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INTRODUCTION 

     This project is based on the investigation of the influence of the correct 

structuring of paragraphs in the written production of the students of the 

tenth grade of general basic education of Juan Javier Espinoza Unit 

morning session. 

     Using as a resource, all the information that was compiled in this 

investigation and the instruments gathering data, it was possible to reach 

the conclusion that the application of an exercise booklet will improve the 

students’ skills to structure paragraphs correctly. To get to that conclusion, 

the authors of this thesis completed four chapters detailed bellow. 

     Chapter I contains the context of research, conflict situation, scientific 

fact, causes, problem formulation, research objectives and justification of 

the problem of investigation. 

     Chapter II presents the theoretical framework that support this thesis 

including the background of the investigation, the theoretical foundations, 

linguistics foundations, epistemological foundation, philosophical 

foundation, psychological foundation, didactic-pedagogical foundation and 

a legal foundation. 

     Chapter III details the methodology, analysis, process and discussion of 

the results: the types of research used, population and sample, 

operationalization of the variables matrix chart, the research methods and 

instruments, an analysis of the research instruments, and the conclusions 

and recommendations. 

     Chapter IV contains the proposal name, its justification, objectives, 

theoretical aspects, feasibility and conclusions.
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM 

Context of research 

In the field related to the learning of the English language it is 

necessary to write in an appropriate way, for that it is important to know the 

correct structure of the paragraphs of the different texts and to achieve a 

greater interest on the part of the students in the study of a foreign language. 

This research seeks to help Tenth graders of General Basic 

Education at Juan Javier Espinoza Education Unit morning session and 

thus improve the writing skill and competences that students need. 

The Educational Unit Juan Javier Espinoza bears this name to honor 

to former Ecuadorian president and is located in the province of Guayas, 

Guayaquil, Tarqui parish, Cooperative Sergio Toral 1, which was created by 

Ministerial agreement in the year 2011 having as director the Lic. Kerly 

Alvarado Marcial. In the 2014, it was reformed again being established as a 

general basic education public school and its principal is Mg. Marjorie Arias 

Cedeño.  

It has an infrastructure consisting of 25 concrete made classrooms, 

an auditorium, a student council department and a general administrative 

building. In addition, the institution has an educational camp due to the large 

number of students enrolled and the multiple adjustments that are being 

made. It has two educational shifts, were 28 teachers work in the morning 

and in the afternoon it functions with 32 teachers.  

Currently, 1198 students are enrolled, 659 in the morning and 539 in 

the afternoon shift. This group of students face many challenges day 
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after day due to different factors that influence their learning environment 

since the sector in which the institution is located is considered as conflictive 

for problems such as crime, drugs, alcoholism, and home abandonment by 

the parents are found.  

For these reasons, many students become vulnerable losing interest 

in the subject, leaving aside the development of writing, leaving aside the 

importance to learn a second language and to be more competent in society 

and work in the labor field.  

 

Conflict situation 

During initial observations performed by of the researchers, it could 

be observed that for students it is difficult to write a text in the English 

language. This can be generated by various factors such as being unaware 

when structuring paragraphs, failures in grammar or lack of vocabulary. 

These factors negatively influence students as they may think that they are 

not able to write a narrative text, and will detract their motivation for all kinds 

of knowledge related to the subject. 

This was evidenced when performing an activity which consisted in 

giving a topic to be developed by the students being. This was complex for 

them since they could not solve it in the time estimated even with the teacher 

in charge demonstrating that the biggest problem of the classroom is how 

to write texts. 

 The students who managed to finish the activity had inconveniences 

in structuring the paragraphs since they lacked coherence and could not 

determine the main idea of the subject being so complicated to understand.  

 It is for this reason that this project will seek to solve the problem of 

structuring paragraphs of narrative texts to improve the written production 

of students. 



 
 

22 
 

Scientific fact 

Deficiency in the knowledge of narrative texts paragraphs structure in the 

written production of Tenth grade students of Juan Javier Espinoza 

Educational Unit.  

It is important to correct the errors that appear at the time of writing 

and even more if the failures start from the structure of the paragraph, which 

by not having the proper structure could not possibly have coherence. 

Written production is a fundamental axis when students want to learn 

a new language therefore, they must learn in a correct way all the structures 

that can be found in the different types of text, for which research on this 

topic is considered important. 

Causes  

• Inadequate paragraph structure knowledge when making a narrative 

text. 

• Incorrect sequence in the writing of facts  

• Lack of guidance for the development of the topics provided by the 

teacher. 

Problem formulation 

 How does the knowledge of narrative texts paragraphs’ structure 

affect the written production of Tenth grade students, room B from Juan 

Javier Espinoza Educational Unit public, Zone 8, District 8, Circuit 5, in the 

academic year 2017-2018? 

Research objectives 

General objective  

To analyze the incidence of narrative texts paragraphs structure in written 

production through a literature review, field study, and statistical analysis for 
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the design of a narrative text exercises booklet to improve written 

production. 

Specific objectives  

• To characterize the use of structure of paragraphs in narrative texts  

through a literature review, field study, and statistical analysis   

• To value the coherence of written production through a literature review, 

field study, and statistical analysis 

• To determine the appropriate way to encourage written production using 

narrative text structure knowledge through the most relevant data 

collected  

Research questions  

1. How does the structure of paragraphs affect written production? 

2. What is the appropriate way to develop student’s written ability for better 

school performance? 

3. Why is it important to know the structures that are used during the 

creating process narrative texts in different tenses? 

4. Which structures should Tenth grade students use to create a narrative 

text? 

5. What are the guidelines for writing a narrative text? 

6. How can different type of narrative texts be differentiated? 

7. What is the appropriate paragraph structure in narrative texts? 
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Justification 

 

The present research focuses on studying the structuring of 

paragraphs in narrative texts and their importance within the written 

production of English language. 

At the time of writing, it is necessary to elaborate the paragraph 

correctly following the correct structure. Doing this, the text is consistent and 

at the time of analysis it can lead us to fully improve the learning and to 

determine exactly what the main idea of each paragraph was, and its 

outcome.  

Jhon Foster (2012) stated that “Style is the crucial ingredient for 

everything we say and do: in writing, it is the way sentences are structure, 

they choice of words and the way they are used, plus punctuation”.  

This research work also complies with the legal body in place in 

Ecuador, as an example of this:  

Within objective 4 of the national Plan Good Living, Section 4.8 of the 

National Plan of Good Living states that, “intercultural bilingual education 

for children, adolescent, young people and adults belonging to differtent 

communities should be promoted at all level and modalities, people and 

nationalities”. This leads us to fully improve the learning of a second 

language with the development of its four skills. 

The Central Level of the National Educational Authority should 

develop and implement the curriculum for the Bilingual Intercultural 

Education System at all levels of the education system, which must be 

conformed by the national curriculum and specific components related to 

cultural and linguistic relevance of the Peoples and nationalities. This article 

refers to the fact that all students of institutions must receive a bilingual 

intercultural education at all levels, they must adapt a curriculum for the first 
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years of basic education in order to familiarize themselves with a second 

language and in the future to relate seamlessly to other peoples or 

nationalities. 

People benefited by this research will be students of the Tenth grade 

of the "Juan Javier Espinoza" Educational Unit who according the 

curriculum guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education and Culture 

must be within the A2.1 level of English and should be able to write small 

descriptions of events, past activities, and personal experiences.  The aim 

of this project is to correct the deficiencies in the written production that 

these students showed during the initial observation phase. 

The information obtained can also help the educational community in 

general as the classroom will show the development of different skills such 

as reading production and oral expression, in addition to increasing 

vocabulary and the level of skills of those involved. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETHICAL FRAMEWORK 

Background 

The development of the written skill is very important and essential 

in the learning of the English language, since through the development of 

this skill it will be possible to realize different types of text knowing its 

structures from the moment the idea is generated until the writing is done 

with coherence. 

A research carried out in Colombia by Herrera (2013) presented a 

study that promoted the development of students writing skills through the 

use of a tech tool called story bird. This work was done to high school 

student as their written ability was below the required level which is also 

based on the Common European Framework of Reference noting the 

importance of proper writing.    

