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RESUMEN 

El presente proyecto de tesis tiene como objetivo demostrar el impacto de 

las actividades lúdicas en el desarrollo de una de las habilidades más 

importantes para los estudiantes de inglés como lo es la expresión oral. Los 

participantes, que también son los principales beneficiarios de esta 

investigación, son los alumnos del 8º grado en el Aula "B" del Colegio Fiscal 

Vicente Rocafuerte. 

Los datos presentados en este estudio no se obtuvieron al azar, ya que no 

habría sido la forma correcta de proceder. Por esa razón, se aplicaron 

varios instrumentos de la investigación, como la entrevista para el maestro, 

la encuesta para los estudiantes y la fase de observación que requirió la 

utilización de una guía de observación para registrar los datos. A través de 

los datos recopilados, se confirmó la presencia de un problema en la forma 

en que se desarrollaron las habilidades para hablar dentro del aula, lo que 

llevó al autor de esta investigación a encontrar una posible solución para 

superar las deficiencias en el desarrollo de las habilidades para hablar. 

Resultando en el diseño de un folleto con actividades lúdicas para mejorar 

la habilidad de hablar que permitirá a los estudiantes mejorar sus 

habilidades de habla, realizando actividades dinámicas que requieren 

principalmente la interacción entre ellos. Por lo tanto, se sentirán cómodos 

y animados a participar en estas actividades. 
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ABSTRACT 

The present thesis project aims to demonstrate the importance of ludic 

activities in the development of one of the most important skills for ESL 

learners which is the oral expression. The participants, who are also the 

main beneficiaries of this research, are the students of 8th grade Classroom 

“B” at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School. 

The data presented in this study was not obtained randomly since it would 

have not been the correct manner to proceed. For that reason, several 

instruments of the investigation were applied such as the interview for the 

teacher, the survey for the students and the observation phase which 

required the utilization of an observation guide to registering the data. 

Through the collected data, it was confirmed the presence of a problem in 

the manner speaking skills were developed inside the classroom which led 

the author of this research to find out a possible solution to overcome the 

deficiencies in the development of speaking skills. Resulting in the design 

of a booklet with ludic activities to improve the speaking skill which will allow 

students and to improve their speaking skills by performing dynamic 

activities that mainly require the interaction between them. Thus, they will 

feel comfortable and encouraged to participate in these activities. 

 

Keywords:  Oral expression, Speaking skills, ludic activities.   
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INTRODUCTION 

The present study carefully details every aspect related to the importance 

of ludic activities when developing the speaking skill as well as the 

deficiencies, in that skill, presented by the students of 8th grade General 

Basic Education at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School. In addition, a 

solution will be provided by taking into consideration all the compiled data 

through the different instruments of investigation which will contribute with 

the pertinent guidelines to provide a solution to the problem identified as 

well as improving the development of the speaking skills by using a booklet 

with ludic activities. This study will be divided into four chapters whose 

content is detailed down below. 

 

Chapter I: Mainly introduces the problem that has been identified its 

possible causes and the justification of this research. 

 

Chapter II: In this chapter, all the information concerning the two variables 

is defined as well as the opinions and perspectives of different authors. 

 

Chapter III: Presents the methodological approach employed throughout 

this research which helped to obtain the most reliable and accurate data.  

 

Chapter IV: Details the proposal its design and how is going to be 

structured, as well as, some recommendations about the application of it. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM OF INVESTIGATION 

CONFLICT SITUATION  

After carrying out a first observation phase to students of eighth 

grade General Basic Education classroom “B” from Vicente Rocafuerte 

Public High School, it could be noticed several peculiarities that could be 

affecting the development of the speaking skills. One of them was the 

manner in which the class was handled, the majority of the time students 

were sitting and listening to the teacher but there was not any type of 

feedback to reinforce what they were learning, in addition, it was evident 

their confusion regarding the topic that the was teacher explaining. The 

English class was not dynamic in any shape or form, even the few speaking 

activities that the teacher considered for that class, did not fulfill the 

requirements for developing oral expression properly. These activities were 

based on the repetition of full sentences and difficult words, which are 

considered traditional speaking exercises.  

It is important to highlight that the lack of dynamism when developing 

speaking skills, might cause some gaps in the learning of this group of 

students. As a consequence, they could face serious problems in the long 

term. It is through dynamic and proper activities that the students will feel 

more comfortable and open to participate in class. This will allow them to 

express themselves willingly, even if this involves making mistakes which 

take part of the teaching-learning process. 

Another aspect that might have a direct impact on the development 

of speaking skills is the type of resources employed in class. According to 

what was observed during the class, the only didactic resource that the 

teacher employed was the textbook, it is known that this is the ultimate 

material that most of the teachers of public schools employed in their 
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classes. The problem with this resource lies on the lack of ludic 

activities that does not completely fit with the interest of students. Therefore, 

it is necessary to come out with a different resource that allows students to 

be active during the class and to practice their oral expression properly. 

SCIENTIFIC FACT 

 Deficiency in the speaking skill of students of eighth grade of General 

Basic Education classroom “B” from Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School 

corresponding to zone 8, district 3, Province of Guayas, Guayaquil city, 

Ximena parish, 2019 – 2020 academic year. 

CAUSES  

• Lack of ludic activities that promotes interaction among students.  

• Excessive use of resources that do not appeal to the interest of 

students.   

 

• Scarce use of speaking strategies.    

FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM 

How do ludic activities influence the speaking skills in the students of 

eighth grade General Basic Education classroom “B” from Vicente 

Rocafuerte Public High School corresponding to zone 8, district 3, Province 

of Guayas, Guayaquil city, Ximena parish, 2019 – 2020 academic year? 

OBJECTIVES  

GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

To determine the importance of ludic activities in speaking skills 

development through a field study, bibliographic review, and statistical 

analysis. To design ludic activities to improve speaking skill. 
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

• To Identify the best ludic techniques and activities to improve the 

speaking skills through a field study, bibliographic review, and 

statistical analysis 

• To analyze student’s speaking skills through a field study, 

bibliographic review, and statistical analysis 

• To examine the importance of designing ludic activities through the 

interpretation of the data obtained.  

RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

• How do ludic activities influence speaking skills? 

• Why is important to use ludic activities in class? 

• What is the most efficient way to improve speaking skills? 

• To what extent have the students of 8th year Basic General Education 

developed their speaking skills? 

• What benefits will the students get with the results obtained from this 

thesis project? 

JUSTIFICATION   

 It is known that the English language has been considered as a 

lingua franca for most of the countries, ever since The United States of 

America became a dominant country worldwide. Resulting in the need to 

communicate with people whose mother tong is different. Communication 

is one of the most powerful tools that humans have and being able to speak 

a language like this, opens many doors for those who seek a decent job. 

For that reason, it is necessary that people learn the English language at an 

early stage. In order for that to happen, it will be important that English is 

taught properly in schools. Once the roots are well established in the 

learning process of the students, they will be able to progress effectively in 

every aspect that involves learning the English language.  
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 During a primal observation phase to the students of 8th grade 

General Basic Education classroom “B” from Vicente Rocafuerte Public 

High School, it was noticed how students struggle when they have to 

express their ideas orally. One of the main reasons for this to happen is the 

lack of dynamism in the class, and the poor use of ludic activities to 

encourage the students to improve their speaking skills.  

 According to the National Curriculum Guidelines, the students of 8th 

grade General Basic Education are basic users of the English language who 

are supposed to achieve an A1.1 proficiency level by the end of this 

academic year. Regarding the speaking competence the students who 

reach this proficiency level must be able to: introduce themselves, ask and 

answer questions about themselves, give a short and rehearsed 

monologue, among others. It is evident that the students are not currently 

qualified to perform any of the tasks previously mentioned, Therefore, the 

current research aims to provide certain guidelines and resources to help 

the students to improve their speaking skills.  

 According to the Organic Law of Intercultural Education (LOEI) in its 

article 2 regarding the principles of education points out “People have the 

right to be educated in their own languages and also in others of the 

international community” (p. 75). This leads to conclude that the education 

must be aimed to let the students learn what is best for them since getting 

used to a whole different language allow them to grow culturally and 

understand how big is the world, they live in.   

 The direct beneficiaries of this thesis project will be teachers and 

students, which will receive guidelines and extra resources to help them 

both in the teaching-learning process of the English language. The indirect 

beneficiaries are comprised by the authorities of the institution and the 

educative community in general, in which the students will have a direct 

impact once they complete their secondary education.   
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

learning the English language has not always been a priority as it is 

in these days due to the fact that Ecuador has reached a point in which it is 

necessary to master at least two languages in order to be competitive in the 

labor field. In addition, developing English skills do not only matter because 

they are professionally important for a global and international career but 

also for the cultural growth of people.  

Until 2016 the English language, as a subject, was not mandatory in 

public schools from 2nd grade BGE to 7th grade BGE. Moreover, English was 

not included in the curriculum of most public institutions either, resulting in 

the origin of certain gaps in the education of the students since it is known 

that the sooner they start to learn English, the better. Stimulating listening 

and using words in English language from an early age generates changes 

at the level of the cerebral cortex, which makes learning easier. The most 

interesting thing about this is that learners will be able to learn a second 

language in a natural way and similar to their mother tongue (Conrad, 2011). 

