tank tops were his favorite.
She was always the most energetic in the summer. Winter was usually the funniest to watch when
he would drive to her house to pick her up. She could never make it to the car without slipping on
her sidewalk and usually spent the rest of the night laughing at herself.
Mike opened his eyes to check the front door. Still no Sarah. He glanced at the passenger’s seat and
picked up a few coffee cups he had stashed on the seat. He always loved seeing her sit there.
Around people, she is the quietest person Mike knows, but when she sits in that seat, she could talk
for hours. He wouldn’t have it any other way. Mike finally saw movement out of the corner of his
eye and he turned to see Sarah close the door and walk towards the car. Her body seemed stiff as
she took quick steps and kept her arms crossed at her chest. Concerned, Mike leaned across the car
towards the passenger door and popped it open. Without eye contact, Sarah slid inside.
“Hey, are you okay?” Mike asked.
“Can we just drive for a bit,” Sarah said quietly. Mike stared at her for a moment as she remained
still in her seat. He finally shrugged and drove off down the road.
The two sat in silence for what seemed like years. Mike couldn’t read her. Her body was clenched
up and her arms were still crossed. She watched out the window and sniffed about every five
minutes. Mike reached over and placed his hand on her knee. “You can talk to me, you know.” he
said. “We haven’t been dating for four years for you to not talk to me when something’s wrong.”
She turned towards Mike, tears streaming down her face. “We’re moving.” Her sniffs became sobs
as she buried her face in her hands. Mike watched as the strong women he’s come to know fell apart
in the seat next to him. He quickly pulled the car over and took a deep breath, thinking of what to
say next.
“Where to?” he asked as he rubbed her back. Her sobs grew harder and Mike leaned back, knowing
he probably asked the wrong question. As she calmed down, Sarah wiped the mascara smeared
under her eyes and caught her breath.
“California,” she said, still sniffling. “2,237 miles away.”
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Mike’s heart sank and questions built up in his head. They talked about their future together: getting
married, starting a family, building a house. “My dad got a really good job offer there. It’s a nice
neighborhood I guess. And my mom said we could get a dog if we wanted,” she said, trying to fight
back more tears. That was the Sarah Mike knew. Even in the worst situation, she always tired to be
positive. He sighed. How could I even live without her, he thought. Mike searched solutions. He
glanced out the window to watch the droplets again. He saw multiple form together and move down
the window, rolling off the car. An idea slowly grew in his mind. They had to be together. There
wasn’t another option. They had to do whatever would work.
“Marry me,” Mike said, turning to face Sarah. Her crying stopped and silence filled the car again.
“What?” she whispered.
“Sarah, will you marry me?”
Her eyes grew large as she held her breath. She shifted back in her seat and folded her hands in her
lap. Mike was okay with the silence. He wanted her to think this through. It was a big decision. He
noticed her eyes light up while she turned to him.
“Yes,” her smile was the biggest he had ever seen it. Mike couldn’t help but let out a laugh of relief
as he reached over and hugged her. He held her as she dug her face in his chest and laughed through
tears. He grinned as he looked around his car again. The sound of the rain was comforting and
calming. He gave Sarah a small squeeze, holding tight to the love of his life. Another memory
added to this car, he thought.

End.
https://short-story.me/romance-stories/785-rainy-windows.html
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Glossary

Drop = a small amount of liquid produced in a globule:A few drops of blood fell from the cut on her
hand.

Sidewalk = a usually paved walk at the side of a roadway.
Flood =a great flowing or overflowing of water, esp. over land not usually submerged.
Tank =a large container for holding a liquid or gas: a full tank of gas.
Step =a movement made by lifting the foot and setting it down again in a new position, as in
walking.
Chest =the front portion of the body enclosed by the ribs; thorax.
Tear = a drop of salty, watery fluid produced by glands around the eyelid:Tears wash away dirt and
dust in the eye.