Another research analyzed was the one reported by Meneses (2011), 

in which the author had as central topic the common difficulties observed in 

abstracts written in English L1 Spanish speaking students. It should be 

emphasized that written production is a productive skill which if it is not 

correctly encouraged, creates gaps in the process of learning aspects the 

students. They will not be able to express their ideas in writing properly in 

English. 

When learning a foreign language, it is important to know the 

appropriate way of expressing their ideas any circumstance and that is why 

knowing fully writing skills will help in the moment that is learning productive 

skills so that it is easier to perform a good work. 
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Another work related to written production from Ramos, Barros, 

Gomes, Couto & CárnioII (2011) who took as a proposal to investigate the 

influence of visual stimulation in written production of Elementary School 

students. In this research, 25 students from elementary school without 

previous writing instruction of a public school were divided into two small 

groups and asked to do a written work which was collected on separate 

days. That assigment was analyzed under criteria on communicative 

competences. That analysis gave as a result that even though both texts 

groups were written in a narrative genre, they only had partial cohesion, was 

excessive in length and had orthographic errors. 

 Therefore, this research aims to study the development of written 

production for students to be able to manage using appropriate writing 

patterns for their experiences. When speaking of narrative texts, it is 

imperative to clarify that these are part of informal writing as they refer to 

opinions made by the author of each text 

 Writing narrative texts with the correct textual structure also allows 

students to develop more skills such as vocabulary and grammar, because 

for writing is necessary to investigate the topic to be written. Grammar and 

vocabulary along with a correct text structure will allow the writing make 

sense and be interesting for readers. 

 One of the most important skills that a student must develop is the 

written production because through that, it will increase their cognition and 

help them, be able to communicate orally in a fluid and unhindered way. 

When looking for previous research in the institution we find the novelty that 

a project for this subject has not been done, this being the first research 

work in the institution which will serve for students to develop this important 

ability to have more knowledge broad of the language.  
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Theoretical foundations 

Narrative text 

 Narrative text is a story based on problematic events that tries to 

find the resolutions to solve issues. Narrative mode is an important part of 

narrative text, these are the set of methods used to communicate the 

narrative through a process narration. 

 A narrative "is the representation of at least two events or 

situations, real or fictitious, in a sequence of time, neither of which 

presupposes or implies the other." Prince (quoted by Peña 1982, p.189) and 

is a way for the most diverse areas participation.  

 The main purpose of narrative text is to drive attention or to 

entertain the reader with a story. 

Generic structure or narrative text. 

 

Source:https://kucampus.kaplan.edu/DocumentStore/Docs11/pdf/WC/The_Topic_S
entence_And_Paragraph_OrganizationRev.pdf 

 

Generic strucutres 
of narrative text 

Orientation Sets the scene 

complication 
Tell of the 

beginning of the 
problem 

Resolution The problem is 
resolved 

Re - orientation 
This is  a closing 

remark to the story 
and it is optional. 
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 However, if a narrative text dominates the narrative sequence, it is 

a text (Ferro, 2000), which is the global structure that characterizes the type 

of a text (Van Dijk, 1978), as well as there are various communicative 

situations, Textual forms. The written narrative text has had an important 

value in societies charged with different theories that potentizes its 

importance. Narrative text has been studied, through the years, from 

different perspectives; Cognitive Psychology and socio-historical. 

Kinds of narrative texts. 

 There are different ways to classify narrative texts, whereas this 

project is focus on: the witting via prose that elaborates an imaginary story 

called fiction, and the one that elaborates a real story with real people, 

places and events, called nonfiction. Realistic fiction is, on the other hand, 

set in modern days.  

 When talking about exploring unexpected events or possibilities in 

the past, but most commonly in the future, using imagination is a reference 

to science fiction. Tall tales are exaggerated stories about humorously 

events with extraordinary characters’ abilities. Fables are short tales that 

teach lessons about human nature and life. When a story about the life of a 

person is told by another one, it is called a biography, but when it is told by 

the same person, we called it an autobiography. A memoir is a type of 

autobiography, focused on an important event in the author's life. Another 

kind of narrative text is a work about a single subject presenting the author’s 

point of view called essay. 

 For Teun Van Dijk “the narrative texts comprise two moments: The 

complication and resolution that constitute the nucleus of a narrative text”. 

This nucleus carries with it a series of events with a place, time and situation 

determined with established circumstances, these events can be called 

episodes and in turn the series of episodes is called plot. Teun Van Dijk. 

(1978). 
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Paragraph 

 A paragraph is a set of sentences that reflect a single idea. In order 

to be effective, a paragraph must begin with a topic sentence, sentences 

that support the main idea of that paragraph, and a consistent tendency. A 

paragraph is an ensemble of fictional prose and non-fictional writings. 

 When writing essays, research papers, books, etc., new 

paragraphs are indented to show their beginnings. Each new paragraph 

begins with a new indentation. 

 The purpose of a paragraph is to express a speaker’s particular 

point of view and thoughts, then each paragraph will be unique. Paragraphs 

should not mix thoughts or ideas. When writing a new idea, a writer needs 

to introduce a new paragraph. 

Kinds of Paragraphs 

 Paragraphs are the blocks that build every essay, story or thesis. 

Paragraphs, commonly have the basic structure of: a topic sentence, 

supporting sentences and a concluding sentence. Types of paragraphs 

express different ways to represent our ideas and create different reactions 

for readers. Using different types of paragraphs helps the structure of the 

writing and creating a more interesting story. 

Kinds of paragraphs 

Source: https://penandthepad.com/kinds-paragraphs-8635512.html 

Kinds of 
paragraphs 

Expository
•explains information, compare, 

explain, and discuss. 

Descriptive 
•engage as many of the five sense.

using vivid and vibrant vocabulary 

Narrative 
•express the cronology of a specific 

event and give enough information 
that the reader can understand. 

Persuasive 
•Intend to gain the reader's 

support concerning a specific 
topic. 
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Characteristics of the paragraph 

 There are four essential and specific elements that an appropriate 

written paragraph should contain: unity, coherence, a topic sentence, and 

sufficient development. 

 Unity: To get a sense of unity the paragraph should focus on a 

single idea, or argument to be discussed. Therefore the paragraph cannot 

begin to immediately develop new ideas. When writing a new sentence, it is 

necessary to start with the main idea of the paragraph, and when changing 

the main idea it is time to start a new one. 

 Coherence: Coherence is more like the tendency of the writing. 

When a paragraph has fluency, the reader will be able to catch the idea and 

understand it in an adequate way. After presenting the main idea in the topic 

sentence, each following sentence should be built in a well-structured 

manner. When writing the paragraph, read again aloud what is written to 

make sure the ideas are presented as they supposed to. 

 The topic sentences: It is the main part of your paragraph; it allows 

the reader to feel “hook” and make them want to read more and more with 

each sentence. It helps the paragraph to provide a “general summary”. The 

reader should be able to find the topic sentence and create a general idea 

of what the paragraph will discuss.  

 Sufficient development: The topic must be sufficiently developed, it 

is important not to put a limit when writing the sentences. Even though, the 

paragraph should not be too long, there is a need for the main idea to be 

developed correctly. All of the reader’s questions have to be solved. To 

achieve this, it is necessary to provide examples, definitions, organization 

of ideas, description and to analyze the topic.  
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 The process to begin a new paragraph is every writer, therefore in 

order to maintain coherence, they must know the correct time to make a 

transition to the next paragraph.  

 When a new idea comes to mind it should be presented in a new 

paragraph. If that does not happen the coherence of the paragraph will be 

affected. Writers can also feel the need to start a new paragraph to contrast 

ideas with the prior one written. It is also important to break the length of the 

work, when the paragraph is too long. There, the writer must start a new 

one, supporting the prior develop. 

Organization of ideas 

 It is important to increase the comprehension by reading the work 

back again to revise the content and its coherence. The way to organize the 

paragraphs and structure a coherence and unified body of the text is to 

consider the following order: the topic sentence and controlling idea, 

supporting details, organizational patterns, and signal words.  

 From one point to another, the topic and the main idea will flow 

logically. Having topic sentences and supporting details, will organize the 

paragraphs to achieve a purpose. Also, just one single paragraph can 

contain various types of supporting details, and more than one pattern.  