It is worth mentioning that there were few institutions that included 

English language in their curriculum. They were mostly some the 

emblematic institutions of Ecuador. They did not count with any type of 

regulation or international standards to evaluate the proficiency level of 

students. In addition, these classes were based on traditional teaching 

methods; repetition of words, lack of dynamism and ludic activities, taking 

irrelevant notes. In some cases, the teacher in charge of this subject was 

not educated to teach English.  

In order to change the manner English was considered in Ecuador, 

the Ministry of Education took some measures to ensure that this language 

is taught properly and is given the same importance as any other subject, 
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giving rise to the ministerial agreement in which certain parameters for the 

treatment of English language are established, among the most important 

premises in this agreement can be found:   

• The English language will be implemented progressively until the 

appropriate human talent is available to efficiently attend the 

teaching of this language. 

• The implementation of the English language in the curriculum of 

2nd grade BGE to 7th grade BGE, in all educational institutions of 

the country, should be carried out from the 2016-2017 academic 

year (Ministry of Education, 2016).  

 This agreement also specifies the English proficiency level that the 

students of each grade should obtain at the end of the academic year, which 

are based on the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages. From this moment forward the subject English is properly 

regulated and evaluated. However, there are still problems that need to be 

treated closely by the teacher in order to fix them.    

The Company Education First carries out every year a study to 

determine the English proficiency level of 88 countries worldwide. Once all 

the data is collected and properly checked a rank that goes from the highest 

to the lowest English level is established. A related point to consider is that 

Ecuador has been recently included in the list of participants for carrying out 

this study.  

According to the result provided by the company in 2018, Ecuador 

ranked 65 out of 88 countries under the label of low English level. Based on 

these results, it can be said that Ecuador needs to keep improving how 

English is taught by any means possible. Otherwise, this country will keep 

that position or in the worst-case scenario it will rank even lower 

(EnglishFirst, 2018). 

There have been as well few studies carried out by Ecuadorians, 

whose purpose was to improve and fix the problems that they identified in 
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some educational institutions of Ecuador. It is worth mentioning that some 

of these researches will be considered a guideline for this thesis project in 

order to find the best manner to treat the problem, regarding the importance 

of using ludic activities in the classroom to improve the speaking skills of 

students.     

Chenche and Ochoa (2017), in their study regarding the influence of 

ludic techniques to develop speaking skills, conclude that by using ludic 

strategies during the class, the environment becomes more active and 

appropriate to learn the topic that the teacher is trying to explain. In addition, 

the students will be motivated to learn and participate in class willingly. As 

a consequence, they will be able to reach the proficiency level established 

by the English National Curriculum Guidelines. Another aspect considered 

by these authors was the methodology employed by the teacher, which was 

deficient at the beginning. Therefore, the use of new teaching strategies is 

highly recommended.  

A study carried out by Alvarez and Alvarado (2017), regarding the 

use of ludic activities for the development of the oral expression, confirmed 

that the use of ludic activities has a positive impact in English learners. these 

authors also explained that ever since the teacher started to use these types 

of activities in his classes, the students seem more active when it comes to 

participating in class. 

Espinoza (2018) focused her study specifically on the material to be 

employed in class. This author  considered that by using ludic-based 

material from an early stage of learning improves the perception of the 

language. The students seem to overcome their fears and try to express 

their thoughts orally  without hesitation, it is also stated that that the students 

do not get frustrated and take every correction positively. 

The similarities in the problem that is treated in this research, are 

noticeable, in every study aforementioned. As it was stated, these studies 

will serve as a guide to find the best alternative to face the problems in the 

development of speaking skills of the students from 8th grade. 
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

SPEAKING SKILLS  

 It can be said that speaking is a part of communication that is always 

present in people’s daily basis. Despite that, not everyone has a clear idea 

of what it is or what speaking represents. Tatham (2011) defines speaking 

as “an event that occurs when people communicate verbally. This event 

spans time and involve the use of the vocal tract to make appropriate 

sounds for communicating the speaker’s thoughts to listeners”(p. 6). In other 

words, speaking is a complex process that involves more elements than 

only the production of sounds, resulting in production and reception of 

coherent ideas.  

Speaking has been established by the experts as the process that 

people are part of at the moment of sharing ideas fluently with another 

individual. In addition, it has always been part of the fundamental pillars for 

the cultural development in a community. According to Algeo (2009), to 

speak is also an inherent characteristic of human beings since it is natural 

for this species to express their ideas, experiences, and feelings to others 

through the use of symbols, signals, and sounds whose origin lies in the 

senses. 

A related point to consider is that human beings use a complex 

language that is carried out through the use of sound sequences and 

graphic signs. On the other hand, animals communicate through sounds 

and body signs, which have not been deciphered until this date (Palacios, 

2017). However, experts in the areas of science and language consider that 

these signs are far from simple. 

 All these perspectives lead to conclude that speaking is one of the 

most important competencies of a language, which must be properly taught 

especially when a person is learning a language different to its own. Due to 
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the fact that it is this ability that enables people to share important 

information with others clearly and understandable.  

TYPES OF COMMUNICATION 

 As it was aforementioned, oral communication is the system that 

enables people to express their thoughts clearly through the oral channel. 

However, communication comprises more than just the production of 

sounds with a purpose. According to Esposito (2007), there are certain 

aspects inherent to the communication between individuals such as signs 

and gestures. These aspects are part of two bigger categories, which are 

verbal and non-verbal communication. It is important for this study to 

provide more understanding about these two types of communication, for 

that reason that will be explained as follows. 

VERBAL COMMUNICATION 

It is known that verbal communication is inherent to the nature of 

humans. It has always been considered one of the defining and 

differentiating features of this species. In fact, this type of communication is 

perhaps the most widespread signal code used by man to express his ideas 

and transmit information.  

Verbal language is not only a structure with a series of functions, but 

also a process since it is the result of processing mostly linguistic 

information. In this way, any linguistic phenomenon can be analyzed from a 

structural, functional or procedural perspective (Esposito, 2007).   

NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION 

Pérez (2015) claimed that "Non-verbal communication is an 

unconscious process that takes place during the communicative act with 

another person" (p. 32). In other words, nonverbal communication is carried 

out during a process of interpersonal communication, which is characterized 

by  physical and facial movements of the people involved in a conversation. 
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in addition, these movements are easy to identify by people. Through these 

gestures or signals, people are able to figure out the attitudes, behaviors or 

intention of the speaker. 

It is known that Non-verbal communication is carried out everywhere, 

and it is as important as the verbal communication due to the fact that some 

gestures or facial expression complement what people want to 

communicate. These gestures must be in accordance to the message. 

Otherwise, they will not be taken seriously.    

COMPONENETS  OF THE SPEAKING COMPETENCE.  

Gruyter (2011) claims that there are certain elements that are part of 

the speaking competence, which is worth to be considered when people are 

getting through a process of speaking skills development. In order to 

undertand the role of these elements in the oral expression, they will be 

detailed as follows.  

GRAMMAR 

 Salas (2010) affirms that grammar is the most important basis of the 

speaking competence. In adition, it is said to be an unique element that 

varies depending on the language. It is the use  of proper grammar that 

allows a message to be properly structured and suitable for oral or written 

communication. For students of a second language, grammar should be a 

priority. Once students have an average domain of it they will be able to 

express their thoughts orally whith no problem. 

 It is important that the teacher firstly focuses its classes on this 

element, especially with young learners. They require more time to get used 

to the grammar of the language that they are learning. Once the most basic 

aspects of grammar are learned, it will be easier for the students to 

assimilate new grammar structures later on. 
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THE VOICE 

Depending on the intention of the speaker, the voice can transmit 

feelings and attitudes, which help the listener to understand the spoken 

message. It is necessary to emphasize that the speaker must avoid a weak 

voice that is barely audible or very loud voices that are too noisy since this 

will produce discomfort and lack of interest (Gruyter, 2011). In other words, 

the voice, gestures, and attitudes allow us to highlight an idea or highlight 

the key points of the speech.       

GESTURES 

It is known that the oral expression is complemented by the use of 

gestures and body movements, which are considered as a resource that 

helps to give emphasis to the spoken message. In addition, people must be 

careful when using gestural expressions, since they could be an object of 

misinterpretation. It is worth mentioning that ESL teachers must emphasise 

the importance of this element when developing English speaking skills 

(Breeze & Sancho, 2016).   

FLUENCY 

 Verbal fluency refers mostly to the speed a person uses during the 

speech. Macinnis (2016) defines it as "the ability to express ideas nimbly 

which is composed by the association and relation of words, in a clear and 

understandable way that gives meaning to what is communicated" (p. 29). 

In addition, a person with correct speech fluency is able to express 

approximately ninty words per minute.  

 Fluency is not easy to acquire. In fact, it is one of the main goals 

when learning a new language. The majority of the time, people struggle 

with the pronunciation of certain words, which become an obstacle to reach 

a suitable level of fluency that is expected. However, once the learners are 

used to the structure of the words or certain conjugation they will be able to 

speak faster and without hesitation.  
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DICTION  

In order for this element to work properly, learners must have an 

average command of the language that they are learning, which involves an 

appropriate pronunciation of the words. The pronunciation plays an 

important role in the production and reception of the message since this 

factor avoids the confusion of certain words. When speaking, people must 

breathe slowly, project their voice and master the emphasis of intonation. 

learners should avoid, shout and repeat pet phrases (Breeze and Sancho 

2016). 