Smile = to put on a facial expression that involves an upturning of the corners of the mouth, usually
indicating pleasure or amusement, but sometimes scorn
Squeeze = to press togetherwith force;compress: The crowd almost squeezed me flat!
Tight = of such close texture or fit as to prevent air, water, etc., from getting through:a tight roof.
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Activities

Pre reading
1.- Read the words and circle the correct picture according the meaning.
Smile

Raindrop

2.- Find the next words: Tank, drop, chest, step.
C

D

J

O

A

I

H

F

S

T

E

P

E

R

H

A

L

O

S

A

O

N

K

R

T

I

N

k

O

D

A

D

G

U

S

T
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While reading
3.- Read and answer the next questions coloring the correct picture.
Where was Mike when he remembered to Sarah?

4.- Read the next sentences and underline the correct option.
Mike smiles when he remembered the days of riding in the back seat of his……
Cousin`s car

parent`s car

father car

Sarah was always the most energetic in the….
Winter

spring

summer

Sarah is the ………………….. person Mike knows.
Quietest

funniest

youngest

Mike and Sarah have been dating for ………….
5 years

2 years

4 years

5.- Order the sentences according the reading.
______ Mike observed the small blue house on the corner.
______ Mike watched the rain droplets.
______ Mike said “marry me”, turning to face Sarah.
______ Mike stared at her for a moment as she remained still in her seat.
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6.- Read the sentences and write true or false.
Mike loved seeing Sarah sit at the passenger`s seat.

_____________

Favorite memory`s mike was when Sarah running to the car in her blue pants. _____________
Mike liked remember the days of swimming in his pool.

_____________

Sarah will travel to Mexico.

_____________

7.- Underline the reasons why Sarah will travel.
She will marry.
Her Dad got a really good job offer.
Her mom said they could get a dog there.
She will have a bored neighborhood.

After reading
8.- Read the next questions and write Yes or No. Then talk with a partner about your answer.
Do you think that Mike and Sarah will marry?
__________
Do you think that is necessary remember things of the past?
__________
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Saul Greenblatt
Sunday, 28 February 2016 05:38
Janice Dell, a thirty-five-year-old accountant was still working when the
other accountants left for the day. Harry Carson, a colleague, stopped at her
cubicle. “Hey, Janice, it’s time to go home. Come on, I’ll walk you out.”
“No, thanks, Harry, I’m going to stay for a while longer and take care of
some unfinished work.”
“Okay. See you tomorrow,” he said and left.
Janice sat back and sighed. “What’s the point of going home to an empty apartment? Everybody
has somebody, but I don’t have anybody. The bar scene is terrible, a waste of time. Match-making
is a waste of time. There has to be a way. My biological clock is ticking, and I’m afraid I’ll never
have a child. Oh, well, I might as well go home,” she said, turned off her computer, went to her car,
and drove home.
As she was driving slowly along a foggy, two-lane road, her steering and brakes failed, the car went
into the oncoming lane and she crashed into an oncoming car. She was transported to a hospital
emergency room where she was examined and admitted.
The next afternoon, Dr. Elway visited Janice. “Well, Ms. Dell, other than a few cuts and bruises,
you are in good shape. Your seat belt and air bag probably saved your life. With rest, you’ll be fine.
If you have a comfortable night, I’ll discharge you tomorrow after breakfast. Have a good night,” he
said and left. A short while later, a man about forty entered her room. “Ms. Dell, my name is Jason
Weld. May I come in?”
“Uh, do I know you?”
“Actually, you don’t. I was in the car your car hit.”
“Oh, my God. I’m so glad you’re alright. Please, come in.”
“Thank you,” he said and pulled a chair up to her bed. “I wanted to know how you were, and I see
you’re okay. I’m glad.”
“I have a few cuts and bruises, but nothing serious. The doctor said the seat belt and air bag
probably saved me. The doctor said he’s going to discharge me after breakfast tomorrow.”
“Can I give you a ride home?”
“Did you get a new car?”
“I had two cars, so how about a ride.”
“That would be great if it’s not an inconvenience.”
16