Patterns for organizing a paragraph: 

 

Source: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/Writing.pdf 

Patterns for organizing a paragraph
•Cause and Effect: for showing how one thing leads to another
•Chronological Order: for narrating events that occurred over time.
•Classification: for grouping things, together according to their features
•Compare and Contrast: for showing how things are similar or different.
•Definition and example: for defining a term or idea then expanding it with examples
•Description: for listing details
•Episode: for presenting details or information about a specific event or anecdote.
•General/Specific order: for presenting a general idea followed by specific examples
•Generalization/Principal: for making a general statement or applying a broad principal to explain the supporting 

details
•Listing: for presenting ideas from the least to most important

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/Writing.pdf
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Including details 

 Details that support the main idea and the topic should be 

developed in a paragraph. 

 Listed here are some types of supporting details found in 

paragraphs along with:  

• Facts 

• Opinions 

• Definitions 

• Examples 

• Anecdotes 

• Descriptions 

Sequence Paragraph 

 To correctly describe a series of event, it is important to determine 

the order based on time, therefore a sequence paragraph will be created. 

 To write a good sequence paragraph there are some words that 

can be helpful: 

Order: First, second, third 

In the beginning: Before, then, after 

Finally: At last, subsequently, recently, afterwards  

Elements 

Topic sentences 

 Topic sentence is supported and developed by a well-organized 

paragraph.  
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 There are many functions for a topic sentence: it supports an essay 

statement; unifies the order of the sentences for the content of the 

paragraph; and it gives reader of the subject the controlling idea to be 

discussed.  

 Usually people always determine the subject by reading the first 

sentences of the paragraph. That is the reason why the best and more 

important information should be included at the beginning. In some cases, 

it is better to share some other information before the topic sentence. 

 A topic sentence may not be needed in some cases, for example 

when a paragraph narrates an event, and its idea continues to be developed 

through all the narrative, therefore all the details make a clear reference to 

the prior paragraph. Although the majority of them need to have a topic 

sentence. 

Supporting sentences 

Supporting sentences include information that give the main idea its 

importance and relevance, each one of the sentences built, will provide 

examples that support the main topic. 

Supporting sentences are more specific than topic sentences that usually 

are the beginning sentences of the paragraphs, although it is also possible 

to start them with a supporting sentence.  

Closing sentence. 

The concluding sentence is the last one in the paragraph. It evaluates 

the reader’s attention with the topic sentence and follows a transition with 

the next paragraph. 

Written production. 
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When learning a second language, written production is one of the 

most important branches students must develop, basically because it is one 

way of expressing, therefore, written communication should not be taken for 

granted. 

Commonly writing is a less stressful activity for most students 

because they do not need to face a crowd, like when speaking, they also 

feel comfortable due to being able to correct mistakes in a concrete way. It 

is the teacher’s duty to create an environment where students establish a 

sense of self efficiency on their writing skills. 

Writing becomes a way to express or conceive our reality, this can 

develop a horizon of ideas ready to be exposed in order to argue and sustain 

thoughts. This is an integral activity and it is also very important due to oral 

communication not being the only way for expression, and one of the axes 

when learning a language, even if it is just for studies or work in a particular 

English speaker country. 

Like the four skills in learning a language: reading, writing, listening 

and speaking cannot work independently, they need to stand as a team, 

and interrelated, because when one skill improves, the other ones improve 

as well. For example, if a student is writing a paragraph for an essay, they 

will focus on vocabulary and grammar, and reading while they check for 

mistakes. 

Writing Styles 

There are four different types of writing when we talk about styles, 

these are: Expository, Descriptive, Persuasive, and Narrative 

The personality, or way to conceive life, and the voice to personal 

thoughts are a reflection of the writer’s personality and it his way to approach 

the readers. 
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There is also a purpose for the writers to do what they do, and this is 

try to engage people to their ideas or point of view, and try to explain them 

how something works based on their experience or research. The way 

where the writing will lead, will depend on which type of style this writer is 

using. To know the different writing styles is important for the writer and what 

kind of purpose is looking for with his work. 

Expository 

To explain, is this style main purpose. Authors actually focus on a 

topic or subject that is already given, but without the addition of their 

personal opinions. Therefore the information given to the reader will aim to 

make them know the relevant facts and figures and let them create their 

own opinions. This is a very commonly used writing type, the one people 

see on textbooks and articles. The author just tells you about an specific 

subject or topic, or guides you on how to do something 

Descriptive 

The main purpose of this style, like its own name is telling you is to 

describe. The description in a great detail focuses on a character, a place 

or an event. When the author takes the time to be specific and retailer on 

the development of the description it can be said that he is being poetic. 

Persuasive 

To convince is persuasive writing style’s main purpose. To the 

contrary of expository writing, this type approves the author’s personal 

opinion. This writing contains points of view, justifications and reasons in 

order to convince the reader to agree with the author’s opinion. Editorial 

pieces, newspaper opinions, advertisements or commercials, letters of 

complaints and so on are examples of this type of writing.  
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Narrative 

To tell a story is narrative writing's main goal. The author will describe 

a situation where different characters are involved and tell the reader what 

is their description and purpose in the story, usually a first person narration 

is used in this writing style, this means that the author writes from the 

character’s point of view. Some examples of this writing style are 

biographies, poetry, short stories and novels. ‘’What happen then?’’ is the 

answer that is solved with this type of writing. 

Written production strategies 

Generating Ideas 

Rapid Writing 

When writing it is important to obtain a prior knowledge, to reflect with 

the story, to engage with content and start the process directing it to the way 

the teacher wants the students to go with this rapid writing like writing 

essays for assignments or letters.  

Setting the Context  

To imagine the multiple situations and questions that the reader may 

have, writers need to anticipate the ideas and important information about 

the topic, because that will be helpful to develop the content of the text, and 

also pick a writing style in order to direct the research of the writing.  

Adding Content 

Before starting the first draft, writers need feedback, information that 

can be taken from research, summaries, notes, brainstorming, and any 

other paragraph used in a similar project. This strategy will develop 

questions that provide more important details for their draft.  
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Develop and organize ideas 

Different strategies are used for writers that want to sort their 

collected information and ideas and determine the course and forms of 

writing. To reorganize, to categorize, to classify and regroup are the 

activities that students can be able to perform once they develop this 

strategy. 

Supporting the Main Idea 

The selection between the two possible topic ideas must be learnt by 

the students and also to notice how to choose the details that will support 

this main idea. The samples chosen could be in different areas and may be 

used for a better summary writing activity.  

Adding Details 

The elaborated main ideas must be supported by students in their 

first draft. Teacher must provide a structure guide for asking questions.  

Reorganizing Ideas 

¨Writers revisit their writing as they draft to add, delete and change 

ideas and information. There are specific strategies writers use to revise 

their writing. One strategy writers use is ARMS (add, remove, move, and 

substitute)”. Faigley and Witte, 1981 

Asking Questions to Revise Writing 

There are questions that will be asked between students in order to 

provide the specific feedback of the majority of the members of the class. 

This is one way to gain responsibility for their writing.  

Peer Editing 



 
 

39 
 

This activity prepares the student to engage in important 

conversations about a specific writing for an assignment in any subject, how 

this was constructed and if it will achieve its purpose on behalf of the 

audience. When students read each other’s work, they share their concerns 

about the area, the different questions about the topic and learn how to put 

all this information together, therefore the final work will express what they 

want to.  

Proofreading Without Partners 

Strategies for proofreading can be develop by writers in order to build 

independence for their own work. One strategy used by many journalist is 

to read backwards in order to see each word individually and to identify any 

grammar or spelling error. When the whole sentence is read backwards 

students will identify punctuation and syntax errors and when reading in 

order, this is from top to back, students will understand the meaning of the 

writing.  

Writing for a Purpose 

Using Templates 

When students get the idea of what they want in their heads, they 

tend to be more creative and confident with the work to be done. In order to 

organize their thoughts and ideas, and the information they could research, 

students need to create a framework or an information skeleton, and 

therefore they can get their first draft. Another strategy contemplated is 

essay maps.  

