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INTRODUCTION 

 

English is the most widely spoken language globally, with more than 1,348 

million speakers. Of all of them, approximately only 379 million are native speakers, 

while the rest have learned this language as a second language. Therefore, English 

has become universal and acquiring a good knowledge and understanding of it will 

only might bring advantages both on a personal and professional level. 

Learning English at an early age offers multiple benefits for students, because 

when they are young, they have greater ease of learning, students will develop their 

brain in such a way that they will have a superior capacity for concentration. 

Children who control more than one language have a greater capacity for 

judgment and improve their abilities and intellectual capacities, which allows them to 

have the skills for better problem solving and remarkable understanding when 

structuring the language. Consequently, bilingualism in children involves significant 

progress in their academic results, facilitating their understanding and superior 

performance in this globalized world. 

In a local context, in Ecuador English language instruction is taught in 

schools, colleges and universities and despite the importance of English, Ecuador still 

maintains a low level of the language, in 2019 the international company Education 

First (EF) made a report on the level of English of non-native speakers in which 

Ecuador was included. In total, there were 100 countries that were located in this 

ranking in which the four language skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) 
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were evaluated and Ecuador is ranked 81 with a score of 46.57 (very low level) which 

makes it the worst country in Latin America in terms of English proficiency.  

In 2021, according to a new report by EF EPI (English Proficiency Index), 

Ecuador remains as one of the two Latin American countries with the worst level of 

English proficiency, only above Mexico. The score is 440 out of 1000. That score 

equates to a very low A1 level. There is a slight improvement compared to 2020, 

which obtained 411/100. But it fell to 90th place out of 112 participating countries, 

when in 2020 it was 81st out of 100 nations. (Castillo, 2021 )  

Therefore, according to the percentages of these reports, we can see that 

Ecuador really has a low level of the English language. In the country, public 

institutions rank well below private institutions in the performance of this language, 

even some public and rural schools in the country have reduced the workload of 

English. 

Based on the information above, in Unidad Educativa "Alfredo Portaluppi 

Velásquez" does not have a higher level of learning in the English language either 

and it is due to this problem that we would like to implement the direct method in 

inductive learning to develop oral expression, since the direct method is a 

methodology that ensures that the student is in full contact with the language and this 

will make students acquire confidence and security in themselves. On the other hand, 

inductive learning benefits the development of learning autonomy and will make 

students develop analytical skills, interpretation and inquiry and can help relate the 

acquired content to the real world. 
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Chapter I 

This chapter details the research problem, specifies the conflict situation, 

contains the scientific fact, the possible causes, the formulation of the problem, it also 

contains the general and specific objectives, the scientific questions and justification. 

Chapter II 

The chapter is composed of the theoretical framework where the background 

of the research will be specified, the theoretical-conceptual framework in which the 

differences with other previous studies will be established, thus exposing its novelty 

and originality, the contextual framework will allow describing where it is locates the 

problem of the investigation and its characteristics, and finally the legal framework 

that is the one that has a set of laws, rules and regulations that give foundation to the 

investigation. 

Chapter III 

 This chapter contains the methodological design applied in this research 

work, the types of research, operationalization of the variables, population and 

sample, scientific methods, research techniques and instruments, and the analysis and 

interpretation of the information. 

Chapter IV 

The last chapter is focused on the development of the research proposal, the 

justification, the general objective and the specific ones, the description of the 

proposal. Finally, it includes the conclusions and recommendations. 
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CHAPTER I: THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

1.1. Research Context 

According to the carried out observation during the professional practice's 

experience in Educational Institutions, it was possible to evidence a low level and 

efficiency within the four English language skills learning. Being the Oral expression 

the most difficult skill that doesn’t allow the students to communicate themselves.  

This current investigation that took place at Unidad Educativa “Alfredo 

Portaluppi Velásquez’’ located in Guayaquil city, Guayas Province, in Parroquia 

Pascuales, has the objective of strengthening the oral expression in the eighth grade 

of Basic General Education students, in the 2021- 2022 school year using the direct 

method in inductive learning. 

1.2. Problem Statement 

Starting from the evidence, we can confirm that the eighth grade of Basic 

General Education students, demonstrate that they are skillful on some English skills 

such as reading, writing and even listening, for instance, they can interpret statements 

and follow commands of listening activities as well as teacher directions, in the same 

way they can write basic sentences correctly. Nevertheless, the students have 

deficiencies in oral expression inside the classroom. They know English words but 

they cannot organize their ideas to build a phrase to communicate with others 

efficiently, and this makes them feel unsure of themselves and, as a result, they rely 

to Spanish language to transmit the message.  
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The influence of an environment that lets them communicate in their mother 

language instead of what they are learning doesn't help them in their active 

participation during oral expression activities. 

Scientific Fact 

Deficiency in oral expression in the eighth grade of Basic General Education 

students, at Unidad Educativa 'Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez'' in Guayaquil city, 

Guayas Province, in Parroquia Pascuales in the 2021- 2022 school year. 

 Causes 

Possible causes identified in this problem: 

 The use of a higher percentage of the Spanish language over the English 

language in class. 

 Lack of activities that impedes students put into practice their oral expression. 

 Poor learning in which students cannot develop the observation and the 

analysis to relate ideas with the environment around them. 

 Insufficiency of language acquisition in a natural way, but rather as a formula 

in which translation predominates. 

Based on these possible causes, it can be said that due to Spanish 

predominates during English language instruction students do not feel the need to 

communicate in another language. In addition, the lack of activities for developing 

the English language, does not allow students to put into practice what they have 

learned, therefore; this impedes learning acquisition, it does not allow them to 
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develop their oral expression, and, consequently, they limit themselves to imitate or 

recognize what the teacher says without being able to analyze their ideas and 

concepts or express themselves in the English language in a context of daily life 

where they need to translate every word to organize their thoughts. 

1.3. Formulation of the Problem 

How does the use of direct method influence on the development of oral 

expression in the eighth grade students of Unidad Educativa 'Alfredo Portaluppi 

Velásquez'' in Guayaquil city, Guayas Province, in Parroquia Pascuales in the 2021- 

2022 school year?  

1.4. Research Objectives 

 

General Objective 

To determine the influence of the direct method on the development of oral 

expression through a field, bibliographic and statistical research to design a manual of 

pedagogical activities focused on Oral Expression for the level of English A1. 

Specific Objectives 

 To diagnose the Development of oral expression of eighth grade students in 

basic education. 

 To characterize the direct method in oral expression through field, 

bibliographical and statistical research. 



 

7 
 

 To determine the pedagogical activities to be included in the manual through a 

bibliographic study. 

 To design a manual of pedagogical activities for developing oral expression 

based on the data obtained during the research. 

1.5. Research Questions 

 Does the direct method correlate with the development of oral expression? 

 What is the ongoing situation regarding the development of oral expression 

among the students of eight grade of Basic General Education? 

 Will the application of a manual with pedagogical activities benefit the 

development of oral expression?  

1.6. Justification 

In Ecuador it is registered a low level of the English language, referring to the 

students in public institutions. Due to the low grades of most of the students and their 

difficulty to function well in the English language, we can assume that there is a 

problem at the national level.  

For this reason, we present this educational research project to try to amend 

this problem through a manual of pedagogical activities for students of the eighth 

grade of basic education with level A1 in English. It will provide inductive learning 

that develops oral expression by the application of the direct method allowing them to 

become directly familiar with the language from the moment they begin to learn it. 
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Further, not only the student will be benefited, but also the teachers, who will be able 

to use the pedagogical activities manual for effective teaching. 

The direct method helps the student to learn a language in a natural way, just 

as we learned our mother tongue, without translations. It involves the teaching of 

vocabulary and expressions used within a daily context, relating concepts through the 

use of objects or ideas so that the student develops their oral expression and 

comprehension. It focuses on inductive learning, in which the student observes, 

checks, compares facts, and generalizes from the specific to the general. 

The teacher's objective is that the student can use the English language as 

much as possible to such an extent that he can communicate more fluently without 

thinking about his mother tongue. Having conversations between students or with the 

teacher will promote active participation on the part of the student. Although this 

method had vocabulary as a priority, nowadays it is used in order that there is a 

correct command of verb tenses in oral expression.  

The purpose of this project is to put aside traditional teaching, which is based 

on grammar rules that we must follow and focuses on teaching in a natural, direct 

way, learning a new language through imitation, just as the children do when they are 

beginning to speak. Nobody teaches them, they just observe, listen, compare, 

associate, and put it into practice. On the other hand, the project will be useful as a 

contribution to future research related to oral expression. 
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CHAPTER II: THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 

2.1. Research background 

It is a fact that the level of English language in our country is the lowest and, 

therefore, the need to investigate to find a solution to this problem arises, 

emphasizing that the teacher should be the guide that helps the students to inquire 

their learning. The direct method was born as an opposition to the traditional method. 