“It’s not an inconvenience. I’ll come back tomorrow morning around ten. Have a good night,” he
said and left. The next morning, Jason arrived at ten, drove her home, and walked with her to her
front door. “Uh, Janice, would you join me for dinner tomorrow?”
“Dinner? Uh, yes, I would like that.”
“Great. I’ll pick you up at 7:00. Will that be okay?”
“Yes. I’ll be waiting out front.”
“Okay. See you then,” he said and left.
There were many more dates, and after three months of dating, at
dinner one evening, Janice and Jason confessed their love for
each other.
“Well, since we love each other, I think it’s time for us to live
together.”
“Janice, I would love that, but it’s not simple.”
“What do you mean?”
He took her hands in his. “Darling, I love you, and I would love for us to be together, but, but…”
“But what, Jason?”
“This is so difficult to explain. Janice, do you agree that there is a lot we don’t understand
about…about life and…and death?
“Of course, but what are you getting at?”
“After the accident, you ended up in the hospital. When I came to see you, did you wonder why I
didn’t have a scratch on me? Did you wonder why I didn’t look like a person who was in an
accident?”
Janice thought for several moments. “I didn’t think about it then, but I’m thinking about it now, and
now I’m really confused.”
“Janice, when we collided, I, well, you’re not going to believe this, but the truth is, I died.
“Jason, do you hear yourself? You died? Jason, did you escape from a mental institution?”
“Believe me, Janice, I’m not insane.”
“Okay, what’s the rest of this absurd story?”
“It sounds absurd, but it’s true. After the accident, as though by magic, at the moment I died, I stood
on the road and watched the EMTs put you in the ambulance.”
“You stood on the road and…what? Okay, now you’re supposed to tell me what the joke is.”
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“I’m not joking. Janice, I died in the accident. As I watched, I heard a voice…in my head. The
voice told me that I was not ready to be taken, and could function almost like a live person, but, at
some time in the future, and I would never know when, I would be taken.”
“This is preposterous. Are you a writer? Are you writing a fantasy? I don’t believe any of this.
Taken? Taken where? What are you talking about? Look, I love you, but…”
“Janice, please believe me. It sounds crazy, I know and I agree, but it’s true. I’m dead, and I could
be taken any time. How can I prove that I’m dead? Remember, I said I could function almost like a
live person. Almost,” he said, stood and helped Janice stand. “Now, I want you to push your hand
against my chest.”
“Okay,” she said and pushed her hand against his chest and her arm
went through his body. “Oh, my God,” she yelled, pulled her arm out,
and fainted. After a few moments, she opened her eyes.
“Well, do you believe me, now?”
“I believe you.”
“If we are in love, if we live together, you will eventually want to get
married. Janice, knowing that I could be taken at any time, would you
want to marry me? We could be making love, and I could disappear. Do you want to live like
that?”
Janice looked at Jason for several moments. “Alright, I believe you, and I love you. Yes, I’ll take
the risk. Now, let’s plan our wedding. Time is our enemy.”
“Janice, we don’t have time for a wedding.”
“You’re right. We don’t have time,” she said, put her hands to her face and sobbed. After a few
moments, she looked at Jason through tear-filled eyes. “It just struck me. I could lose you at any
moment. Jason, I love you and I don’t want to lose you.”
“I don’t want to lose you either, but it’s going to happen. I’m going to be taken,” he said and
hugged her. “I’ve caused you pain. I never should have let this happen. I’m sorry.”
“Please don’t be sorry. Before you came into my life, I was lonely. Now, I’m not lonely. I’m happy.
Even if we have a short time together, it will be a happy time for me. I don’t have any regrets.
Jason, my love, before it’s too late, I want a baby. I want your baby.”
Jason looked lovingly at her for several moments.
“Okay. You’ll have a baby.”
The next morning, at breakfast, Jason held her hands.
“Darling, you are going to be a mother,” he said, and, as
she looked into his eyes, he disappeared; he was taken.
Nine months later, Janice gave birth to a boy. Her son,
whom she named Jason, grew into a healthy, handsome
young man, who would not let her forget his father. Her
son looked, talked, and sounded like his father. As her son grew up and went his way, and she grew
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old, the man she loved and had in her life for a short time, was in her heart to the end when she was
taken, possibly to be with the man she loved.
The End
https://short-story.me/romance-stories/916-my-love-was-taken-from-me.html