Stages of a written production 

Every writing process is different and depends of the writer style and 

point of view. With time this becomes a routine that flows naturally and not 

like a mechanical thing to do. It is helpful that the writer understands his own 
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writing process, this way when a tricky situation is found, the struggle will 

be gone immediately. To identify and create your personal writing process, 

it is recommended these five steps: 

1. Prewriting  

What the student needs to do first is to find his idea that can come from 

a daily routine, a memory from his childhood, a situation that happens every 

day, and so on. 

All of these ideas can be written down in a notebook, therefore they do not 

fly away, and the writer can trust in his imagination as the basic and pure 

form of inspiration.  

Brainstorming is one of the most popular methods to build an idea, 

the writer visualizes the narrative, and puts the main idea in the center of a 

paper, and start working in all of the different directions where the story can 

lead him. The other one is free writing that means that the writer will write 

every idea that comes to his mind. Ideas flow, even when it feels like making 

mistakes. 

Right next to that comes the sorting of ideas, the ones the writers will 

use on their stories. Even when the final work gets published, it is 

recommended to always keep the notes, because there could be pieces of 

your story being left. 

2. Writing 

Writers produce their first draft with a little of fear, even when they 

have been doing it for a while. They forget about grammar mistakes and 

counting words, is like free writing just like with a specific direction. When 

writing it is important to eliminate distractions and get the best location.  

3. Revision 
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Naturally many writers adopt the A.R.R.R. approach: 

Add: The average novel has between 60,000 and 100,000 words. 

Does your book have enough words to be considered a novel? Have you 

given your readers all the information they need to make sense of your 

story? If not, go back to your notebook that you kept for additional scenes 

and any additional details. 

Rearrange: Consider the flow, pacing and sequencing of your story. 

Would the plot be better served if some of the events occur in a different 

order? 

Remove: After making additions to your story, how is your word count 

now? Are your readers experiencing information overload? You may need 

to eliminate passages that don’t quite fit. 

Replace: The most effective way to revise your work is to ask for a 

second opinion. Do you need more vivid details to help clarify your work? Is 

one scene contradicting another? Ask friends or fellow writers to take a look 

and give you feedback, and if something isn’t working rewrite it and replace 

it. 

4. Editing 

In this stage the writer will tune the manuscript line by line. Editing is 

a very detail process because spelling, grammar, repetition, and 

punctuation need to be checked, therefore it is better if it is performed by a 

professional. 

Linguistics foundations   

The first thing that needs to be clarified is the distinction between 

linguistic competence and linguistic performance. Competition corresponds 

to the capacity of an idealized speaker-listener to associate sounds and 
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meanings according to unconscious and automatic rules. The performance, 

or linguistic performance, corresponds to the interpretation and 

understanding of sentences according to the competition, but also regulated 

by extra-linguistic principles, such as memory restrictions, and even beliefs” 

(Chomsky, 1970, 1992). 

Semantics 

Thematic Sequence 

Consists in a series of courses, almost always three related between, 

whom main focus is to develop a subject or theme. Each of these courses 

need to expand in order to build knowledge and obtain certain perspective 

that was gained in previous courses. 

Textual Coherence 

Some people could refer to coherence as a different term from 

cohesion, but others believe that they are related in some kind of way, but 

with differences in their meaning. Coherence is the degree in which a text 

stays together and the structure and linguistic of this text that allows this 

achievement.  

There has to exist a logical link between words, sentences and 

paragraphs in a coherent text. Coherence comes from the latin co- haerere 

that means stick together. It can also be said that it is the flow allowing a 

text to be smooth and good. To make the text clear and with a logical 

meaning to maximize the understanding of the reader, a writer needs to stay 

focus on his work.  

Authors Oshima and Hogue suggest the following steps to achieve 

coherence: use pronouns constantly, repeat key nouns, arrange the 

writer’s ideas in a logical order and to use a transition to link ideas.  
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The ideas expressed in a text, especially in an academic one, have 

to be represented or arranged in a logical and chronological order and that 

is the pivotal aspect of the textual coherence.  

The most frequent kinds of logical order are chronology, importance, 

and contrast. First, chronology is about following the time in which an event 

happen, the sequence must be in the correct order to create a logical 

endorsement. Importance creates a sequence in which ideas are put in an 

increase or decrease order based on its discussion importance. Contrast 

orders the writer’s ideas comparing them.    

The last but not least important  point (transition signals or linking 

words) is about using words and specific phrases that summon  transitions 

and links between ideas. 

Even if, as mention before, there is nothing like having a logical order 

for ideas and parts of a text, there is also a strong need to organize the 

patterns of a text inserting logical markers.  

Words and multiple phrases are classified in accordance of the 

different function they accomplish. It is recommended to substitute nouns 

with pronouns to create an understandable and not repetitive text. Also 

when using these pronouns it is important to use the same number and 

person mode to have a consistent paragraph and at the end, the whole text.  

Nouns are words that usually are repeated, and that achieves the 

coherence, but other words can also be repeated if necessary, for example 

when these words are the central key to the paragraph or the main meaning 

of the entire paragraph. The principal reason to use this pronouns is to let 

the reader explore the text with pleasantness, without any kind of repetition. 

There is no rule that dictates the number of key nouns that can be repeated, 

but the idea is to be clear and avoid the disturbance of the reader.  
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Another alternative to avoid repetition is to use synonyms when 

writing, therefore it is important that the writer works side by side with a 

dictionary or a technological source, like the internet, that also provides 

these relative words. 

Pragmatics of writing 

Writing is usually called an autonomous side of the communication 

act, sometimes it is called a parasitic habit. What makes it so peculiar is that 

expresses thoughts, ideas and feelings in a literal way because the writer 

usually has time to think and create an outlook right before making it real in  

paper or digital whatsoever gives the reader a better understanding of the 

meaning of the text. Sometimes spoken language can be interpreted in a 

wrong way or considered casual, therefore for legal actions for example, it 

is necessary to use writing, or when a person wants to make a better 

declaration on his feelings or a simple explanation, writing becomes the best 

alternative to do it.  

            Sharers of this type of communication participate in a correlative 

way directly or indirectly because of the meditation of the text, this is one of 

the most pivotal characteristics of written production. There are some 

elements, of course, replaced by other paralinguistic ones between face to 

face communication and writing.  

What can be a problem for written production is the dynamic 

interaction because questions and replies, or a rapid clarification of what 

has just been said are not possible while using writing, but every type of 

communication brings interaction at one point. Readers can be so invested 

in someone else’s writing that they could be totally agree or disagree with 

his thoughts, therefore a mental conversation is basically created. 

The receiver takes the most relevant information of the discourse 

model to infer about it, and when doubts are presented in about the 
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meaning, they are usually solved hermeneutically because some of the 

explicit themes are not going to be fully answered.  

            When speaking, the roles of the sender and receiver are 

interchanged, that is the reason why they are referred as interlocutors, not 

only as simple as speaker and hearer.   

Presence is not the only matter when there is a possibility of an 

interaction, it is also conceived by the speech between the interlocutors who 

are widely engaged in the discourses circumstances, social or institutional 

that can be talked or referred to about. When a conversation is happening 

people consider a politeness norm to begin to speak, of course, this occurs 

when people are unknown to each other, but when writing, people have to 

consider this and other norms that can come to mind in order to cover every 

single one expectation the reader may have.  

            Whenever a receiver of a written production initiates to read, a one 

direction process begins, therefore this work has to be defined only for this 

purpose. Other models when written communication allows interaction exist. 

Some authors like to comment on their writings, and talk about readers 

reactions besides even talking to them, to try to comprehend their point of 

view of the story and for trying to realize if they catch the same idea he had 

on mind when writing it. There is, of course, no immediate interaction 

possible, besides the reception only. 

           The most relevant difference between writing and speaking, is that 

while speaking is more spontaneous, writing is a process and endures, 

while making it correctly. Usually written production evolves, it is a process 

based on a sequence of an event that can be real or imaginary. The thing 

with writing is that it has a specific dimension, therefore the writer must have 

the perfect amount of knowledge about the topic to produce its special 

structure with a base and form, this will let the reader to comprehend where 
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the direction of the story is going to and whether he agrees with the writer 

or not.   

Writing entails more action than the other productive and receptive 

skills, even pragmatics refers to writing as doing things with words, and 

language is indeed an action related activity. 