Language is considered a communication instrument used in the context of daily life. 

It develops little by little as the structures, sounds, and words are understood, having 

the oral part as a priority in learning. The translation is not allowed. 

In previous researches, we can corroborate that in the teaching of the English 

language, oral expression improves if the language is learned naturally, leaving aside 

traditional teaching and focusing on inductive learning. So, we have the following:  

Cáceres & Palacios (2016) in their thesis '' Applications of the Direct Method 

for the development of the Oral Expression'', concluded that in teaching there is a low 

level of the English language due to the use of a traditional teaching methodology, 

which makes students have rote learning that limits them and prevents them from 

expressing their ideas well in simple conversations. In turn, the direct method helps  

oral expression by acquiring language such as the mother tongue. This work was 

carried out using a qualitative and descriptive methodology to analyze the problem 

and detail the direct method. 
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In the same line, Loján (2019) in her research work ''Proposal of an English 

syllabus for the Acnur- Puce linkage program'', mentions that one of the 

characteristics that make a difference between the traditional method and the direct 

method is that the direct method helps the four skills, but its focus is on oral 

expression. The author stated that in a class the teacher shows an object and how it is 

called until the student manages to associate and reproduce it. It is also said that 

through the direct metod, the teaching and learning process is done step by step and 

the student's level of English is not important. 

A low level of teaching in the English language is due to the fact that in 

schools, most teachers do not feel the need to advance to a teaching that has effective 

learning. They remain in the comfort of continuing to teach traditionally without the 

consideration of other teaching methods.  

As Shaniga & Ilankumaran (2020) in their paper ‘’Trends in English 

Language teaching’’ explain, the teacher should not teach the student to memorize the 

English language to obtain good grades but should motivate them to get involved in 

dynamics for effective learning. Likewise, they can start from different 

methodologies, such as the direct method, which allows students to learn and become 

familiar with the English language as with their mother language, focusing on oral 

fluency and awakening motivation in students. Correct training in oral aptitude is 

essential to get a good performance in the language (p. 948-950).    

In conclusion, after a deep investigation, it was verified that there are research 

works in which it exposes the direct method as a good way to teach and acquire the 
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English language in order to improve oral expression. With this search, the objective 

of this work was born to create a better and updated research project. 

 2.2. Theoretical Framework 

It is fundamental to define specific terms that offer us an essential 

contribution to a better understanding of the use of the direct method in inductive 

learning to develop Oral Expression. These terms are the following: 

Direct method 

The direct method, according to Palacios et al. (2019):  

It is a second language teaching method born at the end of the 19th century as 

a resistance to the method of grammar and translation, which had not paid 

attention to the communicative use of the language. The direct method 

prohibits translation, since it intends that the meaning is made known directly, 

through the association of discursive forms with gestures, mimicry, real 

objects and the communicative situation. It is intended to teach to think in the 

target language and for this the reading and writing must be presented after 

the practice of oral expression. The syllabus is based on real life situations.   

Based on what is stated by the authors, it is called direct method since it tries 

to establish a direct link between the foreign word and the reality it designates; in 

other words, relate the language to actions, objects, gestures and situations, without 

the help of the mother tongue. 

 



 

12 
 

Characteristics of the Direct Method 

The direct method is part of the practical methods; in which they excel: the 

natural method; the psychological; the phonetic; and reading. It is the most extensive 

of the so-called natural methods. Its approaches are established in the naturalistic 

assumptions of learning a language, that is, in the conviction that the process of 

learning a second language is similar to the process of acquiring the first language. 

This method concentrates its interest in the improvement of the four skills, 

starting with the oral ones, where oral expression becomes the basic skill. The 

presence of the mother tongue is omitted, assuming that the learning of the foreign 

language and the mother tongue make up similar processes, only that they are 

undertaken at different ages. 

Continuing with the importance of the direct method to improve oral 

expression, Setiyadi (2020), in his book ''Teaching English as a Foreign Language'', 

found out more detailed information about the direct method in which he explains its 

main characteristics. First, we can stand out that students develop oral production by 

listening and imitating sounds. Second, to define concepts, an association of ideas is 

made by showing objects by eliminating the translation.  

Principles of the Direct Method 

 The principles of the direct method in the instruction of the English language or 

other languages as a second language according to the educational magazine of the 

UNIR (2021) are:  
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 Exclusive use of the language to be learned, leaving aside the mother tongue. 

 Promotes the progress of oral expression gradually. 

 Objects, drawings and other multimedia materials are used to express to the 

student the meaning of words, concepts or to facilitate the association of 

ideas. 

 Reinforcement of oral comprehension and improvement of pronunciation. 

Advantages of the Direct Method 

 The direct method applied in the instruction of English offers a series of 

advantages compared to other methodologies, the same author, UNIR (2021), 

mentioned that:   

 Provides a better understanding of the language by avoiding interference that 

might be caused by using the mother tongue while learning English. 

 It increases students' fluency and confidence to express themselves in English, 

something that positively influences the ability to oral expression. 

 It helps optimize reading comprehension by contributing a wide range of 

vocabulary and expressions that benefit immersion in the language. 

 Students play an active role in classes through various activities proposed by 

teachers. 

 Oral practice and pronunciation are emphasized.  

Disadvantages of the Direct Method 

According to Bisirri (2012), the disadvantages are:  
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 Its proposal has been difficult to apply to large groups of students. 

 The requirement not to use the mother tongue sometimes guides the teacher to 

make complex explanations in the foreign language. 

 Interest in studying traditional grammar through reading and writing 

diminishes. 

Inductive Learning 

Induction refers to the process in which probable inferences are made about 

the environment based on experience. Learning the structure and rules of a particular 

area without direct instruction is called inductive learning. Inductive learning 

involves making deductions from experience. As an example, we can take a dialogue 

that the teacher has with the student about a specific topic. The student says a verb in 

the wrong verb tense, and then the teacher repeats the word that the student said with 

an interrogative tone to make the student see that he made a mistake. In this way, the 

student is having effective learning through the deduction that started from his 

experience, from the mistake he made. 

"Inductive learning is any instruction that begins with a challenge whose 

solution requires knowledge that has not been previously provided” (Santiago, 2019), 

as expressed by the author, it can be deduced that in inductive learning, the teacher 

shows certain challenges to the students to solve them and when facing the resolution 

of these challenges, the students distinguish the need for knowledge, skills and 

understanding. Inductive learning is one of the ways of learning where the learner 
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carries out a process that arises from the observation and analysis of a characteristic, 

until the establishment of a rule that explains said characteristic. 

In this way the student carries out a process that goes from the concrete to the 

general. In addition, in this process they also learn to discover and decide on their 

own what it is they need to know to solve the challenge. In this way, when students 

have questions that forge new meaningful knowledge, it will be the right time for the 

teacher to provide instruction, documentation, guidance, or help students to learn on 

their own. 

Advantages of Inductive Learning 

 Inductive learning is a form of learning that is centered on the protagonism of the 

students, where they can better understand instead of using memorization (Fuentes, 

2018). 

Prieto et al. (2014) declared that the possible advantages are the following:  

 It is a way of encouraging students to investigate what they do not know and 

thus obtain the knowledge for themselves. 

 Inductive learning can be represented through projects or any activity in 

which students inquire and discover what they do not understand. 

 Reasoning is one of the primary keys, looking for evidence daily, confronting 

theory with practice, and students asking questions among themselves to 

reach conclusions. 
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 It allows a greater connection between the learning scenario and the real 

world, a virtue that considerably increases the motivation that students feel for 

learning with this method. 

 The learning acquired by this method is of a higher cognitive level, because 

the role that students adopt is more active and requires them to perform high-

level mental tasks, which are thus exercised and learned more effectively. 

Disadvantages of inductive learning 

 The same author mentioned above, Prieto et al. (2014) stated that the probable 

disadvantages could be: 

 It takes more time to run the class inductively than to cover it based on the 

traditional deductive way. 

 This method requires a small group size of students. 

Oral Expression 

Romero et al. (2021) give us a clear and specific concept about what oral expression 

is:  

 Oral expression constitutes   the   basic aspect for the assimilation and 

development of the  mother tongue, and plays an important role, since it  includes 

the  ability  to  say,  narrate,   recite, repeat, while others listen; that is, the exchange 

of ideas,  opinions, criteria   between two or more  subjects  that  transmit  their  

thoughts in   this   way (p. 56). 
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Considering this concept, oral expression is essential and fundamental to 

dominate the English language. We can express ourselves, communicate and convey 

a message effectively. Also, we can carry on a conversation naturally in that 

language. When we refer to oral expression, we focus on English language 

communication. Organize and take our thoughts to transmit them in the language we 

are learning and, likewise, resort to repetition with understanding. 