Pre reading
1. Choose the correct synonyms of the following words.
Take care:
Keep

gather

break down

watch out

along

urgency

authorize

checked

glove

concurrently

permission

countenance

leeway

give

credit

allow

juncture

apparently

situation

collectively

difficulty

event

Emergency:
Yield
Examined:
Common
Biological:
Vital
Admitted:
Regard
Problably:
Accident
Together:
Climacteric
Believe:
Think

analysis

check-up

mark

While – reading
2. Read the sentence and circle true or false according to the reading.
a) Janice is thirtty-nine yeas old

true

false

b) She is going to take care of some unfinished work

true

false

c) Janice has somebody to share her life

true

false

d) Janice and Jason confessed their love for each other

true

false

e) Janice gave bird to a girl

true

false
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3. Complete the sentences with the missing phrases.
a.

My biological clock is

_____________________

b.

The car went into the oncoming lane

_____________________

c.

Your seat belt and air bag

_____________________

d.

The doctor said he’s going to

_____________________

e.

Janice and Jason confessed

_____________________

f.

Darling, I love you, and I would

_____________________

g.

The voice told me that

_____________________

h.

Darling, you are going to be

_____________________

After – reading
4. Answer the following questions about the reading.
1)

What was the story about?

2)

Why Janice wanted to stay for a while longer in the office?

3)

Why she was afraid?

4)

What happened with her steering and brakes?

5)

Who visited Janice the next afternoon?

6)

What did the doctor say?

7)

What happened after three months of dating?

8)

Did Janice believe on Jason?

9)

What is the real situation of Jason?

10)

What did Janice think about this absurd story?

11)

Why Jason did not want to get married?

12)

How did Janice feel before Jason came into her life?

13)

What did Jason say to Janice before he was taken?

14)