VOCABULARY 

Vocabulary is one of the most important elements of speech since it 

is through the use of words that people will understand the message that 

they are trying to share (Morgan & Rinvolucri, 2004). A related aspect to 

consider is that learners should use a lexicon that the listener is able to 

understand. For that reason, the type of audience to which the message is 

addressed must be taken into account.  

As it can be noticed, every element of oral expression plays a specific 

role when developing speaking skills. It is important that  ESL teachers and 

learners take them into consideration when practicing this ability. A related 

point to consider is that failure is part of the learning. Thereby, the learner 

will acquire the experience that will help them not to make the same 

mistakes later on. Thus, they will be able to produce phrases in English 

easily.  

THE STRUCTURE OF THE MESSAGE  

Gruyter (2011) explains that the content or message that a person 

wants to share during a conversation or exposition, of a specific topic, must 

be expressed clearly and coherently. That is to say, the learner must avoid 

improvising the speech to avoid criticisms that affect self-esteem. This is a 

common mistake that learners make whenever they have to talk in front of 
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the class. For that reason, it is better to stick to what was studied in order 

for the presentation to be understood. 

STAGES TO TEACH SPEAKING SKILLS 

 According to Burns (2012), teaching speaking skills is a process that 

takes many efforts to accomplish even more if teachers work with a young 

group of students. for that reason, these authors have established their own 

cycle of teaching speaking skills. This cycle is comprised of some stages 

that will help the teacher to be aware of the progress of their students. These 

stages will be explained in order to clarify their purpose and how they work 

individually.  

FOCUS LEARNER’S ATTENTION ON SPEAKING 

 This stage is focused on two main purposes. The first one has to do 

with boosting students’ motivation since this element plays an important role 

when participating willingly in class. It is worth mentioning that without 

motivation there will not be an opportunity for the student to learn 

appropriately. The second purpose of this stage is related to students being 

able to be prepared for activities, of any kind, that the teacher asks them to 

carry out. In addition, learners are supposed to consider strategies that help 

them to complete the task and obtain the best result. 

PROVIDE INPUT AND GUIDE PLANNING 

 When learning a language different to the one a person was born 

with, certain insecurities will appear on behalf of the one who is learning. 

According to Burns (2012), this is completely normal, and it is the 

responsibility of the teacher to provide their students with a place in which 

there are no judgements for making mistakes. By not considering this stage, 

the students will not feel comfortable in the classroom resulting on the lack 

of participation in class.    
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It is necessary for the students to predict or make any assumptions 

about their performance while completing tasks assigned by the teacher. 

Thus, they will prepare for the outcome either positive or negative. Based 

on that result the students will be aware whether they need to improve in a 

certain part of what is being taught or not.   

FOCUS ON LANGUAGE, SKILLS, TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES 

 Burns (2012) explains that this stage is mainly focused on the 

strategies and techniques to develop certain skills of a language. For that 

reason, the teacher must find techniques that help the students to develop 

English skills properly and accurately. The teacher is required to employ as 

many strategies as needed during their classes until the ones that seem to 

work efficiently are found. 

 In addition, the strategies must be selected according to the skill that 

the students are developing and their proficiency level. In this way the 

students will be able to understand and carry out the activities efficiently 

without a problem. Regarding the strategies concerning the speaking skill, 

the teacher must consider strategies that require dynamic attitude on behalf 

of the students. This will help to draw their attention and develop the need 

to participate willingly. 

TECHNIQUES TO DEVELOP SPEAKING SKILLS 

In order to be good communicators through the use of the oral 

expression, it is necessary to develop certain speaking skills that allow 

people to master the communicative abilities of their mother tongue or the 

language they are trying to learn.  

It is known that speech is a difficult competence to evaluate. However 

it is understood that this competence involves more factors than interpreting 

the sounds generated by the vocal tract or linguistic signs of the language, 

which are regulated by a grammar that can be considered, in some cases, 

very complex. It is the teacher through their guidance and experience who 
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determines the way to improve the speaking skill, and how to face problems 

that the learners find in their way. Regarding this, Vitthal (2010) stated: 

Different techniques can be adopted for developing speaking skills. 

Teachers can work as facilitators while students become active 

participants. Acquiring skills means to adopt the required skill sets 

and use the same with a certain standard. The facilitator’s job is very 

important in the process of instruction. The facilitator can create an 

encouraging atmosphere in the language classroom so that each 

student will contribute to the process. (p. 8). 

Vitthal (2010) suggested three categories of techniques to help 

learners of English language to improve and develop their speaking skills, 

such as solo mode techniques, interactive mode techniques and, group 

mode techniques. Al three categories will be explained to provide a better 

understanding of what they are and how they are composed. 

Solo mode techniques reinforce students' ability to learn 

independently. Fulcher (2014) claimed that "there are cases in which ESL 

learners feel more comfortable when they work alone. Thus, the teacher 

must take into consideration different types of individual activities so the 

learners keep the motivation and learn at the same time" (p.17). In addition, 

these techniques push the limits of the learners so they can improve and 

get out of their comfort zone. Vitthal (2010) recommended the following 

techniques to improve and practice the oral expression.  

• Self-introductions. 

• one-minute sessions. 

• Giving running commentary. 

• Reading newspaper loudly. 

• Making/giving presentation. 
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As it was aforementioned, the teaching techniques used in the 

classroom are fundamental for the cognitive development of students. 

Therefore, solo mode techniques are accurate when acquiring speaking 

skills. 

The next set of techniques to acquire speaking skills are interactive 

mode techniques. According to Upadhya (2012), these techniques allow the 

student to develop each of the skills and abilities by implementing activities 

proposed by the teacher. It is the teacher the one in charge of taking into 

account the parameters for the evaluation process. In that way he will be 

aware of the progress of the students.   

A related point to consider is that the interactive techniques guide 

students towards meaningful and motivating learning consequently they will 

not struggle during the activities in class. Vitthal (2010) established the 

following interactive techniques as the most accurate when developing 

speaking skills:  

• Giving directions. 

• Asking questions. 

• Role-plays. 

• Simulation, 

• situational dialogues. 

• Movie clip quiz 

• Song gap-fill 

The last category of speaking techniques is the group mode 

techniques, as its name indicates. These techniques are required to include 

more than two people. In addition, they allow the students to learn about a 

topic from different perspectives. As a side note, the students will also be 

developing speaking, listening and if necessary writing.  Vitthal (2010) 

points out the following group techniques.  

 • Group discussions. 

• Debates. 

• Forums.  
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LUDIC ACTIVITIES  

 Ludic is an important element in learning since people tend to 

consider more attractive activities those whose main feature is the 

dynamism and entertainment (Coniam, 2014). Through the use of ludic 

activities, people will be able to become familiar with the world around them, 

especially if they are young learners since the basis of all activities of this 

type is communication which also help to develop speaking skills. . 

The definiton of ludic has been discussed from many perspectives 

over the years, and it has been manily stablished as dynamic way of 

learning. However, it is importan to undertand how every author sees it. Just 

as Jiménez (2002) who stated: 

Ludic is rather a condition, a human aspect that allows us to confront 

certain events of life itself, as opposed to everyday life. In addition, 

play is also a way to bring life, as it allows you to become familiar 

with moments or places where enjoyment is accompanied by 

entertaining symbolic and imaginary activities. The sense of humor, 

art and other activities that occur when we interact with others, with 

no reward other than the gratitude that these events produce. (p. 14). 

 Taking into cosideration that perspective, it can be said that ludic 

activities go further than just entertaining, since they facilitate the condition 

for people to learn and experience new aspects of life. Regarding ludic in 

the teaching field, Freita and Jameson (2012) stated that “Ludic activities 

stimulate cognitive functions of perception, attention, and memory; it is a 

fundamental factor for the correct development of people's thoughts, 

language, body, and personality; therefore, it must be conceived as a 

means of learning at any level or modality of education” (p. 43).  

the importance of the ludic activities in the educational field is 

noticeable, since they contribute to a large extent to the methods to teach 

different subjects. A related point to consider is that the use of playful 
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activities in young learners is essential, since, it allows the development of 

intelligence and an active spirit, which is vital in the learning stage. 

For that reason, ludic activities should be considered mainly in 

educational settings. Additionally, these activities or strategies create 

environments that facilitate experiences through practical exercises mixed 

with entertainment. thus learners will always be willing to participate in any 

activity of this type.  

It is important to mention that the more positive experiences and 

educational realities the learners know, the more knowledge they will 

acquire through these activities will be much broader. Farreny (1997)  points 

out some positive aspects of the use of ludic activities such as: 

• Improve motor and sensory perception. 

• Increase intellectual and affective abilities. 

• Develop the acquisition of oral and motor skills. 

• Promote the acquisition of habits and norms of behavior. 

• It is based on enjoyment. 

• Appeals to the vulnerable side of learners. 