            Display texts are not destined to have just one hearer on a language 

interaction, they address all type of hearers in order to try to cope with an 

extensive range of audience, they define relevant context and enhance it. A 

text can be considered an object that means that its use and interpretation 

will depend of the person who owns it at the moment of reading because 

the extent of the different contexts will display as they please. These texts 

state the reason why the written product is important, relevant or of use.  

           Written text can be less attached to the principal context of the 

production of the story than an oral one, unlike display text that use this 

independence of the context and give it to the written production to its 

use. Many written texts and display texts are not the same, for the reasons 

already explained, so their content may not coincide, therefore it is important 

that the writer understands its difference to exhibit the final product 

addressed to the appropriate public. 

            The essence of the text is like a prolongation to the story that is being 

developed, comparing it to our body, written text is a prolongation of our 

thoughts, of what is inside a human’s head, its main part, and the other parts 

of the text, arms and legs become the other significant parts that have to be 

connected in order to work perfectly. Since poet Horace, from exegi 

monumentum aere perennius writing has been suggested as the remedy to 

looseness and has always taken part of literature like Shakespeare's "black 

ink". 
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            The author of the text is usually the profile expected by the reader, 

who is going to have an idea of what the outcome of the text is going to be 

based on his beliefs, values, judgments and style. 

            We can speak of an official document as an impersonal work from 

the author because the situation requires it to.  

Pragmatics of narrative 

Narrative is considered as a sequence of events told by someone 

that represents an expositive speech act. It can be oral (anecdote) or 

written, as presented before like display text. Narrative can be produced 

individually but also collective, depends of the type of audience that wants 

to be reached. Nowadays narrative texts are made based on marketable 

stories, most of them like science fiction, become later on the process a film 

due to the success of the story. 

A circuit can start by the audience once the product is given. This 

circuit can stop once difficulties are presented, like availability of 

translations, distribution, marketing, etc. 

Epistemological Foundation 

An essential part of the develop of writing is to research in order to 

obtain more information about the story being told, this could help reader to 

answer their questions that can come out once they read the product, or 

certain topics referred to in the text. The reason to this previous research is 

also to help the reader to improve his writing techniques, because a book 

can also serve as a guide  

When teaching and learning, there is a lot of controversy around 

when is the critical period of learning a second language or the differences 

between first and second language, one thing that is clear is that all four 

skills must be developed equally and that when learning a second language 
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it is important to count with a guide that will relief the pressure of the 

process. 

Bley-Vroman, (1990) believed that language acquisition possessed 

the range of understanding, depending of the environment where the 

learning was taken. 

 White on the other hand thought that when learning a second 

language students need to adjust the reality of their first language, in order 

to create a familiar environment around the words and general vocabulary 

that will be use during his learning. That was a shared thought by Azocar, 

who said that the realization of the concepts was the construction of 

knowledge.  

Philosophical foundation 

Three concepts that are important to Vygotsky when comes to the 

precondition of understanding are: activity, meditation and internalization. 

For him, the understanding and living through these three point will give the 

satisfaction of a straight understanding of the main topic. Klinberg believed 

that from philosophy there is nothing more important than method and a 

system of rules to complete a correct understanding, therefore it was not 

only about what your mind and body connection could do, but the methods 

you were given to complete your goal. 

Students can develop writing learning processes during the course 

of a specific time, but they also will be able to reach and motivate their 

established objectives to obtain a better academic performance. 

Psychological foundation 

Skills, values, beliefs and personal activities are part of the evolution 

of a human being. In the teaching-learning process, the student goal is to 
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achieve and improve knowledge to increase his understanding of things and 

events that surround him. 

This is why learning becomes a substantial part of society, because 

it make people relate to the varieties of their different cultures around the 

world. Learning a second language gives you the opportunity to interrelate 

with a world of chances and new lifestyles, and gaining experiences that will 

make you explore your way of seeing life as it is. 

It is important to relate the four different skills, the two productive and 

two receptive ones, and create a linkage between them. Writing can 

become a great chance to develop imagination while producing ideas and 

practice grammar and vocabulary. When given the right tools, students can 

approach knowledge in different aspects, because writing lets them explore 

and unleash their thoughts. Guidance is necessary and a must when it 

comes to learning in general, so the teacher should be involved in every 

way possible. 

Didactic-Pedagogical foundation 

Didactics is the disciplinary field of pedagogy that deals with the 

systematization and integration of the theoretical methodological aspects of 

the communication process whose purpose is to enrich the evolution of the 

subject involved in this process. It is the process of communicative 

interaction between subjects and educational actors involved in the 

pedagogical task, which makes possible through research, the development 

of transformative actions for the construction of a pedagogical knowledge 

as contribution to knowledge. 

The art of knowing how to explain and teach with a greater number 

of resources for the student to understand and learn. It is explained so that 

the student understands (first contact with the knowledge), is taught for the 

student to learn (to assimilate, to make it his own) 
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It is very important to know the techniques that each teacher must 

use in order to the students to learn a second language efficiently and 

without any kind of issues since many of them can feel bored and lose 

interest in the subjects, leaving them in the background of their thoughts, 

not caring at all if they get a good or a bad grade. 

Within the teaching of writing there are different techniques which can 

be used by teachers to capture the attention of students and ensure that the 

process is carried out efficiently. 

One of the most common techniques used by teachers is to propose 

a topic and by brainstorming find the most important factors, therefore 

based on these terms, the student can form a consistent text using 

connectors and words according to their level of study. 

Legal foundation  

Considering that Education is one of the basic services that every 

population requires for its development, the Political Constitution of Ecuador 

in the Second Chapter Article 6 Section J demands to ensure digital literacy 

and the use of information and communication technologies in the 

educational process, and to facilitate the linkage of teaching with productive 

or social activities. 

The Law of Intercultural Bilingual Education LOEI, literal T declares 

the promotion of scientific and technological development as one of its 

purposes, which means that it is important to evolve technologically and 

scientifically speaking creating this way a generation that looks up to the 

future and do not conform with what is given. 

According to the Plan Nacional del Buen Vivir (PNBV) within the 

policies and strategic guidelines 4.2 literal E, which is part of promotion for 

the completion of studies generating methodological teaching mechanisms 
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that promote the correct transmission of knowledge from the teacher to the 

student at its different levels of education. 

Likewise in article 4.8 literal D, which indicates that a bilingual 

intercultural education of quality should be promoted to the different ethnic 

groups in order to promote interculturality thus avoiding discrimination and 

helping students to develop a higher level of tolerance for his classmates. 

Within this same article in literal I, an international accreditation for 

the teaching of foreign language must be obtained, this being an important 

point since the international certification guarantees that the teacher knows 

what he has to about the language and all its rules, being this a benefit for 

the student since he / she will be able to develop a more effective 

understanding of  written skill because the teacher will have the correct 

number and order of techniques to employ, therefore the learning process 

will be successful. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY, PROCESS, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF THE 
RESULTS  

This research will analyze the relevance of understanding the 

structure of narrative texts’ paragraphs for written production. It will take 

place with students from tenth grade GBE, room B from Juan Javier 

Espinoza School in north of Guayaquil. 

This project follow a mixed methods approach, combines a 

qualitative and quantitative aspect. To obtain its result the researchers 

applied surveys and an observation technique to the students and the 

teacher in the morning session in the institution. 

Types of research 

This work was carried out through descriptive, explanatory and 

purposeful research in order to collect data. 

Descriptive: because it helps to describe the most important characteristics 

of the problem to be dealt with, working in the realities of the spell, having 

as a characteristic a correct interpretation.  

Explanatory: seeks to establish conclusions and explanations that support 

the realization of this research, thus determining causes and effects of the 

proposed. 

Purposeful: raises the design of a proposal around the problems detected 

during the realization of research  
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Population and sample 

Population 

For the development of this research, it was necessary to carry out a 

study of the population of the institution, in order to determine how the 

problem has been affecting each member in it.  

Consequently, the population of the present investigation was 

composed by the students of Tenth Year of General Basic Education and 

teachers in the English area. There is no need of mathematical formula to 

be used, as the population is bellow one hundred people.  