Who was in Janice heart when she was taken?
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Cameron Kirk
Sunday, 23 April 2017 14:55
Nikita opened her eyes. She was sitting on a chair in a small
white room. She didn’t remember how she came to be there or
anything at all about her life before that moment. The only
thing she knew was her name. Nikita. She spoke the word
softly to herself, to confirm the reality of it, and, satisfied that
it was in fact her name, stood up. Looking around she noticed
the only feature of the otherwise featureless room. A door.
She opened the door and looked through into another room,
much like the one she stood in, but this room contained a small table and chair. She stepped through
and approached the table. Upon the table were a glass of milk and a sandwich. She ate the sandwich
and drank the milk. They were good and she was satisfied. She noticed the door to the previous
room was closed, though she was certain she had left it ajar upon entering. She walked over and
tried to open the door, but it was locked.
There was however, another door in the opposite wall. This one opened to another small white
room, complete with table, chair, sandwich and milk. Nikita noticed that the table was an oval
shape, whereas the previous table had been square. The sandwich was different too. A chicken
sandwich compared to the previous ham and tomato. It wasn’t milk at all, but orange juice. This
room also contained a bed. She entered the new room and lay upon the bed for a few moments.
Feeling refreshed, she got up and again noticed the door to the previous room had closed itself as
she lay. She did not attempt to open it, knowing that it would be locked. Once again, there was a
second door in the opposite wall opening into another identical room..
Nikita’s curiosity led her into that new room. There was a man sitting on
the chair.
‘Nikita, baby, where have you been? I’ve been waiting for you.’ He
embraced her, and she felt she should know this man, but she didn’t.
‘I’m sorry. I don’t remember you’, she whispered.
“It’s me Honey, Charles, your husband.” His face was sad.
He seemed nice, she thought. A Caring and concerned man, handsome
too. But she just didn’t know him.
She stayed with him while he explained their life together, how they had met, how much they loved
each other. It pleased her, to find this man who clearly cared for her so deeply. They ate and drank
together: roast duck, potatoes and green tea. It was delicious, and Charles was happy, so she was
happy too. They lay on the bed, a softer one than the bed in the previous room. They laughed and
kissed.
Later, when Charles was sleeping, she looked at the doors. The one she knew she could not go back
through, and the other; the one she knew would open for her if she wished it.
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Careful not to wake him, she slipped off the bed and approached the door. She opened it and looked
back at Charles. She walked through into the new room.
“Honey, Nikita, where have you been? We’ve been waiting for you’, said Charles. But it wasn’t
Charles, this was a different Charles. Oh he loved her he said. He was kind and caring, a good man.
But it wasn’t the same Charles.
A child sat playing with a toy train, a boy about 3 years old. “Mummy, mummy look, I have a
train.” Nikita was mesmerized by this child. My little boy she thought, how so very beautiful you
are. She touched his face and held him. A happiness she could not have imagined settled deep in
Nikita’s soul.
Nikita and her family shared a warm meal, and they talked. They talked about their love for each
other, and they talked about their plans for the future. Her son’s name was Stevie, and he wanted to
be a train driver when he grew up.
Later when Charles and Stevie were sleeping, hands touching,
Nikita stared at the ceiling. She did not look at the doors. She did
not want to look at the doors. At the door. The one taking her to a
new place, a different life, subtly different, but a different life
nonetheless.
She wanted to stay in this place, with Charles and Stevie.
But the door called to her. She ignored it for as long as she could. The door sang of possibilities, but
she fought it. What do I care for possibilities when this, this place, is all I want? I won’t go. I don’t
want for anything more.
Still, she slipped off the bed and approached the door.
She looked back at Charles and Stevie. She thought for a moment of the other Charles in the other
room. Silent tears fell from her eyes as she opened the door.

https://short-story.me/mystery-stories/1106-doors.html
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Glosary
Feature:

An important part or characteristic

Steep: A movement made by lifting the foot and setting it down again in a new position, as in
walking
Approach: To come nearer. To come within range for comparison. To make contact with, usually
in order to start negotiations. To begin work on.
Certain: free from doubt or reservation; confident; destined; sure to happen; bound to come;
that will surely follow and cannot be avoided; established as true or sure;
that cannot be argued about
Whereas: while on the contrary; it being the case that.
Lay: to put or place in a position that is flat; set down. To submit for someone's consideration; to
charge someone as being responsible for (something).
Together: into or in one gathering or body; into or in union, as two or more things; nto relationship,
etc., as two or more persons.
Wish: to want; desire.
Careful: cautious in one's actions; done or performed with accuracy or caution; taking pains in
one's work.
Slipped: to (cause to) move or go smoothly; (cause to) slide; to slide suddenly and accidentally,
esp. so as to fall or go lower:
Kind: aving a good nature or way of behaving; Compassionate.
Mesmerized: to keep the attention of; fascinate or spellbind
Held: to have or keep in the hand; to (cause to) be, stay, or remain in a certain state.
Set: to put (something or someone) in a particular place or posture
Stare: to gaze or look at deeply, intently, etc., esp. with the eyes wide open
Ceiling: the overhead inside surface of a room; Businessan upper limit on an amount, as the amount
of money that can be spent, etc.
Nonetheless: nevertheless; in spite of that
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Pre-Reading
Warm up
1. Look at the title and guess what this story abour is?
2. What would you feel if you woke up one day and did not remember anything or anyone?
3. Who is Nikita for you?
4. What happen with her head?