Oral expression or speaking 

 Oral expression is the set of abilities and skills that will help us communicate, 

transmit and express opinions, ideas, and feelings. At the same time, it helps us to 

demonstrate our control of a specific language. Speaking is an oral expression skill-

focused specifically on a person's speech and the factors that influence it, for 

example, how we can guide our thoughts to speech. We can connote remarkable 

differences directly in how these two terms are named. On the one hand, we have oral 

expression, which will focus mainly on expressing ideas, and on the other hand, we 

have speaking, which will start from the locution. If a person is in a speech, he/she 

should recite his/her presentation. In this situation, he/she must has a correct oral 

expression that will be carried out through speaking. 

Qualities of oral expression 

 For the correct functioning and development, it is necessary to know the 

aspects that influence oral expression. For this reason, oral expression focuses on 

coherence, which is defined by the RAE (2021) as ''Connection, relationship or union 

of some things with others''. In other words, one idea must be related to another. On 
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the other hand, there is fluency which consists of speaking without stopping and 

pausing where necessary. Likewise, the modulation of the voice stands out, in which 

emphasis is placed on the pronunciation that is defined as ''the way words are 

pronounced'' (Cambridge dictionary, s.f.), because if it does not have a correct 

pronunciation of the words, there may be difficulties to convey the message. Also, 

intonation is important, because it must be known when it is necessary to raise or 

lower the tone of voice and always maintain a tone that allows others to understand 

the message. 

Communicative Competence 

According to Rincón (2004) communicative competence helps us to 

communicate, taking into account the social or cultural context in which we are. He 

mentions two systems within communicative communication. On the one hand, we 

have the primary system that focuses on daily life, helping us in the communicative 

exchange within a context used in society, such as talking on the phone with a friend. 

On the other hand, we have the secondary system, which is focused in a more 

complex context related to the scientific, literary, legal, etc. 

Therefore, communicative competence will be used based on the context in 

which we are, since the exchange of communication will vary depending on this. It 

helps us to develop our linguistic ability to build sentences with a correct structure to 

transmit and interpret our thoughts. 
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Manual 

It is a set of systematic instructions and procedures that describes a series of 

steps to be carried out to achieve a goal. Within the field of education, it is a tool that 

will help the teacher during the teaching process. In addition, it is necessary to 

emphasize that the creation of a manual must have a correct teaching doctrine and 

must be easily explained so that the teacher can follow all the activities correctly. 

In this context, a thesis presented by the university INACAP (2017) explains 

the concept of a manual as a practical orientation collecting in a set of records of 

teaching and learning activities to do in the classroom.  

Pedagogical Activities  

We refer to the activity as a set of actions that an individual does, and 

pedagogy as the science that studies everything related to education. Knowing these 

two terms, it can be identified that the pedagogical activities are actions that a teacher 

performs to the student during class to strengthen their learning through practice. 

(Instituto nacional de tecnologias educativas y de formación del profesorado 

[INTEF], s.f.) 

2.3. Philosophical Foundation 

To be carried out a study correctly, it is essential to have foundations that 

support the research work. For that reason, this project is based on the philosophy 

focused on education, where the teaching process is involved in educating, teaching, 

and instructing. Education consists of instilling and developing values, skills, and 
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abilities. Secondly, teaching is to transmit knowledge in the absence of prior 

knowledge. Finally, instruction is the transmission of knowledge step by step for 

correct training. 

 In this way, philosophy takes an important role in education, since it has as 

its study everything that involves the interaction of the human being with the 

environment that surrounds him, in an objective (present by the facts) and subjective 

(present by the feelings) way ( Morales et al., 2019). Thus, based on philosophy, 

students will be able to learn and develop their oral expression by relating themselves 

to the environment that surrounds them through observation and interpretation, 

developing their thinking while receiving correct teaching, education, and instruction.  

2.4. Sociological Foundation 

Society exists because the human being is in it. People constitute a society, 

and both correlate with each other. Thus, sociology is about society. It is a study 

about life, cultural or national relations, habits or traditions, and beliefs that there are 

between each group of individuals. In addition, Education within sociology takes the 

role of making an individual develop his thoughts, customs, norms, and behavior so 

that he can understand social life (Pal, 2021). 

Therefore, it is necessary for the student to have knowledge of their 

environment and create relationships with other students to acquire the experience 

and thus improve their communication, that is why sociology is an essential 

foundation for the development of oral expression. This way it will be easier to 
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express their ideas. If the student understands the role he has in society, if he knows 

the different customs, traditions, and cultures that coexist in it, he will be able to enter 

social life and effectively transmit a more significant message. 

2.5. Pedagogical Foundation 

Pedagogy is one of the necessary and explicit foundations in this research. 

The concept of pedagogy is the study of education, the teaching and learning 

processes involved in it, as well as the techniques and methods used for proper 

education.  

According to Fundations for Sucess learning (2016) pedagogy is the set of 

strategies and activities that the teacher carries out with the student to increase or 

develop his learning, where practice will be an important means for a correct 

acquisition of what is taught, starting from of the experience on the vision and 

understanding of the world.  

Following this concept, it can be established that a manual of pedagogical 

activities will be an aid for the teacher to accomplish effective teaching in the 

students through pedagogical practice. For example, the application of the direct 

method, in activities that help them to relate with their environment as experiences 

lived in a context of daily life. 

In addition, Saldarriaga et al. (2016) in their article ‘La teoría constructivista 

de Jean Piaget y su significación para la pedagogía contemporánea’ explain the 

importance of Piaget's constructivist theory in which the teaching-learning process, 
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knowledge is built between the interaction of the student's environment with his 

reality no matter where he is. In other words, the experience that he acquires will help 

him build his own knowledge. 

2.6. Linguistic foundation  

In this research, the linguistic foundation is essential, since it is focused on 

speech, communication, and the aspects that intervene for a proper, correct oral 

expression To better understand the concept of linguistics, Deparment of Linguistics 

(2020) defines linguistics as the science that studies language where the importance 

of the structure of language is distinguished and tries to explain why these structures 

are necessary. Likewise, it shows linguistics as a fundamental element to teach a new 

language because language, or rather communication, is essential in the acquisition of 

second language skills. 

In this way, to make possible the understanding, communication, and use of 

the English language to develop oral expression, we can resort to the qualities 

involved in linguistics. 

2.7. Contextual Framework 

The study scenario on which the development of this research is focused 

corresponds to the educational community that belongs to the Unidad Educativa 

"Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez", a fiscal educational institution that is located in the 

parroquia Pascuales of the City of Guayaquil. 
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Since its creation, the School functioned in the house of Mr. Daniel Urgiles, 

he in an act of solidarity lent said premises for a year, during which time he did not 

charge a penny for rent; In the second year, the Director got the State to pay her the 

amount of S/30.00 (Thirty Sucres) per month for rent.  

In 1970 the amount of S/35.000 was obtained from the President of the 

Republic, which was invested in the purchase of furniture, as well as didactic material 

that was so much needed in the school. In 1973 the donation of the land was obtained 

by the Municipality of Guayaquil, the Mayor at that time was Mr. Francisco Huerta 

Rendón. 

Through different efforts made to different entities such as the Municipality of 

the Guayaquil Canton, Prefecture and the Ministry of Education, the construction of 

the establishment was achieved and it was inaugurated on November 8, 1973 thanks 

to the illustrious Mr. Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez, DINACE's chief of construction 

(currently DINCE); who not only took steps to build it in the city of Guayaquil, but 

also brought his offices in the capital city before the respective authorities on more 

than one occasion, so that this work could be carried out. 

The Miss Director sent several letters to the different authorities of the 

Province of Guayas, so that the name of Mr. Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez be 

considered as the ideal name for the school, in gratitude for his incalculable effort to 

help the community of the parroquia Pascuales. Thus, as of May 20, 1974, the school 

ceased to be called Escuela sin nombre No. 29 and was renamed Escuela Fiscal 

“Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez”. 
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On October 27, 2014, by means of rectification resolution number 051 - 2014, 

the District Office 09D07 Pascuales-1 Education, resolves to change the general 

name of Escuela Fiscal No. 434 "Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez" with AMIE code 

09H02719 that it offers in morning shift from First to Seventh of Basic General 

Education and in the afternoon shift from Eighth to Tenth of Basic Education, the 

same one that is renamed Escuela de Educación Básica “Alfredo Portaluppi 

Velásquez”; in the district management, taking advantage of what is established in 

article 108 of the regulations of the organic law of Intercultural Education. 

On February 17, 2016, through ministerial agreement N° MINEDUC-ME-

2016-020-A, it was resolved to approve the curriculum for the levels of General 

Initial Education and Unified Baccalaureate in Sciences. 