Sample  

In the present research, the sample was selected in a specific 

manner. These was due to the fact that the institution has two groups of 

Tenth Year and the problem was detected while observing the classes of 

the students in room B. 

Table N° 1. Population distribution  

 
Population  Sample  

Students  45 45 

English Teacher  1 1 

Total  46 46 
Source: Juan Javier Espinoza Unit Educational  

Authors: Cedeño Gomez Kerly and Villegas Liriano Yuliana  
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Operationalization of variables 

Topic: Influence of narrative texts structure paragraphs in the written 

production  

Variable Dimension Indicator 

The 

paragraph 

structure in 

narrative 

texts 

Definition 

Narrative texts 

Types of narrative texts 

Paragraph 

Types of narrative paragraphs 

Elements 

Topics sentences 

Supporting sentences 

Closing sentences 

Linguistics structure 

Superstructure 

Macrostructure 

Microstructure 

Strategies 

Written language 

Types of handwriting 

Generating ideas 

Written 

production 

Definition 

Stages 

Developing ideas  

Reviewing and ordering a text  

Strategies 

Pre-writing 

During writing 

Post writing 

Semantic 

Pragmatic 

Thematic sequence 

Textual coherence 

Features of a narrative text 

Strategy for 

paragraphs wrting  

Idea organization 

Including details 

Pragmatic Sequencing 
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Research methods 

Research methods are a compilation of logical procedures in which 

problems are presented and they look for a resolution, in this research 

statistics and empirical methods were used. 

Research instruments 

A research instrument is the one used for the researcher to obtain 

information of an already selected sample, therefor the presented problem 

could be solve.  

Research instruments used in this research were survey and a teacher’s 

interview. 

Survey 

This instrument is used to perform inquiries in order to collect 

accurate data and information through the use of a specific question. 

To collect the data, it is necessary to be clear about the purpose of 

the research that wishes to be analyzed. People to be investigated are the 

students and the area teacher who will provide relevant information for the 

investigation. 

Questionarie  

This survey is based on a series of questions whose answers are 

based on the Lickert scale, which will reflect the level of acceptance and 

learning of each one of the students. 

The scale of Lickert helps to know the levels of conformity of the 

students, these results will show the attitude or negative about the posed 

items, whose answers are constituted under five response options 

• Never 

• Hardly ever 
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• Rarely 

• Almost always 

• Always 

Interview  

An interview is a meeting between two people to talk about an 

specific topic, its main point is to obtain specific information about that topic. 

The interview that was made to the teacher took place in the 

institution based on a four question questionnaire was lead the researcher 

to where the solutions of the problem were 

Chi square  

This test has a statistical characteristic and it is used to find the 

existence or non-existence relation between two variables of a research. 

Resumen de procesamiento de casos 

 

Casos 

Válidos Perdidos Total 

N Porcentaje N Porcentaje N Porcentaje 

writing skill  * narrative text 

paragraph structure 
38 97,4% 1 2,6% 39 100,0% 

 
 

Tabla cruzada writing skill *narrative text paragraph structure 

Recuento   

 
narrative text paragraph structure 

Total nunca casi nunca rara vez casi siempre siempre 

writing skill nunca 3 5 0 0 0 8 

casi nunca 0 2 3 0 0 5 

rara vez 0 0 8 0 0 8 

casi siempre 0 0 6 8 1 15 

siempre 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Total 3 7 17 8 3 38 
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Pruebas de chi-cuadrado 

 Valor gl 

Significación 

asintótica 

(bilateral) 

Chi-cuadrado de Pearson 71,272a 16 ,000 

Razón de verosimilitud 62,646 16 ,000 

Asociación lineal por lineal 28,030 1 ,000 

N de casos válidos 38   
a. 24 casillas (96,0%) han esperado un recuento menor que 5. El 

recuento mínimo esperado es ,16. 

 
 As shown in the previous table, there is a convergent relationship 

between the two variables of this investigation, this can be concluded 

because the correlation percentage was 0, 02 that is within the range to find 

an existing relationship between two variables. 
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Analysis of the research instruments 

Analysis of the result of survey  

ITEM 1: I like to write in English class. 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 3 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 8 21% 

Hardly ever 4 11% 

Rarely 8 21% 

 Almost always 15 39% 

Always 3 8% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N°4 

Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

As can be seen in the Stat Graph, it is clearly evident that most of the 

students like to write in English, this is a positive factor for teachers as it 

would be faster for the students to learn. 
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ITEM 2: I know the structure of paragraph 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N°4 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 4 11% 

Hardly ever 7 18% 

Rarely 17 45% 

 Almost always 7 18% 

Always 3 8% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 5 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

Very few students know the correct structure that a paragraph should have 

for each one of the different kind of texts, this is a disadvantage when the 

moment of the writing process begins.  

11%

18%
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18%
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I know the structure of paragraph
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60 
 

ITEM 3: I know how many lines should have a paragraph  

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 5  

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 6 16% 

Hardly ever 6 16% 

Rarely 6 16% 

 Almost always 9 24% 

Always 11 29% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N°6 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

A 29% of the students indicated knowing how many lines a paragraph has, 

being this favorable since it is an important element because sometimes it 

can be boring for the reader to find very long structured paragraphs. 
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ITEM 4: I am capable of ordering paragraphs to create a consistent text 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 6 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 4 11% 

Hardly ever 4 11% 

Rarely 11 29% 

 Almost always 12 32% 

Always 7 18% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic #7 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

A 32% of the students indicated that they almost always create consistent 

texts, that is, a small percentage shows problems when creating texts, this 

being a favorable point since they are willing to continue developing their 

written skills. 
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ITEM 5: I think that knowing how to write a paragraph would help my writing 

outcome 

Sample: 38      Grade: Tenth GBE Room. B 

Table N° 7 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 2 5% 

Hardly ever 8 21% 

Rarely 12 32% 

Almost always 12 32% 

Always 4 11% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Grafico # 8 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

According to 12% of the students who did the survey, they think that 

knowing how to write a paragraph is important to write their essays better 

as this would increase their vocabulary. 
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ITEM 6: I think that the structure of the paragraph changes depending on 

the type of text that is used in written production   

Sample: 38 Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 8 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 8 21% 

Hardly ever 8 21% 

Rarely 6 16% 

Almost always 12 32% 

Always 4 11% 

Total 38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 9 

Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment: 
The vast majority of respondents think that the structure of the paragraphs 

almost always changes depending on the type of text that is going to be 

used, thus denoting their little knowledge about the proper structure of the 

paragraphs. 
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ITEM 7: I think it is important to know the classification of narrative texts 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 9  

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 3 8% 

Hardly ever 1 3% 

Rarely 6 16% 

 Almost always 13 34% 

Always 15 39% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 10 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

A 39% of students showed interest in knowing the classification of narrative 

texts to improve their written ability. 
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ITEM 8: I write in different tenses 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 10 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 1 3% 

Hardly ever 5 13% 

Rarely 4 11% 

 Almost always 16 42% 

Always 12 32% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 11 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  
According to the results, they can almost always write texts in different 

verb tenses and a small percentage still cannot manage the tenses 

effectively. 
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ITEM 9: When i finish writing a text, I make sure text is consistent 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 11 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 1 3% 

Hardly ever 5 13% 

Rarely 6 16% 

 Almost always 7 18% 

Always 19 50% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 12 

Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 
Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  
A 50% of respondents after making a text, ensures that its writing is 

consistent and coherent before delivering it to the teacher, this factor 

determines the importance and commitment that most students have to the 

subject, and the interest of knowing all its orthographic rules 
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ITEM 10: My teacher gives precise instructions to develop written 

production 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 12 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 1 3% 

Hardly ever 4 11% 

Rarely 9 24% 

 Almost always 11 29% 

Always 13 34% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N°13 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

At this point we find divided answers because 34% think that the teacher 

does give the correct instructions to develop the text while 29% think that 

the classroom teacher's dispositions are not always understandable. 
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ITEM 11: I would like to write texts using the appropriate structure 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 13 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 2 5% 

Hardly ever 1 3% 

Rarely 9 24% 

 Almost always 13 34% 

Always 13 34% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 14 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  
Most students would like to write with the correct structure of narrative texts, 

using words and orthographic rules appropriate to the verbal time the 

teacher requests. 
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ITEM 12: If I practice with different exercises, I will write better 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 14 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 4 11% 