While-Reading
COMPREHENSION
5. Read the text again and answer the questions.
a. Where is Nikita at the begining?

b. What she could see through the first door?

c. What was the meal that she found through the second door?

d. What was the name of her husband?

e. What was the reaction of Nikita when she saw her husband and son?

f. What she felt when she opened each door?
6. Answer T (true) or F (false).
a. Nikita remember all her life since the beginning.

T/F

b. She only new her name

T/F

c. She was with a lot of people in the room

T/F

d. The name of her husband is David

T/F

e. She has a little kid calling Stevie

T/F
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After Reading
Answer the following questions.
a. What do you feel about this story?

b. What was the best part of the story for you?

c. Interpret the best part of the story with your friends

26

27

Catina Noble
Sunday, 21 October 2012
I feel odd, not like my usual self. Something is different; I cannot put my finger on it. I think for a
few minutes. I look inside myself. I do not like what I see. I am an empty shell, I just sit here. I
occupy space for others. I close my eyes and just breathe. I breathe for one minute, two minutes and
three minutes. Just maybe, just maybe I am mistaken. Maybe I am not an empty, rotten cavern. I
peek again. I whisper “Hello?” My own timid voice echoes lightly back. Is that really my own
voice? This is scary. What is going on? Where am I? A better question would be; WHO THE HELL
IS THIS?
There used to be so many colours inside of me. I am colourless. I am nothing but air and time.
Where have all my colours gone? Did I throw them all out, was it on purpose or by accident?
Maybe my colours were snatched from me, stolen. No colour equals death.
I miss my yellow, purple, red, pink and even my blue. Without my colours I am no one. I do not
really exist. Without colours how can others see me the way I want and need to be seen? Without
colours I am close to death. Am I dying? Who put the stamp on me that say EXIT? I would go and
find more colours but it is not that easy. No one just randomly leaves their colours pattering around.
I need the colour yellow. Yellow is my laughter. It reminds me of sunshine during the summer. I
love having the sun bake down on my skin. Yellow reminds me that there are priceless moments
that we live for. Those snapshots of our lives that make us feel on top of the world! Yellow makes
me smile and grateful for who I am.
I miss purple. This colour brings me hope. What a life to live without purple! No hope day after
day, after day. There would be no point. I need to cling to purple like a raft that drifts alone in the
ocean. Purple is like my mask. A mask I need in order to face challenges.
Pink provides me with protection. Pink is what protects me from the ugly slush that is constantly
thrown at me. Not just during the winter months either. There is such an abundance of slush. I am
lucky enough to encounter it quite frequently. The good news is the slush is free. Just a heads up,
frequent use does not accumulate air miles! My pink is a cape with sequins that sparkle and cloak
me when I need it.
My blue has been stripped away! How dare they? This is my strength Blue is my mojo and energy.
How am I to give to others? I cannot even breathe without my colour blue. Blue is like water, it
quenches my soul’s thirst.
Tears glide down. I blink several times. This is not a dream. This is my harsh reality. I look down
and inside myself once again. Still, there are no colours. Inside of me is still horrid black. There are
no colours that dance around. Just a dark cavern, I am pathetic space. Something is trying to come
to light. There is something crucial that I need to remember. It is important. Without colours,
WITHOUT COLOURS WHAT? Why are colours so important?
Someone gently takes hold of my left hand. They whisper gently into my left ear “Do not move, just
be. I love you today, tomorrow and always”. NO COLOUR IS.....DEATH.
THE END
https://short-story.me/fantasy-stories/499-colors.html
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Glossary

Odd = differing in nature from what is usual or expected: an odd choice for ambassador.
Shell = a hard outer covering of an animal, such as of a clam, snail, or turtle.
Breathe = to take (air, etc.) into the lungs and send (it) out; inhale and exhale.
Peek = to glance quickly or secretly; peep: Can't we peek at the presents?
Death = the act of dying; the end of life.
Raft = a more or less rigid floating platform made of materials that will not sink.
Slush = partly melted snow: The snow had melted to brownish, dirty slush.
Mask = a covering for the face, worn to hide one's identity, to frighten, or to cause laughter.
Strength = the quality of being strong. Power by reason of influence, authority, or resources.
Glide = to move smoothly, as if without effort. (Of time) To elapse in a gradual way that goes
unnoticed.