On January 16, 2018, Ab. Elías Mero Alcívar, head of legal advice in the 

report N° 004-2018-DDAJ-09D07 - Pascuales1, issues favorable criteria for the 

expansion and legalization of the levels of Initial Education 2 sublevel 2 (groups 3 

and 4 years) in the morning shift and the Unified General Baccalaureate in Sciences 

(1
st
 to 3

rd
 grade) in afternoon shift from the school year 2015 - 2016. In addition to 

the respective renewal of the operating permit for the complete educational offer. 

By management of the Campus Authority, the 09D07 PASCUALES 1 district 

from the 2017- 2018 school period to 2021 - 2022 changes the name of the Escuela 

de Educación Básica “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” to that of the Unidad Educativa 

Fiscal “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez”, with AMIE code 09H02719, located in 

Pascuales, General Leónidas Plaza and Balao streets; with the educational offer in the 
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Levels of Initial Education 2 sublevel 2 (groups 3 and 4 years), General Basic 

Education (1
st
 to 7

th
 grade) in morning shift and in General Basic Education (8

th
 to 

10
th

) and Unified Baccalaureate in Sciences (1
st
 to 3

rd
 grade) in the afternoon shift, 

Costa regime.  

Currently, in the 2021 - 2022 school period, the Institution is called Unidad 

Educativa Fiscal “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” and has Initial Education, Basic 

Education, Basic Higher Education and Unified General Baccalaureate. The 

institution has 35 teachers, 5 people in the administrative area and 1.130 enrolled 

students; provides educational services in the morning and afternoon shifts. 

2.8. Legal Framework 

This research work is based on some articles established by the Organic Law 

of Intercultural Education (LOEI) with Official Registry No. 417, which they have 

been translated. 

Art. 4. - Education is a fundamental human right guaranteed in the 

Constitution of the Republic and a necessary condition for the realization of other 

human rights. 

They are holders of the right to quality, secular, free and costless education at the 

initial, basic and high school levels, as well as to permanent education throughout 

life, formal and non-formal, all the inhabitants of Ecuador. 

Art. 5. - The State has the inescapable and inexcusable obligation to guarantee 

the right to education, to the inhabitants of the Ecuadorian territory and its universal 
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access throughout life, for which it will generate the conditions that guarantee equal 

opportunities to access, remain, mobilize and graduate from educational services. The 

State exercises stewardship over the Educational System through the National 

Education Authority in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic and the 

Law. 

In the literal x belonging to Art. 6 it is stated that education as an obligation of 

the State, guarantees that the plans and programs of initial, basic and high school 

education, expressed in the curriculum, promote the development of competencies 

and capacities to create knowledge and promote the incorporation of citizens into the 

world of work. 

Art. 7, literal a, stated that students have the right to be fundamental actors in 

the educational process. 

Art. 42.- Basic general education develops the capacities, abilities, skills and 

competencies of girls, boys and adolescents from five years of age onwards, to 

participate critically, responsibly and in solidarity in citizen life and continue high 

school studies. Basic general education is made up of ten years of compulsory 

attention in which the capacities and skills acquired in the previous stage are 

reinforced, broadened and deepened, and the basic disciplines are introduced, 

guaranteeing their cultural and linguistic diversity. 
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Table No. 1. Operationalization of Variables. 

VARIABLES DIMENSION INDICATORS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dependent  

Variable: 

 

Oral Expression 

 
 

 
 

Development of oral 

expression 

 

 

 
- Speaking. 

- Language Development. 

- Exchanges of ideas, 

opinions and criteria. 

 
 

 

 

Qualities 

 

 

- Fluency. 

- Intonation. 

- Coherence. 

- Pronunciation. 

 

 

 

Communicative 

Competence 

 

 
- Communicative 

exchange. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Independent  

Variable: 

 

Direct Method 

 
 

 

 

 

Characteristics 

 
- Development of oral 

production. 

- Definition of concepts. 

-Elimination of translation.  

 

 

 

Principles  

- Exclusive use of the 

English language. 

- Teaching materials. 

- Teaching Methods  

- Reinforcement of oral 

comprehension. 

- Improvement of 

pronunciation. 

 

Pedagogical Activities 

 

 

- Use of manuals  

- Strengthening learning 

- Practice 

Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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CHAPTER III: METHODOLOGY 

Any study must use a methodology that systematically helps the research 

work to achieve the proposed objectives. That is why this chapter intends to present 

the methodology carried out throughout the systematic process of the investigation in 

order to determine the influence of the direct method on the development of oral 

expression through a field, bibliographic and statistical research and thus carry out a 

manual of pedagogical activities. 

3.1. Research Approaches 

This research used a quantitative and qualitative approach in order to obtain 

results, where the qualitative approach is defined by Álvarez et al. (2014) in their 

scientific bulletin, as the set of teaching methods that, through the use of tools, allow 

us to discern reality and attributes that define a phenomenon. It establishes a 

connection with reality made to a specific group of individuals, based on the use of 

non-quantitative data systematized in a structured way. In addition, the qualitative 

approach helps us to detail, focus, and understand the circumstances of the object of 

study with its environment. 

Thus, the research was carried out following a structured order where first was 

identified the object of study and the problem it presents, based on that problem, 

indicate the variables and finally reaches a possible solution. Establishing a 

relationship with the environment of the object of study is supported by the 



 

29 
 

theoretical framework where the circumstances are detailed. Also, tools such as the 

interview to obtain data. 

On the other hand, it was also used a quantitative approach, which in words of 

Domínguez (2007) it is used to obtain numerical data of the variables that allow a 

final report of specific results to be made. In other words, it is the study of the 

relationship between the variables to interpret said results. Also, it is carried out 

through a survey where mathematical accuracy and statistical processes are collected 

in a numerical record to represent it through pie charts and tables of frequency.  

Following this concept, the quantitative approach in this research was applied 

when conducting the surveys to the students of the Unidad Educativa Alfredo 

Portaluppi to obtain the analysis of results based on our variables, using statistics to 

infer the results. 

3.2. Types of research 

 

Bibliographic Research 

This research is bibliographical because, throughout the research process, 

different sources are used to obtain information. In other words, it initiates a 

collection and searches for informative data that allows us to carry out an 

investigation properly and, in turn, create our conclusions. In this way, 

bibliographical research refers to an extensive and systematic search for information 
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in previous documents to specify the intellect of a specific area (Fernández y Lebrero, 

2014). 

Descriptive Research 

This research was carried out applying descriptive research, in which the 

surveys were realized since a detailed description of the results obtained was made, 

where the methodology applied by the teacher was specified, and how the students 

considered their level of English in oral expression, allowing us to understand the 

conflict situation.  

Explanatory Research  

According to Hernández et al. (2010) explanatory research ‘‘as its name 

indicates, its interest is focused on explaining why a phenomenon occurs and under 

what conditions it manifests itself, or why two or more variables are related’’(p. 84).   

Thus, in this investigation, the causes and consequences that gave rise to the 

conflict situation are exposed, explaining how the direct method can be a help to 

improve oral expression under inductive learning to propose a manual of pedagogical 

activities. 

Exploratory Research 

An exploratory study was carried out in which "new problems are investigated 

and concepts or variables are identified" (Hernández et al., 2010, p.85). That is how 

eighth-grade students from Basic General Education were observed through the 

process of pre-professional practices to determine the problem on a theme that has not 

been previously treated. 
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Purposeful Research 

Purposeful research uses a set of techniques and procedures for the purpose of 

diagnosing and solving fundamental problems, finding answers to scientifically 

prepared questions, studying the relationship between factors and events, or 

generating scientific knowledge. 

The same author mentioned above also states that the projects that are 

developed, applying this type of research, are based on innovative ideas and the need 

to solve pertinent problems at a local or global level. Therefore, this research is 

purposeful, since it proposes the design of a manual with pedagogical activities 

focused on oral expression, with the aim of providing a possible solution to the 

problem of the development of oral expression in the English language. 

3.3. Population 

Hernández et al. (2010) define the population used in an investigation as “the set of 

all cases that agree with a series of specifications. The population must be located 

around characteristics of content, place and time, excluding people who do not belong 

to or are not related to the research topic” (p.174). 

To establish the population of an investigation, factors such as the time in 

which the study is carried out and the topic it will deal with are taken into account, 

involving people who have an intervention in the topic; thus, the population that 

participates in the development of this research is made up of 80 students belonging 

to the 8th grade of Basic General Education of the Unidad Educativa “Alfredo 



 

32 
 

Portaluppi Velásquez”, legally enrolled in the 2021 - 2022 school period, also 

including an English teacher who works at the institution. The population of the 

current study is detailed in the following table: 

Table No. 2 
 

Items Categories Frequencies Percentages 

1 

2 

Students 80 99% 

Teacher 1 1% 

 
TOTAL 81 100% 

        Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

3.4. Sample 

Referring to the sample Hernández et al. (2010) indicate that “the sample, in 

essence, is a subgroup of the population” (p. 175); means that the research sample 

must correspond to a delimited group selected from the same population. 