Hardly ever 2 5% 

Rarely 1 3% 

 Almost always 4 11% 

Always 27 71% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 15 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

71% of students think that practicing with different writing exercises will 

give them the opportunity to improve their skills and also their student 

performance. 
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ITEM 13: If I use narrative texts I must use real facts 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 15 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 2 5% 

Hardly ever 4 11% 

Rarely 13 34% 

 Almost always 9 24% 

Always 10 26% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 16 

 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

A 34% think that real facts are rarely used to write narrative texts, while 

26% think that these real experiences should always be used. 
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ITEM 14: I find it interesting to know how to develop topics step by step 

Sample: 38 Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 16 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 6 16% 

Hardly ever 1 3% 

Rarely 5 13% 

 Almost always 9 24% 

Always 17 45% 

Total 38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 17 

Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment: 

A large percentage find it interesting to know how to develop specific 

topics step by step to create consistent and interesting texts for the reader. 
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ITEM 15: I think an exercise book would help me increase my writing level 

Sample: 38       Grade: Tenth GBE Room B 

Table N° 17 

Category Frequency Percentage 

Never 1 3% 

Hardly ever 0 0% 

Rarely 0 0% 

 Almost always 5 13% 

Always 32 84% 

Total  38 100% 
Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Graphic N° 18 

Authors: Cedeño Kerly and Villegas Yuliana 

Source: Students of Unit Educational Juan Javier Espinoza 

Comment:  

A 84% of students believe that an exercise book would help them improve 

their written ability in a favorable way to improve their academic and English 

level. 

3% 0% 0%

13%

84%

I think an exercise book would help me 
increase my writing level

Never

Hardly ever

Rarely

 Almost always

Always
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Analysis of class observation  

The observation was made during the classes given by the teacher, 

in which it was detected that the greatest faculty of the students was at the 

time the teacher requested that a particular topic be developed, many of 

them approached to ask what procedure they should follow or if there was 

some scheme with which they could develop the theme. 

In this observation it was determined that the teacher taught the 

necessary tools, however the student due to his lack of attention or to the 

little handling of the language did not assimilate the instructions to be able 

to write. 

Conclusions and recommendations   

Conclusions 

After making an analysis of the data obtained the follow conclusions were 

made  

• Students unknown what a narrative text is  

• Students do not have the respective knowledge of a paragraphs 

structure that null lead to a correct writing  

• A par or of these students think of the assignment as just a slept for 

approving their year, without minding is they learn or not. 

• Some of them can find motivation for self-educate because they just 

want to learn more. 

Recommendations  

• To design an academic program that motivates interest in students 

to learn the assignment 

• To motivate the student to self-educate with autonomous work 

therefore he can become an excellent student. 
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• Make a deeper analysis to the books and content of an academic 

pensum 

• Keep developing research projects for the benefit of vulnerable 

sectors 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PROPOSAL 

Design of a narrative text exercise booklet to improve the written 
production 

Justification  

This proposal aims to provide a solution for the detected in written 

production of student of Tenth Year in the school “Juan Javier Espinoza” 

during the 2017 – 2018 academic year after an exhaustive analysis of the 

research instruments. 

After reviewing the information of data collection it was evident that 

the students were having difficulties in relation to their written production, 

causing a problem at the time of writing a text. Many students are familiar 

with the appropriate structure that should be used in each text and they find 

it difficult to write on topic that the teacher requests. 

The texts that are used in the Tenth year are based on the narrative 

part that is why this work specifically focus on that aspect, trying to improve 

this ability through an exercise booklet. Therefore, once this proposal is put 

to practice students will be able to know the type of structure that must be 

used for the type of text to be performed in a more specific way. 

It is important for each student to know that a suitable structure 

should be used at the time of writing, as well as use of appropriate 

vocabulary, correct verb tense and a suitable structure for the text. When 

mentioning the narrative texts, it should be analyzed which is the type of 

text to be used, based on the requirements structure of the writing according 

to the subject requested.  

General objective 
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 To promote the knowledge of the paragraphs structure for narrative texts 

through the use of an exercises booklet  to develop the written production 

 

Specific objectives  

 To determine what is the appropriate structure that is used according to the 

type of narrative text 

 

 To identify the narrative texts according to their classification. 

 

 To write paragraphs of narrative texts identifying their structure and 

classification. 

Theoretical aspects 

Epistemologically the human is the one who builds his own 

knowledge learning and understanding from his environment, thus forming 

a cognitive process which occurs through sensory perception, being this a 

model of communication by which we can transmit information with other 

individuals of society. 

It is important to recognize that educating not only involves imparting 

a lesson of approximately 40 minutes, but also explaining and guiding 

students using different types of resources therefore the latter can capture 

what their training requires. 

Likewise, the constructive theory was mentioned as the students will 

build his knowledge as he develop the booklet and implements in his regular 

classes. 

The use of the exercise booklet to improve written production. When 

given this tool the student will be able to structure the paragraphs according 

to the type of narrative text and thus reinforce their knowledge in this area, 

therefore when writing, the result is a written narrative correctly structured, 



 
 

77 
 

which will have repercussion in the other three skills remaining, since they 

all have a connection. 

Feasibility of the proposal  

Financial feasibility 

 This proposal is financially feasible and will be solved with the resources of 

the authors of this project, in such a way that a total reproduction of hand 

copies of the pamphlet will be made, which will be delivered to the director 

of the institution, area director and Teacher of course for its respective 

application and another one for the president of the course in which the 

investigation was carried out. 

Legal 

Based on the National Curriculum Guidelines which indicate that Tenth year 

students must have an A2 level 1 in the language and must be able to 

produce longer, more detailed, complex transactional and expository texts, 

than those presented in the 9th year EGB with more variety in sentence 

structure and lexical range.  

Human 

In terms of human talent, the project researchers with the help of the 

campus authorities should make an induction for the correct use of the 

brochure to the teachers of the English area who can work in the classroom 

with the students. 

Policies 

This proposal is designed respecting the institutional and governmental 

approaches, as established by the law in force and which currently allows 

teaching English from the first years of basic education. 
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Description of the proposal 

The booklet of exercises will help the development of the writing skill 

in students, promoting the correct creation of narrative texts using 

appropriate structures for the paragraphs in a proper way. It will allow them 

to make clear what the main idea of the text is and show consistency in the 

writing. 

In this exercise book you will find five units related to the book used 

by the students, in these units we will find 5 types of text commonly used by 

10th grade students such as: stories, novels, autobiographies, daily life and 

comics each unit contains two activities: pre-writing and writing exercises 

with small tips that can be used at the time of writing. 

With the development of this book of exercises the student will 

prepare to use the narrative format in their writing according to their need, 

using structures and the ideal sequence for each text. 

Conclusion 

After the application of exercise booklet you will notice a better 

structure when making paragraphs in an essay. This will allow students will 

be able to make paragraphs with textual coherence and easy reading for 

the teacher, thus reducing the margin of error. 

This booklet will also help the student to improve his / her writing by 

developing the topics taught by the teacher following the correct sequence, 

obtaining an adequate writing and according to the requirements of the 

Curricular Guidelines. 