Horrid = such as to cause horror. Extremely unpleasant; nasty.
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Activities

Pre reading
1.- Read the words and circle the correct drawing according their meaning.
Finger

Summer

Hand

Sequins
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While reading
2.- Match to form sentences.
Main character think that he occupy space

stolen

Main character feels

death

Main character think that his colors were

for others

Main character said: no colors equal..odd

3.- Underline the correct option.
Main character cannot help another people without
Clothes

sunshine

colors

diseases

fights

Purple help you to face
Challenges

Yellow is like the sunshine during
Winter

summer

autumn

sad

sleepy

Main character feel
Happy

4.- Write yes or no according your personal criteria. Then talk with a friend about your
answers.
You need energy to help another peopleIt is good to feel cheerful and above all grateful to others.
People always should feel colorful.
Colors are very important in our daily life.

_______
_______
_______
_______

5.- Color the circles according the main character think that they mean.
Energy

Protection
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Laughter

Hope

After reading
6.- Read the next questions and write Yes or No. Then talk with a partner about your answer.
Do you think that colors are important in our life?
__________
Do you think that it is necessary to have energy, and with this help another people?
__________
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Fictafic
Sunday, 25 September 2016
I watched a small family move into the house across the street a few months back. We learnt they
were called the Stones. They did not relate with the neighbors and seemed to love the dark, and the
solitude of their house. We thought that to be weird and tried to engage them in conversations, but
they looked at us like we were the walking dead. With time, we all learnt to live without disturbing
them. They had the right to live their lives the way they wanted, as long as they did not break any
laws.
Some days I felt them stare at me from their windows as I went to school. I became scared and stole
a look their way once in a while but they never batted an eyelid or took their gaze off me. They just
stared. I told Father about the stares one night over dinner and he was angry. He stood from the
dinner table, intending to walk over to their house but Mother stopped him. She would not allow
that or allow Father to carry out his threats. She promised to talk with Mrs. Stone.
“She would understand,” Mother said. “She should understand.”
Mother went to speak with Mrs. Stone the next day. She didn’t say how their discussion went, when
she returned. She just told me I had nothing to worry about anymore. They would not disturb me
again.
A few days later, Mother and Father travelled to Florida to visit granny, who we heard had been
hospitalized. I heard a knock on the door the next day and opened the door to see Mrs. Stone
standing at our doorstep; her back to the door and her face to the street. She seemed to gaze at a
black cat which sat on their porch. She turned toward me, giving me a cold stare, and then smiled
calmly; her lips parting, to reveal a set of brown teeth. I swallowed hard in fear, and her smile was
gone. She asked for Mother and said they had some issues to discuss. I told her Mother could not
come to the door. She was still asleep.
“I see,” Mrs. Stone replied.
She stared past me into the house, and I moved to block her line of sight. A smirk appeared on her
face and then it was gone too.
“I’ll be back when they return,” I heard her say as she walked away.
I returned from school late that day. I had earlier stopped over at Evelyn’s house. Mother and Father
were due to return home that night, so I felt there was no need to rush home. I looked around me as
I got close to home. I had a feeling I could not quite understand. The night had already settled in
around me. I opened the door and stepped into the house. There seemed to be an electrical fault
within it. There was no supply of electricity. I tapped my phone and walked towards the kitchen
using the light the screen provided. There was a flashlight in the kitchen cupboard. I pulled it out
and turned it on.
Upstairs, I heard some footsteps, then mother’s voice as she giggled.
“Mum!” I called.
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There was silence within the house.
“Up here darling,” I heard my mother’s voice call.
I walked toward the stairs, wondering why mother had not called when they got home. I gently
climbed up, and walked to their room. I knocked on the door but heard her voice call from the attic.
“Up here darling,”
I walked towards the attic stairs, wondering what mother was doing up there that night. The door
downstairs opened and I stopped.
“We are back,” I heard Mother call from downstairs.
I turned around and ran as a creature came charging at me through the open attic door. I ran down
the stairs as fast as I could. I heard a muffled squeal behind me, then the sound of the attic door
creaking, as it slid shut.
Power was restored within the house as I made contact with Mother in the living room.
“What is the matter?” Mother asked, as I panted in her embrace.
Father had been bringing in the luggage and left the door open. In the street outside, I saw Mrs.
Stone stare at me coldly. She stood a few feet from the street light, with folded arms. I tapped
Mother lightly. Mother turned towards my stare but Mrs. Stone was gone.
***
I still feel them stare at me as I go to school every morning. I try not to show how scared I am, but I
know they see it.
Yesterday, Father returned home with some good news. He has been transferred to New York and
we are to move with him. I seem to be the happiest, which surprises both Mother and Father. They
think I would have fought the move because of the friends I am to leave behind.
I would miss my friends, but I need my peace back. A tap on my shoulder always wakes me up at 5
am every morning to the sight of Mrs. Stone sitting by my bedside, apparitions walking through my
bedroom walls, a crow perching outside my window, or my name written in blood all over my
room. Mother and Father don’t see it. They don’t know of it. They don’t hear my screams when I
wake up and they don’t see the writings either. Maybe I’m going crazy. I do not know. Only the
move to New York would tell.
I don’t wish to tell anyone about it. I once told Margaret and she too began to experience it every
morning. Yesterday, I heard she was detained in a psychiatric facility and kept under watch for
being suicidal. I wish I never told her.
I sincerely hope no one reads this. I am only writing this to ease the burden that I feel. I hope I find
peace in New York. Maybe distance would lift whatever has been done to me.