The sample is not calculated, we will work with one hundred percent of the 

population because it is less than one hundred. 

3.5. Data Collection Methods and Techniques 

Analysis-Synthesis 

This method deals with two opposing intellectual processes that work 

together: analysis and synthesis. It is a method that lies in the decomposition of the 

parts and qualities of a whole to study them individually (Analysis), and the union or 

rational combination of previously dispersed elements to study them as a whole 

(Synthesis) (Quesada & Medina, 2020). 
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In the case of this research, this method is necessary for the data to be 

analyzed in such a way that the assessment expressed about them is as close to reality 

as possible. 

Deductive-Inductive 

Regarding the Deductive-Inductive method Quesada & Medina (2020) state 

that "this method is used to infer from the general to the specific, from the universal 

to the individual." 

According to the authors, through this reasoning method, conclusions are 

reached, starting from the general, accepted as valid, towards particular applications. 

The method begins with the general observation of the facts, the behavior and 

characteristics of the phenomenon are analyzed and through deduction, reasoning and 

assumptions, among other aspects, their validity is verified to apply them in a 

particular way. 

Deductive inference tells us how a general principle is supported by a set of 

facts that constitute it as a whole (variables). 

3.6. Research Instruments 

They represent how the participants will be evaluated and consist of the 

support used to collect the information required by the researcher for the development 

of their work; because it is a study that seeks to know the experiences and opinions of 

the participants, the present research work uses the interview and the survey as 

research instruments. 
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Interview 

Kvale (2011) in his book called “Las entrevistas en Investigación Cualitativa” 

points out that “The interviews try to understand issues of the everyday world 

experienced from the perspective of the subjects. This interview tries to obtain 

descriptions of the lived world of the interviewees with respect to the interpretation of 

the meaning of the phenomena described” (p. 34).  The interview conducted in this 

research work is addressed to an English teacher, questions focused on the conflict 

situation of the 8th grade students of Basic General Education are executed, in order 

to obtain more fundamental information to contribute to the investigation.  

The interview was carried out using the videoconferencing software 

application, Zoom, because currently in-person meetings should be avoided, due to 

the health emergency experienced by covid 19, the interview consisted of 8 questions.  

Survey 

The survey is considered as a data collection technique through the 

interrogation of the subjects whose purpose is to systematically obtain measures on 

the concepts that derive from a previously constructed research problem. Data 

collection is carried out through a questionnaire that is administered to the population 

or a sample, where the anonymity of the subjects is characteristic (López y Fachelli 

2015). The survey was carried out using the survey administration software, Google 

Forms, since education in virtual mode has been implemented in Ecuador as one of 

the biosecurity measures to safeguard life and avoid more infections generated by 

covid 19, the survey consisted of 9 questions. 
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42% 

23% 

28% 

6% 

1% 

Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

3.7. Analysis and Interpretation of Survey Results 

1.- I am allowed to use the Spanish language during the English class. 

Table No. 3 
 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

1 Totally agree 34 42,5% 

Agree 18 22,5% 

Moderately agree 22 27,5% 

Disagree 5 6,3% 

Totally disagree 1 1,3% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

     Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

      Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

Graphic No. 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

According to the data obtained in the survey carried out on the 8th year Basic 

General Education students of the Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez”, 

it can be observed that a significant percentage indicates that they are allowed to use 

the Spanish language during the English class, which shows that students are not 

developing their oral expression correctly in the classroom. As a consequence, it can 

be said that an adequate strategy is not being used. 
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5% 

18% 

30% 

36% 

11% Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

2.- I understand the teacher when she speaks in English during class hours. 

Table No. 4 
 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

2 Totally agree 4 5% 

Agree 14 17,5% 

Moderately agree 24 30% 

Disagree 29 36,3% 

Totally disagree 9 11,3% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

                      Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

The results allow us to know that a high percentage of the individuals 

surveyed do not understand or only partially understand the teacher when she speaks 

in English during class hours; this is due to the fact that communication skills, in this 

language, are not developed at the appropriate level or competency standard, that is 

why it is necessary to improve this situation, and it is justified the proposal of the 

current research work.   
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0% 
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26% 

39% 

20% Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

3.- I express myself clearly when interacting orally in English. 

Table No. 5 
 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

3 Totally agree 0 0% 

Agree 12 15% 

Moderately agree 21 26,3% 

Disagree 32 40% 

Totally disagree 16 20% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

                       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
 

Regarding to question number 3, it can be observed that the majority of 

students consider that they do not express themselves clearly when they interact 

orally in English; this allows us to deduce that it is necessary for the teacher to use 

methods other than the traditional ones that allow their students to improve their oral 

interaction in the foreign language. 
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21% 
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13% 
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Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

4.- The teacher speaks English all the time during the teaching and learning process. 

Table No. 6 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

4 Totally agree 17 21,3% 

Agree 21 26,3% 

Moderately agree 24 30% 

Disagree 10 12,5% 

Totally disagree 8 10% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

                       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 
 

Graphic No. 4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

The above graph shows that the highest percentage of respondents agree with 

the fact that the teacher speaks English during the teaching and learning process, 

however, the students previously stated that they do not understand or only partially 

understand the teacher, so therefore, it can be deduced that despite the fact that the 

teacher uses this foreign language during her class hours, this is not at all favoring the 

students to improve their oral expression, for which by means of the proposal of this 

research work they could develop their oral expression in a more feasible way and 

obtain better results. 
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Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

5.- The teacher uses different techniques for teaching to speak in English. 

Table No. 7 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

5 Totally agree 14 17,5% 

Agree 23 28,7% 

Moderately agree 32 40% 

Disagree 12 15% 

Totally disagree 0 0% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

According to the previous analysis, 40% of the students moderately agree that 

the teacher uses different techniques to teach speaking in English, which is quite 

striking since the same students previously stated that they do not express themselves 

clearly when they interact orally in English, which allows us to conclude that the 

techniques used by the teacher are not providing the expected results. 
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53% 
30% 
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Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

6.- I think my qualities, referring to oral expressions, such as fluency, coherence, 

intonation, and pronunciation can be improved by using appropriate strategies. 

Table No. 8 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

6 Totally agree 42 52,5% 

Agree 24 30% 

Moderately agree 9 11,3% 

Disagree 4 5% 

Totally disagree 1 1,3% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

                       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

According to the graph, the data allows us to visualize that a striking 

percentage believe that their qualities, referring to oral expression, such as fluency, 

coherence, intonation and pronunciation can be improved through the use of 

appropriate strategies, which leads us to infer that they are totally in agreement with 

the application of strategies that will allow the enhancement of their abilities. 
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7.- I understand the meaning of a word associating it with its respective concept and 

not the literal translation. 

Table No. 9 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

7 Totally agree 6 7,5% 

Agree 14 17,5% 

Moderately agree 23 28,7% 

Disagree 28 35% 

Totally disagree 9 11,3% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

                       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

According to the information obtained from the individuals under 

investigation regarding question number 7, it can be observed that the translation 

method is still widely used, which is not entirely advantageous for students because 

this method does not require that students participate in activities or communicate 

with each other, so they do not learn to use the language in a real-life conversation or 

situation and only know how to translate from one language to another. 
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32% 
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Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

8.- I consider that the direct method is beneficial to improve my oral expression. 

Table No. 10 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

8 Totally agree 28 35% 

Agree 23 28,7% 

Moderately agree 26 32,5% 

Disagree 3 3,8% 

Totally disagree 0 0% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

The results obtained indicate that almost all of the respondents consider that 

the direct method is beneficial to improve their oral expression, since this method 

consists of teaching the English language completely eliminating the translation to 

improve oral expression and it is carried out through natural teaching, just as we 

learned our mother tongue. 
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45% 
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Totally agree

Agree

Moderately agree

Disagree

Totally disagree

9.- A manual with different activities will be helpful for developing my oral skills. 

Table No. 11 

 

Item Categories Frequencies Percentages 

9 Totally agree 36 45% 

Agree 27 33,8% 

Moderately agree 17 22,5% 

Disagree 0 0% 

Totally disagree 0 0% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

                       Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

       Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 
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Source: Unidad Educativa “Alfredo Portaluppi Velásquez” 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

The graph above reflects that all the students participating in this survey stated 

that their level of orality can be improved with a manual with different activities, 

which justifies the proposal of this research work that seeks precisely to improve oral 

expression and therefore will contribute positively to develop all the qualities 

belonging to it. 
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3.8. Analysis and interpretation of the Teacher Interview 

 

Analysis and interpretation of the interview's results applied to the English 

teacher's institution.   