• Allows to learn a new language naturally. 

• Most of the ludic activities area sy to undertand. 

It can be concluded that ludic plays an important role in human 

development due to the fact that it promotes the psycho-social 

development, the acquisition of knowledge and the construction of 

personality.  It can be said that ludic includes a wide range of features where 

pleasure, entertainment, creativity, and knowledge are mixed. In this way, 

learners are able to understand and deal with the events that they 

experience every day.  
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TYPES OF LUDIC ACTIVITIES.  

 According to Whitton & Moseley (2019), there are diverse types of 

ludic activities that can help students progress with their learning. These 

activities also help greatly with the development of speaking skills 

considering that ludic is based on dynamism and communication.  

As it was aforementioned, the number of ludic activities is vast. 

However, only the ones that are more useful for the development of 

speaking skills will be considered in this research such as games, pair/group 

work, dramatization, illustrations, and telling stories. 

GAMES 

 The development of speaking skills is one of the main objectives 

within the teaching of the English language. For that reason, it is worth 

mentioning that games are an infinite source of alternatives to acquire and 

improve oral expression, considering that games allow students to engage 

with the activities and feel comfortable. Whitton & Moseley (2019), pointed 

out two main benefits when implementing games in the classroom such as:  

• Games allow communication with others spontaneously. 

• Games facilitates the expression of students’ experiences, feelings, 

and emotions. 

Creating a friendly environment for the student, in which 

interpersonal relationships are also included, is an essential requirement to 

acquire speaking skills easily  (Alvarez M. , 2015). It is important to point out 

that the communication and the relationship with other individuals are part 

of a stage prior to the acquisition of oral competences.  

PAIR/GROUP WORK 

Pair or group work mainly promotes the cooperation between 

students. When carrying out these types of activities, students will speak 

one another naturally and spontaneously. The experience that they will 
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obtain when performing these activities enables them to improve their 

speaking, It is worth mentioning that group activities are based on the 

exchange of information in order to get a concensus regarding what is being 

discussed.  

Wenocur (2014) explains that the teaching of English language as a 

process of skill development must seek to integrate people in his social 

environment by providing education through the elements that are essential 

to understand and participate in the environment in which they are 

immersed.  

However, for this educational process to be meaningful for the 

student, it is necessary to be carried out through a natural process of 

integration. In other words, people depend mainly from the interactions with 

others. For that reason using group activities is a good alternative to develop 

speaking skills. 

DRAMATIZATION 

 It is known that dramatizations or role plays are aimed to strengthen 

the imagination of the students. By using these activities they will be able to 

create an infinite number of situations similar to ones they could experience 

in real life, which is going to prepare them to employ the correct words 

whenever they want to share comprehensible ideas to others. 

The dramatization process serves as an intermediary between what 

is fantasy and what is real,  becoming a ludic space where each phrase that 

the learners create during the activity is practiced and their different abilities 

o are developed as well (Nascimento, 2017).  

This will lead to a greater mastery of the oral expression. Therefore, 

this type of activities is highly recommended. Moreover, these activities help 

the learners to easily cope with the world that surrounds them. 
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It can be concluded that these activities work efficiently to develop 

English skills. In this case, they seem to be the corrrect strategies to develop 

or improve oral expression, considering that they all create a friendly setting 

for the students to learn. Moreover, these activities can also be employed 

at any education level.  

 

ELEMENTS OF THE LUDIC TEACHING METHOD 

When teachers apply a ludic activity in class, they need to consider 

some apects that will help them to predict whether the exercise will have a 

positive or negative impact on the learning of the students. Hill (2017), 

established four key elements of any ludic activity such as, participation, 

dynamism, entertainment, and competition.  

 

PARTICIPATION 

     Participation can be considered a dimension of people's quality of life 

since it is closely related to the processes of social inclusion, integration, 

and identity (Flores, 2014). In other words, participation depends mainly on 

how motivated the students feel during classes. 

 

The participation of students during an activity is not only about 

quantitatively measuring their intellect but about establishing a series of 

parameters of achievement that the teacher can use to determine their 

progress. 

 A related point to consider is that the activities are well planned and 

include strategies that promote the active participation of the students 

during class. In this case, it can be said that ludic activities are an essential 

tool to encourage students to participate be motivated. 
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DYNAMISM 

The dynamism means to be flexible in the teaching strategies that 

will be used during the class. In addition, the teacher should create  dynamic 

activities taking into account a broader perspective than usual, considering 

that their students could react better with exercises involving entertaining 

movements that draw their attention. 

 

Dynamic activities are a powerful and indispensable tool for the 

teacher, these type of activities motivate the participation of the 

student and allow them to learn through personal experience; 

learning is better when the attention of the students' is drawn by 

activities whose main purpose is to have fun. (Charles, 2002). 

 

For that reason, dynamism is an important element that the teacher 

must consider when using ludic activities. It is worth mentionign that these 

activties are not meant competely to entertain the students, but to mix 

learnig with fun.  

 

ENTERTAINMENT   

 It is known that entertainment has been used for educational 

purposes for many years and its relevance has increased in the last 

decades. The literature indicates that there is a long history of educational 

strategies that have helped to improve the development of speaking skills, 

one of them is the utilization of ludic activities. 

In some cases, the purpose of this type of strategies is missed by the 

students. For that reason, it is the duty of the teacher to establish a limit 

between the entertaining part of the activity and the importance of this in the 

development of skills (Lacayo, 2012). 
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COMPETITION 

The competition within the classroom does not aim to find champions 

who presume to others their victories, but to strengthen the habit of learning 

through a healthy competition and whose winners are all those who 

participate in the activity, considering that knowledge is the best prize that 

they can acquire (Lacayo, 2012). 

There is a considerable number of ludic activities that promote 

healthy competition among the students. In addition, it is also an alternative 

to leave stress behind and the students will be motivated to complete the 

task and at the same time acquire new knowledge. 

PEDAGOGICAL FOUNDATION 

 The method employed in the classroom is always relevant to a good 

education. For that reason, the teacher must be aware of strategies or 

techniques that help him to make himself clear when presenting a topic to 

their students. By using ludic activities the student will not only be 

encouraged to participate without hesitation but also to integrate themselves 

with the people they are surrounded by. Regarding this Bianchi (2010), 

stated:  

In pedagogy, the ludic becomes an educational function full of 

meaning, considering that these activities provide security to the 

learners, and also a free and creative experience. When using 

activities of this kind, learners wil be able to imagine their 

environment and respond with new actions. (p. 3). 

From socio-cognitive theory, ludic is a particular form of spontaneous 

cognitive performance that reflects the process of knowledge construction 

and organization of the mind has its origin in the influence exercised by the 

social framework on the Subject.(Vygotsky, 1985). 
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Therefore, a ludic pedagogy approach is needed for the development 

of either speaking skills or any other English skill. A related point to consider 

is that through the employment of this activities in class, the students will be 

able to fulfill some of their academic goals by the end of the academic year. 

In this way, they will be prepared to face the educative challenges of the 

next one.  

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION 

 From a very early age, people try to instill the importance of values 

into their offspring since values are everything society is based on. Respect, 

kindness, responsibility are just some of the pillar in which people create the 

base of their living. Without these factors civilized society would not be 

possible. Therefore, the study of values, which is a philosophical aspect 

comprised of axiology, is important for this study.  

 The axiology within the field of education is concerned with providing 

a rational analysis to a situation of human nature and in this way find 

solutions; By integrating this element into education, you can summarize in 

the most complete way of educating people because education is not only 

about acquiring and memorizing knowledge, but also growing spiritually. 

(Bianchi 2010). 

 Ludic activities contribute to the developmemnt of values as well, 

since several ctivities requires the cooperation among students; 

responsibility, kindnes, concentration, patience are just a few of the human 

values .  

PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATION 

Motivation is a crucial factor in any aspect of life considering that 

motivation is what makes people work for what they want to achieve. 

Therefore it is important that teachers motivate the students to get better 

every day. For that to be possible, it is necessary to consider methods, 

techniques or approaches that appeal to the students’ interest. 
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Motivation is also an determining psychological element in the 

learning of a second language. Therefore, the implementation of ludic 

activities and promoters of the creativity of the students are an optimal 

motivation instrument. 

According to Ausubel (1963), "The notion of meaningful learning is 

not only linked to the previous conceptual schemes that the student brings, 

but also to the familiarity and the interest of what is being learned." (p.16) 

When using ludic activities, the learning will also be meaningful since the 

students will have the opportunity to relate their current knowledge with the 

new one, facilitating the assimilation of the new information. 

CONTEXTUAL FRAMEWORK 

Vicente Rocafuerte Public School is an emblematic educational 

institution of Ecuador, considering that there have been several important 

figures that completed their secondary education in this institution such as, 

Carlos Julio Arosemena Tola, Otto Arosemena Gómez, Jaime Roldós 

Aguilera among others. This institution was founded on February 1, 1842 

by the Guayas Governor of that period Mr. Vicente Rocafuerte. 

During the government of Rafael Correa, a statement was issued in 

order to include Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School to the program of 

the “Millennium Units” which included the complete refurbishment of the 

institution, these changes were made in order to provide the students with 

a place of quality in which they feel comfortable and motivated to learn. 

Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School is located at Jose Velez Villamar 

street 2203; there are about 4000 students who attend daily to accomplish 

their right to get an education of quality.  

Ever since the institution was remodeled the requests to register new 

students has increased considerably becoming one of the most important 

educational institutions of the city. In addition, Vicente Rocafuerte Public 

High School hosts students from all over the city of Guayaquil including 
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students from the city outskirts; a considerable number of students that 

attend to classes every day belongs to a poor social class making this 

institution a vulnerable setting worth to be considered for this study. 

The mission of this institution is to generate technical and 

technological knowledge, training students capable of competently 

performing both social and productive processes in line with the National 

Plan for Good Living and the constant construction of knowledge that 

students are part of. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

The legal support of this thesis project lies in three main legal 

documents currently valid in Ecuador such a; The Ecuadorian Constitution,  

The Organic Law of Intercultural Education, and The English National 

Curriculum Guidelines. 

The Ecuadorian Constitution is the most important legal document in 

which is established the law and regulations the people must follow. In this 

legal document is stated:  

Art. 27 the education will be focus on the human being and ensure a 

holistic development, within the framework of respect for human 

rights, the environment, and sustainable democracy; it is 

participatory, compulsory, cross-cultural, democratic, inclusive and 

diverse, of quality and warmth; it will promote gender equity, justice, 

solidarity and peace; it stimulates critical sense, art and physical 

education, and promotes the individual and community initiative and 

the development of skills and abilities to create and work. (p.28). 

 

As it is mentionied in the article, education is a priority whose main 

objective is to allow people to increase their knowledge holistically without 

any type of exclussion; and obtain a life of dignity.  
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The Organic Law of Intercultural Education (2011) states: 

Art 19. - The State at all levels of government and in concurrent 

exercise of education manage, plan, organize, provide and optimize 

educational services considering technical, pedagogical, 

technological, cultural, and linguistic criteria, compensation of 

inequities and territorial claims. Define the basic and mandatory 

quality requirements for the start of operation and operation of 

educational institutions (p. 18). 

Art. 24.- Initial education is aimed at developing in children and girls 

stimulating early skills and abilities to lay the bases of the process of 

physiological, motor, psychological, affective maturation, intellectual 

and social, considering their culture and in coordination with family, 

in order to achieve an adequate articulation with the Basic education. 

(p.19) 

It is the responsibility of the government to constantly improve all 

level and sublevels of education. Thus, the students will be able to receive 

an education of quality that allows them to fulfill their academic and 

professional goals. 

The English National Curriculum Guidelines is comprised of a series 

of parameters to determine the level and the abilities of the students 

regarding the English language. According to these documents, the 

students of 8th, grade regarding the speaking competence, must be able to:  

• Pronounce words, expressions, and statements in their personal and 

educational repertoire intelligibly, phonetically differentiating distinct 

words so as to avoid misunderstandings.  

• Place stress on the correct syllables of mono- and polysyllabic words 

and sentences in their repertoire. 

• Use simple phrases and sentences to describe themselves, what they 

do, where they live, what they have, etc. 
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• Read aloud a short set of written instructions which are clear and simple. 

Interaction 

• Deliver a very short, rehearsed monologue (e.g. introduce a speaker 

and use basic greeting and saying ‘good-bye’ expressions). 

• Participate in short conversations on very familiar topics within the 

personal and educational domains. (NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

GUIDELINES, 2014) 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY, PROCESS, ANALYSIS, AND DISCUSSION OF 

RESULTS 

METHODOLOGICAL DESIGN 

 The methodology applied throughout the elaboration of this research 

is based on a mixed method approach. That is to say, it involves the 

utilization of the qualitative and quantitative perspectives. In regards of the 

qualitative perspective, it allows to understand the social reality of the 

problem that is being dealt with, keeping an idealist position that highlights 

an evolutive conception of the problem and its impact within a social context 

(Niño, 2011). On the other hand, the quantitative perspective consists of the 

gathering of specific numerical data. Generally, this data is divided into two 

types; structured and statistical, which provide the necessary basis to 

establish general conclusions by analyzing them. In other words, the 

quantitative perspective helps to obtain numerical data that demonstrate the 

general points of the investigation. 

According to Hamui (2013), the mixed method approach is the most 

accurate when the questions of the investigations are complex and require 

profound analysis to determine the nature and solution of a problem. For 

that reason, this research is mainly based on the consideration of this 

method.   

TYPES OF RESEARCHES 

 The present thesis project has considered the following types of 

research which will be explained in details as follows. 

DESCRIPTIVE 

 



 
 

31 
 

Niño (2011), defines the descriptive research as “The act of representing 

through words the characteristics of phenomena, events, situations, things, 

people and other living beings. In this way whoever reads or interprets the 

description, will be able to draw accurate conclusions” (p.34). It can be said 

that this type of research is very useful to keep track of the components that 

leads to the development of the phenomenon. 

 The purpose of this type of research is to describe how the object of 

study is made up, in this case, it refers to deficiencies presented by the 

students of 8th grade at Vicente Rocafuerte Publix High School when 

developing speaking skills. Thus, the researchers will be able to understand 

the nature of it. As a consequence, the proper actions will be taken in order 

to overcome the problem that these students are facing.  

EXPLANATORY 

The explanatory research goes further than only describe the facts 

that structure a phenomenon; it seeks to provide a detailed answer to the 

elemental questions, of a study, regarding the situation that is being 

investigated (Niño, 2011).  In other words, to explain how things work is a 

process that requires the inclusion of certain details that provide meaning to 

several aspects of the research. 

This type of research is relevant to this study considering that it 

allowed explaining not only the main causes of the problem that the students 

of 8th grade faced, but also to provide detailed guidelines to treat these 

problems through the use of ludic activities. As a consequence, they would 

be able to complete their academic year effectively.   

PURPOSEFUL 

 According to Hernandez (2016), this type of research is made up by 

a group of processes that allow diagnosing a certain amount of factor in 

order to find solutions to a problem. Once all the aspects have been 



 
 

32 
 

analyzed the researcher will precede to test the possible solutions until the 

proper one is found. 

The present study is purposeful due to the fact that it is based on the 

need for a group of students to overcome their difficulties regarding the 

development of speaking skills. In addition, a didactic resource will be made 

and afterward delivered to the English teacher, as the solution to help the 

student to get English speaking skills properly.  

POPULATION & SAMPLE 

 At Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School, 8th graders are divided 

into three classrooms due to the high number of students, which makes a 

total of ninety-six students. In addition, there are two English teachers in 

charge of these three classrooms. However, all three classrooms were not 

considered for this research, in fact, only the 8th grade classroom “B” was 

considered since this is the group in which the problem was identified during 

teaching practice.  

 The 8th grade classroom “B” has thirty-two students. As it can be seen 

in the table below, this classroom “B” does not surpass a hundred student, 

thus, there was no need to apply the probabilistic non-probabilistic formula 

to obtain a sample. 

 

Detail Population Sample 

Students 32 32 

Teachers 1 1 

Total 33 33 

Table #1: Distribution of population and sample 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE VARIABLES 

Table #2 

 

VARIABLES DIMENSION INDICATORS 

D.V 

 

SPEAKING 

SKILLS 

Generalities 
• Definition  

• Importance 

Types of 

communication 

• Verbal 

• Non-verbal 

Components of the 

speaking competence 

• Grammar  

• Fluency 

• Voice 

• Gestures 

• Diction 

• Structure of the message 

• Vocabulary 

Stages to teach 

speaking skills  

• Focus learner’s attention on 

speaking 

• Provide input and guide 

planning 

• Focus on language, skills and 

strategies 

Techniques to develop 

speaking skills 

• Solo mode techniques 

• Interactive mode techniques 

• Group mode techniques 

I.V 

 

LUDIC 

ACTIVITIES 

Generalities 

• Definition  

• Importance 

• Characteristics  

Types of ludic activities 

• Games 

• Pair/group work 

• Dramatization 

Elements of the ludic 

teaching method 

• Participation  

• Dynamism  

• Entertainment   

• Competition 

Source: Interpretative analysis of the variables 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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RESEARCH METHODS 

 It can be said that the research methods are the path that, in the form 

of theoretical construction, guides the researcher or student of the social 

and economic scientific field to achieve certain objectives in a determined 

amount of time, by carrying out a specific type of activities with their 

respective resources. (Deymor, 2010). In the present research, the following 

methods of investigation have been considered in order to obtain enough 

data that contribute to understand how influential ludic activities are when 

developing speaking skills. 

ANALYSIS–SYNTHESIS 

 This method allows to the researcher to split the most relevant 

aspects of the compiled data into parts in order to be analyzed individually, 

once the each part has been properly studied, the researcher will be able to 

logicaly join the information in once peace again. Deymor (2011), regarding 

this method stated:    

 From a common logic, analyze is to split and examine the parts of a 

whole, in order to recognize their nature, relationships and 

characteristics, this process concludes with the returning  of the 

whole, in other words, the synthesis refers to the obtaining of 

knowledge in a accurate manner. It can be said that analysis leads 

to synthesis and the synthesis to analysis; It is a process that works 

as a cycle. (p.103). 