By using a correct structure the student will have a broad knowledge 

of the subject so that he / she will be able to recognize the type of text used 

in his / her English book, arguing how he / she could recognize that the 

narrative text is used. 
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Students complete the survey 
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L(J 

Universidad de Guayaquil 

Facultad de Filosofía, Letras y Ciencias de la Educación 

Carrera: Lengua Inglesa y Lingüística 

Addresed to: Students of "Juan Javier Espínoza" Unit Educatíonal 

Objective: To analyze the incídence of narrative texts paragraphs structure in written 

production through a literature review, field study, and statistical analysis for the design of 

a narrative text exercises booklet to improve written production. 

lnstructions: choose an opcion (x) according to the scale 

1: Never 2: Almost never 3: Rarely 4: Almost always 

Questions 

1 lik.e to write in English class 

1 know the structure of paragraph 

1 1 know how many lines should have a paragraph
1 1 I ' am capable of ordering paragraphs to create a �nsistent text

J 

1 1 think that knowing how to write a paragraph would help my
writing outcome 

1 think that the structure of the paragraph changes depending 
on the type of text that is used in written production 1 
1 think it is important to know the classification of narrative texts 1

¡ 1 write in different tenses 

When i finish writing a text, 1 make sure my text is consistent 

I 
My teacher gives precise instructions to develop written 

1 production 
1 1 would like to write texts using the appropriate structure 

lf I practice with different exercises, 1 will write better 

lf I use narrative texts I must use real facts 

1 find it interesting to know how to develop topics step by step 

1 think an exercise book would help me increase my writing 
level 

5: Always 

1 2 3 4 51 

I 

I 
 1 

 

 
1 

 

¡ 
 

' 

i 

 

l

i  

 

i 
 

1  
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Introduction 
 

Narrative texts are used to tell facts or events, real or fictitious, that 

take place in a specific place and time. The correct structuring of 

paragraphs will allow students to obtain a solid and eloquent text to 

complete writing tasks that according to the type of narrative text 

selected tells the situations faced. 

The writing activities selected for this booklet are aligned to the official 

students’ book provided by the Ministry of Education. 

 

This booklet is designed to serve as a guide in the English writing 

process, helping students correctly structure paragraphs to complete 

a narrative text.  

Its benefits will serve both students and teachers. The tools that are 

used here are based in the students' needs and focus on the 

academic level A2.1 that they should reach by the end of this school 

period. 

 

 

 

 

The authors. 
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What is a narrative text? 
 

Narrative texts are writings that tell the 

reader a story, fact or event. The facts or the story that is 

usually told can be both real on fictitious, and can be 

established within a specific time and space.  

In the story told, which is called narration, various 

characters can participate that could also be real or 

imaginary. A story of real or fictitious events that unfold 

within a specific place and time can be defined as a narrative 

text.  

 

 

 

 

These activities will provide a range of excersises for students 

to develop their writing asig narrative text of real or ficticious 

character 
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Types of text  
 

 

 

 

 

Autobiography   
• It relates the life of the person
• The  autobiographer is the author and protagonist
• There is freedom in structure and language

Story
• This is characterized as a short literary narrative composed of few 
characters. In addition to this, the action that is reported is 
characterized by its simplicity.

Life diary 
• It is a set of stories created by a person who is shown as an 
author and who presents the story in the singular and first 
person.

Comic
• In these there is a combination between the graphic elements 
and the text itself.

Novel
•This is a literary narrative of greater extent than the previous one. This 
means that it contains a greater number of characters, more action and 
that the narrated story becomes more complex. 
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What is the structure of a 

paragraph in a narrative text? 

 

The structure of the narrative text is presented in three parts, these are:  

Introduction: This part is where you start by posing the situation of 

the beginning of the text.  

 

Knot: This is the place where the main theme of the text is made 

known.  

 

 

 

Outcome: It refers to the space in which the conflict that develops 

in the knot is resolved.  

This structure can be presented in two types: 

 An external structure also known as linear structure, where history is 

organized in sequence, chapters, etc.,  

 And internal structure that is also known as chronological structure, 

where the event is organized taking in consideration the order of events 

that are recorded in the place. 

 

 

 

Main idea My best vacations….. 

Supporting details  

Concluding  It really for…… 
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CONTENTS 
 

Unit 1  

Autobiography 

1. My life        7 
2. Funny anecdote in my life      8 

 

Unit 2  

Life Diary 

1. Daily Routine       9 
2. Favorite activities       10 

 

Unit 3 

Story 

1. My favorite artist       11 
2. Write about your favorite artist    12 

 

Unit 4  

Comic 

1. My hero       13 
2. Super hero comic      15 

 

Unit 5  

My epic novel  

1. My epic novel       17 
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Unit 1 

 

My life 

 

1. Prewriting: Complete the next chart with information about you. 

Where were you born?  
How old are you?  
What type of music do you like?  
What are your hobbies?  
What do you do in your free time?  
How many brothers and sisters do 
you have? 

 

What is your favourite food?  
What is your favourite colour?  
Which sports do you like?  
  

 

 Writing tip: Connectors are used as a link to put together 
two ideas in a sentence. 
 

2. Look for the most used connectors in narrative texts in this 
crossword. 

WHILE—WHEN—AFTER—AND-FINALLY  

W H E N P F N 

H A G M E I A 

I L F B V R Y 

L A X T Z S H 

E U W R E T E 

Q Y A N D R F 

F I N A L L Y 
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3. Paste your picture  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. With the information from exercises 1, we will make a paragraph 
and then we will identify which is the type of narrative text that 
we have used 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What kind of text did you use? ___________________________ 
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Unit 2  

 

Daily Routine  

 

1. Prewriting: Make a list about the funniest things you did on your 
last vacation. 
 

________________________   _______________________ 

________________________   _______________________ 

________________________   _______________________ 

________________________   _______________________ 

 

2. Label the pictures  
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 Research is important at the moment of creating an story. 
It allows the writer to delve into a topic he/she may not 
know.  
 

3. Research more about the activity of your preference and with the 
following connectors, write an article about your last vacation.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning… while… At that moment… when… After that… At the 
end… First… when… Then… while… Later… Finally… 
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Unit 3  

 

My favorite artist 

 

1. Prewriting. Who is your favorite artist? Describe him/her.  
 

 
 
 Writing tip. At the moment of writing it is important that 

the author ask himself questions about the topic he/she 
wants to write about. Make a list of questions that you would 
ask to your favorite artist, using the following structure. 

 
Question word + Auxiliary + Subject +Verb + Complement 
What                     do                you      do on your free time?  
Where           were          you       born? 
 

My 
favorite 
artist 

Name

Physical 
apereance 

AnalizeIt famous for...

Where is he 
from?
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1. ________________________________________________________ 
2. ________________________________________________________ 
3. ________________________________________________________ 
4. ________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Research about your favorite artist and answer the questions of the 
previous activity.  
 

1. _______________________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________ 
4. _______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Write an article with the information you found out about your 

favorite artist.  

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

 

4. You can ask your friends to read your text and correct the mistakes.  
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Unit 4  

 

My super hero 

 

1. Draw your super hero  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writing tip: Brainstorming is a way to generate ideas 
within a group setting; it is common to use it when writing 
because it expands your creative side.  
 

2. Put the name of your three characters and write down its 
characteristics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe your 
super hero 

Secret 
identity 

Name  

Super power 

Abilities 
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COSTUME 

Allies 

Elements  

 

 

Colors  

 

 

Tools  

 

Weapons  

 



15 
 

 

3. Think about a scenario where you story will develop. Research 
about it and write it down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Now you are ready. Create your own comic. 

 

Place 

 

Solution  Problem  

Situation  
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Unit 5 

 

My epic novel 

 

1. Can you recognize these characters? Put them in the novel where 
they belong.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Daenerys Tragaryen    Jon Snow 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Arya Stark       Sansa Stark 
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Harry Potter     
      
       Hermionie Granger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albus Dumbledore     Voldemort 
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Game of thrones                             The Hobbit                     Harry 
Potter 
 
 
 
----------------------                         -----------------------         ----------
-------------------- 
-----------------------                        -----------------------         ---------
--------------------- 
-----------------------                        -----------------------         ---------
--------------------- 
-----------------------                        -----------------------          ---------
--------------------- 
 
 
 
 

 Game of Thrones is an adaptation of A Song 
of Ice and Fire, George R. R. Martin's series of 
fantasy novels, the first of which is A Game of 
Thrones. 

 
The hobbit is based on the 1937 novel The Hobbit by 
J. R. R. Tolkien, with large portions of the trilogy 
inspired by the appendices to The Return of the King, 
which expand on the story  told in The Hobbit, as 
well as new material and characters written 
especially for the films. 
 

 Harry Potter is a series of fantasy novels 
written by British author J. K. Rowling. The 
series was originally published in English 
by two major publishers, Bloomsbury in 

the United Kingdom and Scholastic Press in the United States. 
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2.  Have you read any of these novels?  What do you like the most 

about it/them? 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------ 

 
 

3. Now choose one of these novels, and create a short description of 
the novel. 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

Knot: 

 

 

 

 

Outcome: 
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