Interviewers: Brenda Esparza Holguín and Joselyn Suárez Andrade 

Place: through the zoom platform 

Interviewed: Licenciada María Calero Vargas 

Position: English teacher 

1. In your opinion, how would you consider the level of English your 

students have? 

About the level that we accept in eighth grade students, it is low. Students 

enter at a beginner level and due to online classes, students have an even lower level. 

2. Can your students communicate easily and effectively in English?   

Due to their low level of English and the poor vocabulary they have, they 

cannot communicate fluently. Their beginner level is an obstacle for them.  

3. Talking about percentages, what percentage do you use Spanish 

during your classes?  

I try to use an equal percentage, 50% English and 50% Spanish, but it is hard 

to maintain this percentage because the students do not understand, so I must raise the 

percentage and use 75% Spanish and 25% English. 
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4. What is the students' attitude when developing activities related to 

oral expression? 

When they do not understand what they should do in a specific activity, the 

students feel confused, and their expression says it all, but when they can express 

themselves orally, they become happy. 

5. Do you know what the direct method is? Have you used it?  

I know that this method is applied through observation, it is reciprocal and, it 

helps to learn a language through a process, as well as when children begin to say 

their first words until they completely master their mother tongue. I haven't applied it, 

but I think it can help students associate words and learn naturally. 

6. Do you consider that the application of the direct method would 

give favorable results to improve the oral expression of your students? 

I think that if this method is applied, the students will be able to develop 

observation and it will help them to improve their oral expression more effectively. 

That is how we began to learn Spanish. It will make them relate meanings to objects, 

for this reason, it is a convenient method. 

7. What methods do you apply during the execution of your classes 

associated with the practice of oral expression? 

I don't really use a method; I try to get them to develop their observation. For 

example, if we are doing a lesson, I always advise my students that if they do not 

know what the correct answer may be, look at the image and analyze it and listen 

very well to the instructions, in this way they can demonstrate what they know. 
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8. Do you think a manual of pedagogical activities would help you 

develop students' oral expression? 

I agree. Manuals are always successful because they detail steps to be carried 

out that allow the person to move forward. In this case, the manual will contain 

activities focused on the teacher to practice with the student, so it will help to develop 

their oral expression. 

Comment 

According to the answers given by the teacher, it can be verified that the 

eighth grade students have a low level of English and are even below the level 

required by the institution. This lets us know that it is one of the reasons why students 

cannot communicate in English. Likewise, the teacher's answers coincide with 

students’ answers. Because of this reason, she must adapt to them, using a higher 

percentage in Spanish during her classes so that they can understand the instructions, 

in such a way that allow students to continue using the Spanish language as the only 

communication resource. However, it can be understood that students have the 

motivation to learn and improve their oral expression.  

Although the teacher has not applied the direct method in her classes, she 

knows what it is, and considers this method to be a good way for students, so that 

they can develop their oral expression, like children learning their mother tongue. 

Thus, her opinion about a manual of pedagogical activities is positive because of its 

great effectiveness.   
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CHAPTER IV: PROPOSAL 

4.1. Topic of the proposal 

Design of a manual with pedagogical activities focused on oral expression for 

A1 English level. 

4.2. Background 

It is quite curious that despite the fact that the Ecuadorian curriculum 

establishes the teaching of the foreign language, English, from the first levels of 

schooling, many of the students who complete their primary studies enter high school 

with a low level of fluency when speaking a language they have been studying 

previously. Perhaps it is because the most common is that teachers insist on 

grammatical explanations as a fundamental basis in the teaching of English. 

Currently, it seems that both teachers and society in general are becoming more 

aware of how important it is to put oral expression into practice in a language class. 

According to the results of the survey, it can be observed that the majority of 

the 8th year Basic General Education students of the Unidad Educativa "Alfredo 

Portaluppi Velásquez" consider that they do not express themselves clearly when they 

interact orally in English and for this reason they are allowed use the Spanish 

language during English classes. They also express that they do not understand or 

only partially understand the teacher when she speaks in English during class hours, 

this occurs because even today one of the techniques most used by teachers is the 

translation or explanation of the topics in Spanish after having done it in English and 
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this fact was corroborated by Lcda. María Calero Vargas since in the interview that 

was conducted with her, she said that she uses 75% Spanish and 25% English in her 

classes, to facilitate the understanding to students. 

According to all the information obtained above, it can be concluded that 

methods that help students with the effective development of oral expression are not 

being implemented and therefore the design of a manual is proposed as a possible 

solution because it will consist of different pedagogical activities focused on oral 

expression for English level A1, in this manual techniques will be used to teach 

English through the direct method. 

4.3. Justification 

The purpose of this proposal is to improve the learning of the English 

language in eighth grade Basic General education students, who show a low level of 

oral expression skills since they cannot communicate effectively in English and, 

therefore, use a high level of language percentage in Spanish without putting into 

practice what they learn during the classes. 

For this reason, with the application of a manual with pedagogical activities, it 

is intended to use different activities that help develop oral expression through 

practice to ensure that students achieve a closer connection with the language, 

becoming familiar with it. They will be able to lose the fear of expressing themselves 

in a language that is not theirs. 
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As mentioned above, manual details step by step the activities to be carried 

out by the teacher with the student so that, little by little, the student can improve 

while subconsciously acquiring the language through practice. Krashen (1982) in his 

book 'Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition' explains to us how a 

person acquires a second language without being aware that he is acquiring it, since 

he only focuses on being able to communicate based on self-correction and not in the 

correct use of grammatical rules, in the feeling that he has heard it in a certain way, so 

he has the feeling that he is speaking well or badly. 

Throughout this research, it was possible to verify that the percentage of the 

Spanish language is higher during English class. Therefore, is an impediment to 

developing oral expression because students remain in the comfort of continuing to 

use their mother tongue. That is why during the application of this manual it is 

intended to use the direct method, to completely suppress the Spanish language. The 

teacher, who has a level of English above the students, will be the guide and the voice 

so that they can learn and improve by listening, until little by little they can develop 

their phrases and expressions of daily life use. The application of dialogues, roll play, 

use of tongue twisters, and even skate preparation, together with instructions given by 

the teacher only in English, will be the essential tools for the student to build and put 

into practice their knowledge.    

As well as Krashen (1982) explains the input hypothesis in which the main 

thing is not to learn a language, but to acquire it using a level that is above the one we 

have where we will start from the understanding of the context and our environment 
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to understand it, ending completely with the type of teaching that we are used to 

when learning a language. In order to teach how to speak, the learner must be able to 

understand and practice as he listens and understands the information given. In this 

way, little by little he will be able to communicate by himself. 

4.4. General Objective 

To develop oral expression of the students through the manual with 

pedagogical activities for A1 level.  

4.5. Specific Objectives 

 To design activities using the direct method to improve oral expression.  

 To apply an inductive learning focused on developing students’ oral expression. 

 To stablish the activity pedagogical that increase practice for students to express their 

ideas.  

4.6. Methodology 

Empirical Method 

The empirical method is based on experience in contact with reality; that is, it 

is based on experimentation and logic which, together with the observation of 

phenomena and their statistical analysis, is the most widely used in the field of social 

sciences and natural sciences. Bernal (2010). In other words, the current proposal, if 

applied, will be directly in contact with students and with the reality that they face 
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every day into the classroom, and it would be possible to determine through 

observation if it works or not.  

There are three types of empirical method, observation, experimentation and 

measurement, these methods are not mutually exclusive, but can complement each 

other according to the needs of the investigation. However, it is considered that this 

research work is more focused on measurement, since numerical information on the 

properties of the object of study was obtained, taking into account quantifiable 

magnitudes. The measurement is based on statistics. Therefore, it frequently resorts to 

instruments such as surveys, data tabulation, etc. 

Constructivism 

Olmedo & Farrerons (2017), mention that according to Piaget, the 

constructivist theory is based on the fact that knowledge is the result of a construction 

process in which the person actively participates. Learning is an internal, active and 

individual construction process without excessive teacher intervention. 

Constructivism is a fundamental part of the learning process of students in all 

educational fields. Constructivist models help design instructional strategies and 

techniques that facilitate learning, as well as the rationale for selecting them 

effectively.  

Based on what has been detailed before, this proposal will be applied using 

constructivism, where students will participate actively on all the activities proposed 

in the manual.  
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Characteristics of constructivism 

The same authors mentioned above, Olmedo & Farrerons (2017) indicate that 

the characteristics of constructivism could be: 

 The constructivist learning environment provides people with contact with multiple 

representations of reality. 

 Constructivist learning emphasizes building knowledge within the reproduction of it. 

 Provides learning environments as real life environments rather than a predetermined 

sequence of instructions. 

 Constructivist learning environments encourage reflection on experience. 

 It supports the collaborative construction of learning through social negotiation. 