INDUCTIVE-DEDUCTIVE 

 This method is used as an argumentation tool in an investigation, in 

this way it will be possible to obtain conclusions that start from particular 

facts which are accepted as valid through observation, in order to establish 

general conclusions about the object of study. 
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It is worth mentioning that the inductive-deductive method starts with 

an individual analysis of the facts that structure the research problem, and 

afterward to set universal conclusions considered as the basis of a theory. 

HISTORICAL-LOGICAL 

 The historical-logical method allows the researcher to establish 

relationships of events that occurred over time, which gave rise to a 

phenomenon or event with a strong impact on the present. Likewise, this 

method allows keeping track of all the aspects involved in it, considering 

that conflicts or problems, worthy of investigation, are not created by 

coincidence nor accident (Hernandez, 2016). 

 During the elaboration of this thesis project, it has been considered 

previous researches that helped to understand the nature and origin of the 

problem, these data allowed to keep a chronological order of the events that 

contributed this problem continue to this day. in this way, other perspectives 

could be considered and provided reliable information to the educational 

field regarding the development of speaking skills.    

SYSTEMIC-STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL 

 This method refers to the coherent order of the concepts, events, and 

data included in the research. It is necessary that all these elements be 

closely related, otherwise, there would be many inconsistencies in the 

arguments, thus the research could not be considered as a reliable source 

of information (Hernandez, 2016).   

TECHNIQUES AND INSTRUMENTS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 In order to collect the most accurate data for the development of this 

part of the research, it was necessary to apply empirical techniques such as 

observation, surveys, and interview which were properly selected according 

their efficiency.  
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SURVEY 

According to Niño (2011), the survey of investigation is one of the 

oldest and most efficient techniques for gathering data. This technique 

allows gathering information from the perspective of the people that 

integrate a community, or a minimum portion of it, which is known as a 

sample. In this way, the researcher will be able to identify their opinions, 

thoughts, points of view, attitudes, interests or experiences, among other 

aspects, through the application of a series of questions, objectively 

proposed for the collection of unbiased information. Some of the 

advantages of this instrument will be listed as follows:  

• Allows a general access to the members of a population. 

• Gives greater freedom to the people of the surveyed to respond 

honestly and without pressure. 

• Ensures certain objectivity when collecting data, to the extent that the 

information is provided by different people other than the researcher. 

(Niño, 2011, p.63-64). 

In this study a survey was applied to the students of 8th grade General 

Basic Education, which was structured by fifteen statements and regulated 

by a Likert scale of agreement. The student s did not struggle to understand 

the statements thus the collection of data was considered a succeed.  

OBSERVATION 

Observation is considered as a mental process of high complexity, 

which is carried out through the use of the sense of sight. Through 

observation, it is intended to perceive and identify characteristics, forms, 

and qualities of certain things such as; a person or living being, a 

phenomenon or activity (Niño, 2011). By identifying these qualities, the 

researcher will be able to register them by using an instrument that allows 

to organize and analyze these features later on. 
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In order to complement this technique of investigation an observation 

guide was employed by the researcher, in which ten behavior criteria, 

regarding the attitude of the teacher and students towards the class, were 

included.  

In addition to that, the aspects considered in the observation guide, 

provided a better understanding of how the class is managed and where the 

students of 8th grade Basic General Education seemed to struggle the most, 

when it comes to develop speaking skills. 

INTERVIEW 

The research interview is a technique based on the exchange of 

information between the interviewee and the interviewer. It is the duty of the 

interviewer to prepare a questionnaire based on the information that he/she 

wants to collect; In that way, the opinions and points of view of the 

interviewee can be properly collected (Niño, 2011).  

For the application of this technique, a questionnaire was prepared 

in advance, each question was aimed to know the main aspects of the 

English class, such as the level of students, techniques to be implemented 

in the class, the methodology among others. It is worth mentioning, that the 

English teacher of 8th grade at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School 

answered every question without any problem. 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 

Objective: To know the students’ perspective regarding the influence of ludic activities in 

the development of speaking skills. 

Mark with a “X” the option that fits your knowledge in each statement 

 

  

 Statemen 
Strongly 

disagree  

1 

Disagree  

 

2 

Undecided 

 

3 

Agree 

 

4 

Strongly 

agree  

5 

1 I like speaking in English. 
     

2 
I feel confident about my 
speaking skills.  

     

3 
I practice my speaking skills by 
myself. 

     

4 
I know enough words to start a 

conversation in English. 

     

5 
I am able to express my ideas 

easily in English. 

     

6 
I prefer to participate in dynamic 

activities.  

     

7 

I am aware of the effectiveness 

of the ludic activities when 

developing speaking skills. 

     

8 
I believe that the English class 

is interesting and dynamic. 

     

9 
I know how to use the grammar 

properly. 

     

10 

I consider that role-play 

activities help to improve the 

speaking fluency. 

     

11 

I consider that teachers use 

appropriate speaking exercises 

during the class. 

     

12 

I believe that the teacher 

properly promotes speaking 

competence. 

     

13 

I prefer the activities of the text-

book rather than the ones 

provided by the teacher. 

     

14 

I believe that the limited use of 

ludic activities is prejudicial to 

the development of speaking 

skills. 

     

15 

I believe that a booklet with 

ludic activities would be helpful 

to develop speaking skills. 

     

Strongly disagree (1) - Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly agree (5) 
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ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE RESULTS 

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY 

Table 3 

I like speaking in English. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 1 

Strongly disagree 5 16% 

Disagree 1 3% 

Undecided 1 3% 

Agree 16 50% 

Strongly agree 9 28% 

Total 32 100% 

 

Graphic 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis: 

Based on the responses provided by the students in this statement, 

it is evident that a vast majority likes speaking in English, even though they 

struggle when they have to express their ideas orally either during peaking 

activities or when the teacher asks questions. It is also noticeable that there 

is a small percentage, but still important, that do not agree with this 

statement, which could be the result of lack of confidence in themselves or 

the way the English language is taught in the classroom.  

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 4 

I feel confident about my speaking skills.  

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 2 

Strongly disagree 19 59% 

Disagree 5 16% 

Undecided 2 6% 

Agree 3 9% 

Strongly agree 3 9% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Graphic 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis: 

 The statistics on this statement show a large number of students 

feeling insecure regarding their speaking skills, it could be related to the 

strategies employed in class to encourage and promote speaking skill which 

might not be working properly. On the other hand, there is a small group of 

students that feel confident about their speaking skills, this group could be 

considered as the most skilled in the classroom.  

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 5 

I practice my speaking skills by myself. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 3 

Strongly disagree 12 38% 

Disagree 9 28% 

Undecided 7 22% 

Agree 3 9% 

Strongly agree 1 3% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Analysis: 

 The results in this statement are conclusive, considering that the 

majority of the students in the classroom do not practice English not even 

by themselves, a likely reason for this to happen might be students’ 

insecurities regarding certain aspects of learning a different language such 

as proper pronunciation, the use of grammar, etc. However, once again it is 

noticeable the presence of a small group that practice by themselves 

without a complete intervention of the teacher. 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
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Table 6 

I know enough words to start a conversation in English. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 4 

Strongly disagree 5 16% 

Disagree 5 16% 

Undecided 1 3% 

Agree 17 53% 

Strongly agree 4 13% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis: 

 According the obtained results in this statement the majority of the 

students think that they know a proper amount of words to carry out a 

conversation in English, which lead to conclude that the problem itself is not 

related to the vocabulary but another aspect in the teaching-learning 

process. It is worth motioning that a 32% of the students do struggle with 

the vocabulary which is necessary to take into account in order to provide a 

solution.   

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 7 

I am able to express my ideas easily in English. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 5 

Strongly disagree 20 63% 

Disagree 5 16% 

Undecided 2 6% 

Agree 3 9% 

Strongly agree 2 6% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 The results in this statement are conclusive as well since a vast 

majority is aware of their inability to express their ideas easily in English, 

thus these students need a certain alternative to overcome this problem. On 

the other hand, a 9% of the students consider that they have the proper 

skills to express themselves in English.  

 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 8 

I prefer to participate in dynamic activities.  

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 6 

Strongly disagree 1 3% 

Disagree 2 6% 

Undecided 5 16% 

Agree 19 59% 

Strongly agree 5 16% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 These results show the preferences of the students regarding the 

type of English activities that they are more like to be involved in. It is not a 

secret that in an early stage of learning the students are more attracted to 

what is more meaningful for them, this might be the case of these group. 

Only a 9% do not agree with this statement which could be result of a lack 

of knowledge about what dynamic activities are.    

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 9 

I am aware of the effectiveness of the ludic activities when developing 

speaking skills. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 7 

Strongly disagree 5 16% 

Disagree 2 6% 

Undecided 18 56% 

Agree 3 9% 

Strongly agree 4 13% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 Based on the obtained results in this statement this group of students 

are either confused or they completely ignore what ludic activities are, since 

the majority seem undecided whether ludic activities are effective or not. 

That problem could be easily solved by making a short explanation when 

using these types of activities. However, small percentage seem to 

understand and be aware of the effectiveness of these type of activities.   