End
https://short-story.me/horror-stories/1022-the-stones.html
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Glossary

Weird = suggesting the supernatural; unearthly: a weird sound in the night.
Eyelid = the movable lid of skin that covers and uncovers the eyeball.
Gaze = to look steadily and intently, as with great interest or wonder: He gazed out the window at the
sunset.

Smirk = to smile in an offensively self-satisfied way: They smirked behind the teacher's back.
Giggle = to laugh in a silly, often high-pitched way, as from nervous embarrassment.
Creak = to (cause to) make a sharp, scraping, or squeaking sound.
Teeth = n. pl. one of the hard bony parts attached in a row to each jaw, serving to bite and chew
food or, esp. in animals, as weapons.
Screen = a device, usually a covered frame, that provides shelter, separates parts of a room, etc.
Blood = the red fluid that flows through the heart throughout the body.
Engage = to occupy the attention or efforts of; involve. He engaged his daughter in conversation.
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Activities

Pre reading
1.- Read the next words and draw the pictures.
Teeth

Scared

Bedroom

Screen

While reading

2.- Order the sentences.
_____ The boy ran down the stairs as fast as he could.
_____ Family´s boy learnt they were called the Stones.
_____ The boy looked around him as he got close to home.
_____ Mother´s boy went to speak Mrs. Stones the next day.

3.- Read the sentences and circle True or false.
Family Stones is a big family.

True

False

Neighborhood learnt to live without disturbing family Stones.

True

False

Family Stones did not relate with the neighborhood.

True

False

Family Stones had 1 week living in the new house.

True

False
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4.-Read and complete the sentences.
Parent´s boy travelled to ______________ to visit ________________.
Boy heard a _____________ on the door the next day and _____________was standing out his
doorstep.
Boy tapped his phone and
__________________ provided.

walked

towards

the

__________________

using

the

Mr. Stone stood a few feet from the ___________________ light, with, __________________
arms.

After reading
5.-Read the next sentences and circle the correct option according your personal criteria.
Then talk with a friend about your answers.
Family´s boy should move to another country.

Yes

The child had to tell everything that was happening to his parents.

Yes No

The boy's parents should not leave him alone.

No

Yes No
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