Didactic sequence: Class Moments 

Zabala (2008) affirms that the Didactic Sequence, "Is a set of organized, 

structured, and articulated activities to achieve educational objectives that have a 

beginning and an end known by both teachers and students" (p. 16). 

It is considered that the didactic sequence is a fundamental tool in the 

processes of construction of knowledge with the students, since they make up a 

powerful unit of analysis to investigate, reflect and transform the teaching practice. 

Likewise, it allows organizing the contents in a sequential, directed way, selecting the 

activities, establishing times and, above all, autonomy in decision-making. 

Regarding the moments of the class, in every class they are distinguished: the 

beginning, the development and the closing. 
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During the initial activity, the teacher will try to arouse the interest of the 

students. He will investigate the previous knowledge and will start from this 

knowledge to advance with the new content. It is necessary to start with a diagnosis 

that allows visualizing the knowledge they have already acquired and also presenting 

introductory material. 

The development activities comprise the most extensive part of the class and 

through it the proposed objectives are achieved, work is done and other contents are 

acquired. It is the body, the central moment in which the teacher can propose both 

individual and group activities, with the intention of facilitating the structuring of 

other action schemes through which the new knowledge can be organized. 

The closure or final activity has the function of integrating what has been 

learned into a broader structure in order to restructure the concepts learned, to 

establish a network of interconnections that relates previous experiences and 

knowledge with the new information. It is interesting at this stage to propose 

activities that allow establishing the new sequence and reviewing the aspects not 

learned. The duration of this activity is relative and depends on the type of work 

performed and the time available. 

4.7. Chronogram of activities 

This research was developed within the established period (4 months) by the 

University of Guayaquil within the 'Unidad Educativa Alfredo Portalupi'. 
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Table No. 12 

Date Activity 

 

14/12/2021 

First meeting with the tutor. 

Instructions for Introduction and Chapter 1: Research 

Context, problem statement, scientific fact, causes, 

formulation of the problem, research objectives and 

justification.    

15/12/2021- 20/12/2021 Development process of introduction and chapter 1: 

Research Context, problem statement, scientific fact, 

causes, formulation of the problem, research 

objectives and justification.    

21/12/2021  Correction and feedback of introduction and chapter 

1 

Instructions for Chapter 2 

22/12/2021- 03/12/2022 Development process of chapter 2: Research 

background, theorical framework, philosophical, 

sociological, pedagogical and linguistic foundation, 

contextual and legal framework. 

04/01/2022 Correction and feedback of chapter 2: Research 

background, theorical framework, philosophical, 

sociological, pedagogical and linguistic foundation, 

contextual and legal framework. 

11/01/2022 Feedback chapter 2 

Instructions to work on chapter 3: research approach 

and types of research, population, data collection, 

methods and techniques and research instruments 

12/01/2022 – 17/01/2022 Development process of chapter 3: research approach, 

types of research, population, data collection, methods 

and techniques and research instruments. 

18/01/2022  Feedback chapter 3 

25/01/2022 Indications to carry out the survey to the students and 

the interview to the teacher. 

01/02/2022  Feedback of the questions to be asked in the survey 

and the interview. 

08/02/2022 Meeting with the tutor to give us instructions to carry 

out the analysis of results. 

09/02/2022 Conducting the survey with students via zoom. 

Conducting the interview with the teacher via zoom. 

10/02/2022 – 21/02/2022 Analysis of survey and interview results. 

22/02/2022  Feedback of the analysis of results. 

Instructions for Chapter 4: Background, justification, 

General and specific objectives, methodology, 

chronogram of activities and feasibility.  

23/02/2022 – 07/03/2022  Development process of chapter 4: Background, 
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justification, Chronogram of activities, goals, 

methodology and Feasibility. 

08/03/2022 Feedback of chapter 4: Background, justification, 

Chronogram of activities, goals, methodology and 

Feasibility. 

Instructions to carry out the purpose.  

09/03/2022 – 14/03/2022  Development process of chapter 4: conclusions and 

recommendations  

Development process of manual with pedagogic 

activities.  

15/03/2022  Feedback oh the manual.  

20/03/2022 Final meeting with the tutor 

April  Research Project's Presentation 
Source: Chronogram of activities, individual tutoring. 

Authors: Esparza Brenda and Suárez Joselyn. 

 

4.8. Feasibility 

This proposal was made thanks to the permission and support of the 'Unidad 

Educativa Alfredo Portaluppi Velázquez' to the eighth-grade basic general students. 

The feasibility of this proposal is quite high because the resources necessary 

for it’s the development and application are available to anyone. It does not require 

technological devices, nor does it require specific materials that are difficult to obtain. 

It is an accessible instruction manual for the teacher to follow and apply the activities 

that will help improve the oral expression of their students. All professors who teach 

English language, and need this manual, will be able to have it without feeling 

limited. Also, it can be used both physically and digitally, helping the teacher's 

comfort. Likewise, it can be helpful for anyone who has knowledge of the language 

and wishes to apply it to improve oral expression.  
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Activity one:  

Who am I? 

Activity two:  

Taboo (Don’t say it!)  

Activity three:  

Role Play  

Activity four:  

Neither one nor the other  
Activity five:  

Little market  

Activity six:  

Memory game  

Activity seven:  

Find the mistake using Have/Has  

Activity eight:  

Junk food, Agree or disagree   
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Topic: Who am I? 

 

To carry out this activity, it is first necessary for the teacher to socialize with the 

students a vocabulary on the subject and also for them to learn some adjectives. 
 

Objective: To use long answers – affirmative or negative to complement the answers 

correctly. 
 

Procedure 
 

Step 1: Divide students into pairs or groups. 

Step 2: Distribute a piece of paper to each student and everyone writes the name of an 

animal (object or famous person, etc). 

Step 3: All students will exchange the paper with their partner, who will not be able to 

look at what is written on it. 

Step 4: All students will place the piece of paper on their foreheads so that the other 

players can see what is written. From then on, in order, each player will have to ask the 

others questions to guess what is written on their forehead. 

 

Ask “yes” or “no” questions, for example: “Do I have wings?”, but long answers should be 

used, it is not enough just to say "yes" or "no"; You must answer “No, you don't have, you 

have a tail”. 

 

Thus, the others will answer until the person guesses. Then, it will be the next player's 

turn. 

 

 
 

Do I live underwater? 

No, you don't live there, you live in the jungle. 

Do I have feathers? 

Yes, you have and you can fly very high. 
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Topic: Taboo (Don’t say it!) 

 
The present activity is based on the oral description of some objects that students can select in 

advance. To develop this activity, the teacher must show a reference vocabulary and practice 

with them sentences that may be of help to them. 

 

Objective: Practice oral expression describing objects. 

 

Procedure 

 

Step 1: Separate students into groups of 4 to play. 

Step 2: Each group must create a card containing a main word (which will be the object that will 

have to be guessed) and three more words must be added just below that will be closely related 

to the first (which have to complicate the explanation of the first object). 

Step 3: In front of their classmates and randomly, each group will orally describe the object 

they have selected. 

Step 4: The other students belonging to the other groups will try to guess what the object is. 

 

But beware! It's not that simple, because none of the four words written on the card can be used 

to describe the object to be guessed. 

 

 

 

It is green and very large. It gives us some fruits like apples, pears, oranges... 

 

As you can see the object that is described and that the others have to guess is “tree”, but the 

words “forest”, “trunk” or “leaves” cannot be used in the description. Obviously, you can't play 

with a number (singular/plural) either, that is, you can't say “forests”. 
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Topic: Role Play 
 

For the execution of this activity, previously the students with the help of the teacher 

must practice the pronunciation and become familiar with the vocabulary of the dialogue 

that is carried out. 
 

Objective: Motivate the confidence of the students through the interpretation of a 

character of a previously raised imaginary situation. 
 

Procedure 
 

Step 1: Divide the students and form pairs. 

Step 2: Set the theme, pose the situation or scenario. 

Step 3: Define the roles. 
 

Dialogue: Ordering Food in a Restaurant. 
 

Waiter: Hello, Can I help you? 

Customer: Yes, I'd like to have some lunch. 

Waiter: Would you like a starter? 

Customer: Yes, I'd like a bowl of chicken soup, please. 

Waiter: And what would you like for your main course? 

Customer: I'd like a grilled cheese sandwich. 

Waiter: Would you like anything to drink? 

Customer: Yes, I'd like a glass of Coke, please. 

Waiter: Would Pepsi be OK? We don't have Coke. 

Customer: That would be fine. 

Waiter: (After Customer has the lunch.) Can I bring you anything else? 

Customer: No thank you. Just the bill. 

Waiter: Certainly. 

Customer: I don't have my glasses. How much is the lunch? 

Waiter: That's $6.75. 

Customer: Here you are. Thank you very much. 

Waiter: You're welcome. Have a good day. 