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 10 

I believe that the English class is interesting and dynamic. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 8 

Strongly disagree 18 56% 

Disagree 9 28% 

Undecided 2 6% 

Agree 1 3% 

Strongly agree 2 6% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Graphic 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 According to the obtained results in this statement, the students do 

not consider that the English class, which they are coursing this academic 

year, is not interesting. This could be the result of the employment of a 

traditional teaching methodology, which might not be encouraging them to 

improve and develop speaking skills properly. 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 11 

I know how to use the grammar properly. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 9 

Strongly disagree 3 9% 

Disagree 4 13% 

Undecided 1 3% 

Agree 11 34% 

Strongly agree 13 41% 

Total 32 100% 

 
 

 

Graphic 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Analysis 

 Based on the responses provided by the students in this statement, 

most of them seem to know how to use grammar properly, which once again 

lead to concluded that the problem is barely related to their knowledge but 

the methodology, strategies, activities and techniques employed during the 

class. It is worth mentioning that over a 21% of the students seem to 

struggle with the grammar.  

 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 12 

I consider that role-play activities help to improve the speaking fluency. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 10 

Strongly disagree 2 6% 

Disagree 1 3% 

Undecided 15 47% 

Agree 5 16% 

Strongly agree 9 28% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Graphic 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 The results on this item show, once again, a group with divided opinions 

regarding the effectiveness of a well-known activity to develop speaking skills. 

which could be the result of the lack information on how good role-play activities 

are to practice speaking though the interaction among students. However, over 

43% consider that roleplay does help to improve speaking skills properly.  

 

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 13 

I consider that teachers use appropriate speaking exercises during the class. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 11 

Strongly disagree 10 31% 

Disagree 14 44% 

Undecided 2 6% 

Agree 2 6% 

Strongly agree 4 13% 

Total 32 100% 
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Analysis 

 The results on this statement are conclusive, considering that the 

most of the students believe that the teacher does not implement 

appropriate speaking exercise in class. This could be attributed to two main 

reasons; on one hand there is the excessive use of the textbook. On the 

other hand, the employment of traditional method and techniques to develop 

speaking skills.  

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 14 

I believe that the teacher properly promotes speaking competence. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 12 

Strongly disagree 15 47% 

Disagree 4 13% 

Undecided 5 16% 

Agree 2 6% 

Strongly agree 6 19% 

Total 32 100% 
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Analysis 

 According these results, the developments of the speaking 

competence is not properly promoted during classes, which might have a 

negative impact when learning English language. It is worth to highlight, that 

over a 24% consider that the teacher does promote the speaking 

competence properly.   

Source: 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 15 

I prefer the activities of the text-book rather than the ones provided by the teacher. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 13 

Strongly disagree 10 31% 

Disagree 4 13% 

Undecided 3 9% 

Agree 13 41% 

Strongly agree 2 6% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Graphic 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 The results in this statement show once again divided opinions, this 

time, regarding the textbook a useful didactic resource to develop English 

skills.   On one hand, over 44% of the students considered that the book is 

a good tool to use in class. On the other hand, 46% of the students disagree 

and prefer extra didactic resources provided by the teacher.  

 

Source: Survey to 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 16 

I believe that the limited use of ludic activities is prejudicial to the 

development of speaking skills. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 14 

Strongly disagree 6 19% 

Disagree 1 3% 

Undecided 5 16% 

Agree 15 47% 

Strongly agree 5 16% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

Graphic 14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 According the results in this item, the majority of students seem to 

agree that the ludic activities have a good impact when developing speaking 

skills and the lack of them could be prejudicial for their learning, since, they 

need the best alternatives to learn English language properly. 

 

Source: Survey to 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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Table 17 

I believe that a booklet with ludic activities would be helpful to develop speaking 

skills. 

Code Alternative Frequency Percentage 

Item Nº 15 

Strongly disagree 3 9% 

Disagree 3 9% 

Undecided 2 6% 

Agree 19 59% 

Strongly agree 5 16% 

Total 32 100% 
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Analysis 

 Based on the answers provided by the students in this statement, 

most of them seem to agree with the use of a booklet with ludic activities to 

develops and improve speaking skills. Which lead to conclude that the 

students are open to use new and different didactic resources that help the 

to achieve the proper English level by the end of the academic year.  

 

Source: Survey to 8th grade of GBE at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School classroom “B" 
Author: Fiallos Evelyn (2019) 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
 

OBSERVATION GUIDE 

Objective: To observe the English class in order to find out the influence of ludic activities 

in the development of speaking sills 

 

Teacher’s 

name_________________________________________________________________ 

Number of students in class: _____   

Course: _________________   Date: __________________________ 

 

 

    

 

 

Behavior Criteria Yes No Observations 

1. The teacher only speaks 
English. 

 
  

2. The teacher presents the 
topic of the lesson properly 
and provides feedback about 
it.  

 
  

3. The students seem 
interested in the 
methodology of the teacher. 

 
 

 

4. The students do not struggle 
during the speaking 
exercises. 

 
  

5. The teacher employs ludic 
activities in his class. 

 
 

  

6. The teacher uses extra 
didactic resources apart from 
the textbook.  

 
 

 

7. The students participate 
willingly in the speaking 
activities.  

 
 

 

8. The teacher employs a 
dynamic approach in class. 

 
 

 

9. Students seem motivated to 
practice oral activities. 

 
 

. 

10. The teacher promotes the 
development of speaking 
skills by using ludic activities.  

 
 

 

Tick (✓) on the option that you consider pertinent according what is observed 

in class. Take notes if necessary. 
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ANALYSYS OF THE OBSERVATION GUIDE 

 In order to get a better understanding of how the English class is 

managed by the teacher and the attitude of the students towards the 

methods, strategies, and activities applied in class, a complete observation 

phase was carried out to the students of 8th grade General Basic Education 

at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School. it is worth mentioning that an 

observation guide was employed so the data collected could be properly 

registered and to analyze it afterward.   

 One of the positive aspects that were noticed during the observation 

phase was that the teacher only spoke in English during the class.in 

addition, the teacher presented the topic correctly and provided some 

feedback if it was necessary. on the students' part, listening to the teacher 

speaking in English seemed to be very comfortable and they understood 

the instructions and explanations either literally or by context; which lead to 

conclude the problem is not related to the comprehension.  

 On the other hand, the methodology applied in class was very 

traditional, the students did not seem completely engaged to the class or 

activities proposed by the teacher, most of these activities were questions 

with very simple answers or reading some fragment of a text aloud. 

Resulting in the distraction of the students for almost half the time of the 

class. In addition, the students did not have the desire of participating 

voluntarily in these activities, at some point no one was really paying 

attention to the activity.  

 Regarding the didactic material employed in class, the only one that 

was noticed was the textbook which the teacher seemed to rely on for his 

classes. It was evident the lack of dynamism and ludic activities during the 

class; this lead to conclude that the problem, regarding the development of 

speaking skills, might be caused by these two elements. 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE TEACHER 

Objective: To understand the perspective of the teacher regarding the use 
of ludic activities to develop speaking kills. 
 
Teacher’s 

name____________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ 

 

• Answer to the following questions honestly, give reasons or 

examples if   necessary.  

 

1. What are the main difficulties for the students when developing 

speaking skills? 

2. Is dynamism an important part of your classes? Why? 

3. What type of activities do you employ for your students to improve 

their speaking?  

4. Do you consider that your students started the academic year with 

a proper English level? 

5. What type of methods or techniques do you use when it comes to 

develop students’ speaking skills.?  

6. In your opinion, could ludic activities, assist students to develop 

speaking skills? Explain. 

7. Do you consider that the textbook provides the proper means to 

help students to develop speaking skills? 
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ANALYSYS OF THE INTERVIEW TO THE TEACHER 

 In order to know the point of view of the teacher regarding the 

influence of ludic activities in the development of speaking skills, an 

interview was carried out. The questionnaire for this interview was prepared 

before it took place so the teacher was not aware of the questions he was 

asked. It is worth mentioning that the teacher participates willingly and 

responded to each question with no problem. 

 One of the main points to highlight  during this interview is that the 

teacher was aware of the deficient proficiency level that their students had 

at the beginning of this academic year, in fact, he explained that in order to 

start with his program he had to level them up first otherwise they would 

have not been able to follow the program properly. In addition, the teacher 

considers that the most difficult part for them, when practicing speaking, was 

the pronunciation.  

 According to the teacher, the dynamism and activities of this kind are 

very important in his classes, since learning is better when the setting is 

comfortable and do not force them to participate. However, he considers as 

well that activities of this nature could also be harmful for the teaching-

learning, process considering that they have an entertaining basis mixed 

with learning and, in some cases, the learning part of it could be missed by 

the students. 

 Regarding the didactic resources employed in class, the teacher 

considers that the book is a good source of exercises and activities for the 

students, therefore he based all his classed on the topics activities and 

strategies proposed in it. In addition, the textbook also provides ludic 

activities that the teacher employs when he considers necessary.  
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PROPOSAL 

TITLE 

A BOOKLET WITH LUDIC ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE SPEAKING 

SKILL 

JUSTIFICATION 

 One of the main goals of this research is to provide a solution to a 

problem that has become common in the English classroom, which is the 

result of multiple errors in the way that the English language is currently 

taught and practiced. This solution consists of the design of an extra didactic 

resource based on ludic activities that promote and encourages the 

development of speaking skills in the students of the 8th grade General 

Basic Education at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School. 

 It is worth mentioning that this proposal is mainly sustained by the 

aspects compiled through the theoretical bases and perspectives of 

different authors; just as the results of the different techniques and 

instruments of investigation.  Thus, the point of view of both teacher and 

students have had a direct impact in the design of this new didactic material, 

in this way it will be easy to implement it during the English class. 

  In addition, this proposal will also help the students to achieve the 

English proficiency level which has been established by the National 

Curriculum Guidelines. By overcoming the current deficiencies regarding 

the speaking skills, the student will be able to continue the English program 

of the next academic year successfully. 
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OBJECTIVES 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

 To develop and improve the speaking skills of the students of 8th 

grade General Basic Education classroom “B” to obtain an A1.1 proficiency 

level through the use of ludic activities.   

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

• To promote interaction among students in order to develop speaking 

skills spontaneously.  

 

• To implement didactic material that draws students' attention. 

 

• To evaluate the development of students’ speaking skills.    

FEASIBILITY 

FINANCIAL 

 The expenses for the elaboration of this proposal are not high 

therefore the author of this thesis project will cover the totality of it. These 

expenses, are the result of the prints, photocopies and physical design of 

the booklet. 

LEGAL 

 This didactic material is supported by the different legal documents 

currently used in Ecuador, Such as the Ecuadorian Constitution, The 

Organic Law of Intercultural Education, and The English National 

Curriculum Guidelines. All these documents coincide that Education is a 

priority and the necessary meant to improve it should be taken. Therefore, 

a booklet with ludic activities can be the solution to some educational 

problems.  
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TECHNICAL 

 Technological resources are not needed for effectively using this 

proposal. In fact, it has a simple design easy to understand and adapt to the 

teacher's program.   

HUMAN 

 For the application of this proposal, a group of participants will be 

needed, in this case, the students of 8th grade Basic General Education 

Classroom "B" at Vicente Rocafuerte Public High School and Their English 

teacher which at the same time will be the beneficiaries of this project. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSAL 

 The booklet with ludic activities will be addressed to both the students 

of 8th grade General Basic Education and their English teacher. In other 

words, both parts can freely use this ressource inside or outside the 

classroom. It is worth mentioning that this didactic material will be used as 

an alternative to overcome certain deficiencies related to the speaking skills 

development.  

In addition, the topics of each activity will be based on the ones 

provided by the student’s book which is currently used in class. Considering 

that it will be easier for the teacher including this didactic material to the 

classes that he has prepared for the academic year in process. Thus, this 

resource will perfectly fit their academic needs.  

This proposal will be composed of twenty-four activities. Each of 

them will include their respective explanation on how to properly execute 

the exercise and the extra didactic material if necessary. It is worth 

mentioning that the explanation will be written considering the current 

proficiency level of the students so they will not struggle to understand what 

they have to do. 
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This didactic material handles a constructivist method approach, 

considering that through the exercises included in it the students will be able 

to create new knowledge by considering the basis that they already have. 

For instance, if the main topic of the speaking activity is related to the 

members of the family, the students already know the main words of that 

group. Therefore, the pre-acquired knowledge will be used as the 

foundation for them to carry out the exercises and during the process 

acquire and learn new words. 

When this resource is used in class, the teacher will always be 

considered as the guide which the students can turn up to for help or clarify 

any doubt regarding the activity. In this way, the students will be freely 

developing the exercise so that they can learn from one another. 

It is necessary that the teacher checks whether this extra didactic 

material is helping the students to develop speaking skills or not. For that 

reason, a rubric will be added to this booklet which will help the teacher to 

evaluate their students when they practice speaking in class. In addition, 

The rubric will consider a scale that goes from” poor” as the lowest to grade 

regarding certain aspect of speaking to “Excellent” which is the highest 

grade.  

A related point to consider is that this resource is not strictly meant 

to be employed in the classroom; the students can also use it whenever 

they want to practice with their classmates or the people they feel more 

comfortable with.  

CONCLUSIONS 

• In order to reinforce the confidence of students when speaking, the 

teaching approach, employed in class, must be changed to one that 

encourages them to speak even if they make mistakes. 

• This didactic material will help the students of 8th grade to improve 

and develop their speaking skills. 
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• This new material can be used either in the classroom or at home 

since it is not strictly attached to the teaching program. in this way, 

students can benefit from it. 

 

• The teacher will be able to use this booklet at any point in the 

program he has prepared for the current academic year. 

 

• This didactic material will allow the students to engage to what they 

are learning and they will not get bored in the process.  

RECOMMENDATIONS  

• It is important the teacher develop the students speaking skills using 

proper techniques and strategies. 

 

• It is recommended that the teacher use this didactic material in order 

for the student to develop speaking skills in a way that draws their 

attention during the activity. 

 

• It is highly recommended that the teacher employ the rubric included 

in the booklet to check the student’s progress regarding speaking 

skills development. 

 

• By considering the use of ludic activities more frequently in class, the 

students will be motivated to learn willingly without pressure.  

 

• It is recommended that the teacher employ and provide alternative 

didactic resources that appeal with the interest of their students. 

Thus, they will be engaged to the English class. 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
 

OBSERVATION GUIDE 

Objective: To observe the English class in order to find out the influence of ludic 
activities in the development of speaking sills 
Teacher’s 
name__________________________________________________________ 

Number of students in class: _____  Course: _______________ 
Date: __________________________ 
 

 

  

 

 

Behavior Criteria Yes No Observations 

1. The teacher only speaks 
English. 

   

2. The teacher presents the topic 
of the lesson properly and 
provides feedback about it.  

   

3. The students seem interested 
in the methodology of the 
teacher. 

   

4. The students do not struggle 
during the speaking exercises. 

   

5. The teacher employs ludic 
activities in his class. 

    

6. The teacher uses extra didactic 
resources apart from the 
textbook.  

   

7. The students participate 
willingly in the speaking 
activities.  

   

8. The teacher employs a dynamic 
approach in class. 

   

9. Students seem motivated to 
practice oral activities. 

  . 

10. The teacher promotes the 
development of speaking 
skills by using ludic activities.  

   

Tick (✓) on the option that you consider pertinent according what is observed 

in class. Take notes if necessary. 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE TEACHER 

Objective: To understand the perspective of the teacher regarding the use 
of ludic activities to develop speaking kills. 
 
Teacher’s name____________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ 

 

• Answer to the following questions honestly, give reasons or 

examples if  necessary.  

 

1. What are the main difficulties for the students when developing 

speaking skills? 

2. Is dynamism an important part of your classes? Why? 

3. What type of activities do you employ for your students to improve 

their speaking?  

4. Do you consider that your students started the academic year with 

a proper English level? 

5. What type of methods or techniques do you use when it comes to 

develop students’ speaking skills.?  

6. In your opinion, could ludic activities, assist students to develop 

speaking skills? Explain. 

7. Do you consider that the textbook provides the proper means to 

help students to develop speaking skills? 
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UNIVERSITY OF GUAYAQUIL 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, LETTERS AND SCIENCES OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 

Objective: To know the students’ perspective regarding the influence of ludic activities 

in the development of speaking skills. 

Mark with a “X” the option that fits your knowledge in each statement 

 

  

 Statemen 
Strongly 

disagree  

1 

Disagree  

 

2 

Undecided 

 

3 

Agree 

 

4 

Strongly 

agree  

5 

1 I like speaking in English. 
     

2 
I feel confident about my 
speaking skills.  

     

3 
I practice my speaking skills by 
myself. 

     

4 
I know enough words to start a 

conversation in English. 

     

5 
I am able to express my ideas 

easily in English. 

     

6 
I prefer to participate in dynamic 

activities.  

     

7 

I am aware of the effectiveness 

of the ludic activities when 

developing speaking skills. 

     

8 
I believe that the English class 

is interesting and dynamic. 

     

9 
I know how to use the grammar 

properly. 

     

10 

I consider that role-play 

activities help to improve the 

speaking fluency. 

     

11 

I consider that teachers use 

appropriate speaking exercises 

during the class. 

     

12 

I believe that the teacher 

properly promotes speaking 

competence. 

     

13 

I prefer the activities of the text-

book rather than the ones 

provided by the teacher. 

     

14 

I believe that the limited use of 

ludic activities is prejudicial to 

the development of speaking 

skills. 

     

15 

I believe that a booklet with 

ludic activities would be helpful 

to develop speaking skills. 

     

Strongly disagree (1) - Disagree (2) Undecided (3) Agree (4) Strongly agree (5) 

 

 

0 
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The researcher in the front of Vicente Rocafuerte Public Highschool 

The researcher along the principal of Vicente Rocafuerte Public Highschool, requesting 

permission to apply the instruments of investigation.  
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The researcher along the students of 8th grade classroom “B” giving them indications 

regarding the survey. 

Students of 8th grade classroom “B” 

completing the survey. 
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The researcher along the English teacher during the interview. 

The researcher along the thesis adviser, checking the progress of the 

research. 