Customer: Thank you. Same to you. 

 

At the end of the activity, feedback will be given to correct mistakes and improve 

pronunciation. 
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What do you prefer?  

1. Eat flies everyday.  

2. Be hungry forever.  

I choose the first option, because I don't want to be hungry. 

 

 
What do you prefer? 

1. Take a shower with very hot water. 

2. Take a shower with dirty water. 

I choose the second option, because I hate hot water.   

 

 

 

 

Topic: Neither one nor the other 

 

To carry out this activity, students with the help of the teacher must plan and present 

their ideas in advance so that they can get used to the game and express their opinions 

as clearly as possible. 

 

Objective: Create a climate of participation in the classroom. 

 

Procedure 

 

Step 1: A student must choose a partner. 

Step 2: Then two options must be given from which one must choose only one, but 

neither of the two are good at all. 

Step 3: The chosen partner has to decide which of the two options he prefers and 

give a reason why he/she chooses that option. 
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I’m a seller and 

this is my shop.  

Here you can 

find:  vegetables, 

soda, cereals… 

Can I help you? 

What can I do for you? 

 

 What 

can I 
do for 
you? 

 

No, I’m just looking, thanks.  

Do you sell...? 

How much is this? 

 

 What can I 
do for you? 

 

  

 

Then, the teacher will choose 3 students and he will make a small demonstration of how to buy 

and sell. 

Topic: Little market 
 

This activity consists of students creating their market in which they will attend and carry out. 

The teacher must work with the students on the vocabulary and phrases previously taught. 
 

Objective: To develop student’s oral expression in order to practice in a context of a daily life 

situation suitably. 
 

Procedure 
 

Step 1: The teacher will request in advance that each student brings five foods, which can be: 

vegetables, cereals, soft drinks, etc. They will also ask them to bring money, which can be printed 

on paper. 

Step 2: Before starting the activity, the teacher will teach the students phrases and vocabulary 

used in the context of daily life when shopping in the market. The teacher will bring their food 

and show them one by one to their students while saying out loud how to say that object in 

English. That is how they can learn new vocabulary before starting. 

 

Step 3: Finally, The teacher will divide the students into four groups (according to the number 

of students). Each group will have a seller, and the rest will be customers. 

It is advisable to carry out this activity when the students already have a greater knowledge of 

the language. 
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Topic: MEMORY GAME  

 

This activity consists of selecting an object. Students will say in English the name of 

that object and an adjective that qualifies it. Then, the person next to him/her will 

repeat that object's name and its adjective, and he/her will add two new words. That is 

how they will be able to put into practice the vocabulary and pronunciation they have 

learned. 

 

Objective: To express ideas in order to improve their oral expression favorably. 

 

Procedure 

 

Step 1: The teacher will ask the students to choose an object from those around them. 

It can be a pen, a notebook, a book, a pencil case, etc. 

Step 2: Students will have to sit in a circle with the selected object in their hands.  

Step 3: The teacher will explain the rules and then he will start this activity. He will 

say the name of his selected object and adjective that qualifies this object. 

Step4: The student sitting to the teacher's right will have to repeat the name and 

adjective of teacher’s and he must add the name of his object and an adjective as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The activity will be over when all the students have participated. 

 

 

 



 

71 
 

  



 

72 
 

They has 

two pencils.  

 

 W

h

a
t
 

c
a

There’s a mistake.  

They have two pencils.  

 

 What 
can I 

do for 
you? 

 

  

 

 

Topic: Find the mistake using Have/Has  

 

This activity aims to learn and put in practice oral expression using ''have'' and ''has'' by 

applying inductive learning to students. They must find the mistake in the sentences that their 

classmates say.  

 

Objective: To recognize mistakes in order to speak accurately. 

 

Sentences:  

 - My father have two cars.    - Ana and Mateo hasn’t a ball. 

- Emma have a computer.   - Raúl haven´t a dog.  

- They hasn’t a book.   - Marcos, Ana and Lidia has a bird. 

- My mother has a TV in the room.  - My classmates have an English teacher. 

 - The teacher have a problem.   - The students has a pet.  

 

Procedure 

 

Step 1: The teacher will explain 'have' and 'has' orally, using simple examples: She has a dog. 

Also, the teacher can make use of images so that the students can understand what object, 

person, or animal is referring to. 

She has a 

ball. 

 

 W

h

a
t

 
c

a
n

 
I

 
d

o

 
f

o
r

 
y

o

Step 2: The teacher will make two groups and will give five sentences per group.  One of the 

groups will say their sentence out loud and the opposing team must identify the mistake and say 

the phrase correctly. 
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He is wrong! 

I disagree. 

 

 

Topic: Junk food, Agree or disagree. 

 

For this activity, students will express their ideas orally, giving their point of view about a video 

they will watch. In this video, the spider explains to the bee why junk food is unhealthy. 

Students must express if they agree or disagree with the spider and give reasons. 

 

The teacher had to have worked in previous classes on expressions that can be used to say they 

agree or disagree. 

 

Objective: To arguing about a topic in order to evaluate and express their ideas progressively. 

 

Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iJcLl0sHic 

 

Procedure 

 

Step 1: The teacher will play the video without pausing it. 

Step2: When the video is over, he will explain to the students what they must do: say if 

they agree or disagree with each of the reasons given by the spider about junk food. 

Step 3: the teacher will stop the video at the parts where the spider explains about 

junk food and will let the students, one by one, express themselves orally. 

That’s a good point. 

 

 

 W

ha

t 

ca

n I 

do 

for 

yo

u? 

 

I totally agree. 

 

 

 W

ha
t 
ca

n I 
do 

for 
yo
u? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iJcLl0sHic
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Conclusions  

It can be concluded that eighth-grade students of Basic General Education 

have a level of English below what the institution requires. Due to this, the teacher 

uses a higher percentage of Spanish during her classes, which limits students to not 

having a closer connection with the language, leaving them in their comfort to 

continue using the Spanish language, without being able to analyze, relate and 

interpret for themselves. In addition, within the classroom there is no use of a method 

that helps improve the oral expression of the students, however, translation is used 

and it is only the teacher who prepares what must be learned. 

Likewise, the lack of hours of practice and the absence of activities for the student are 

the causes that they can´t develop and improve their oral expression. They fail to 

organize their thoughts and ideas to be transmitted correctly. 

Therefore, the application of the direct method within inductive learning will 

be helpful to improve the oral expression of the students. They will learn naturally, 

relating concepts and meanings through the analysis and interpretation of their 

environment with situations of daily life. That is how they will be able to 

communicate and express themselves in English. 
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Recommendations 

 The English teacher must implement strategies that motivate students to 

develop their oral expression and participate in class. 

 It is recommended that students' oral expression be developed using the direct 

method to make exclusive use of the foreign language, improve fluency and 

allow students to play an active role in class. 

 It is suggested that the educational institution use the activities presented in 

the proposal of this research work, based on the direct method and inductive 

learning, as a didactic resource that will allow the improvement of the oral 

expression of the eighth year students of Basic General Education. 

 It is recommended that for future research the following work be carried out 

with students belonging to Middle Basic Education that includes levels from 

5th to 7th year, in order to determine if the problem has been generated in 

advance, from school. 
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ORAL EXPRESSION SURVEY 

The objective of this survey is to evaluate the oral expression in eighth-grade students to 

obtain data and identify the possible causes they have in conveying their ideas orally in 

English.  

Direct method: It consists of teaching the English language without using translation to 

improve oral expression. It is done through natural teaching, just as we learned our mother 

tongue. 

 

#  

 

Statement 

Totally 

Agree 

Agree Moderately 

Agree 

Disagree Totally 

Disagree 

1 I am allowed to use the Spanish language during 

the English class. 

     

2 I understand the teacher when she speaks in 

English during class hours. 

     

3 I express myself clearly when interacting orally in 

English. 

     

4 The teacher speaks English all the time during the 

teaching and learning process 

     

5 The teacher uses different techniques for teaching 

to speak in English 

     

6 I think my qualities, referring to oral expressions, 

such as fluency, coherence, intonation, and 

pronunciation can be improved by using 

appropriate strategies. 

     

7 I understand the meaning of a word associating it 

with its respective concept and not the literal 

translation. 

     

8 I consider that the direct method is beneficial to 

improve my oral expression. 

     

9 A manual with different activities will be helpful 

for developing my oral skills. 
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INTERVIEW 

 

Teacher Interview: 
 

Interviewers: 
 

Place:  
 

Interviewed:  
 

Position:  
 

1.- In your opinion, how would you consider the level of English your students have? 

2.- Can your students communicate easily and effectively in English? 

3.- Talking about percentages, what percentage do you use Spanish during your 

classes? 

4.- What is the students' attitude when developing activities related to oral 

expression? 

5.- Do you know what the direct method is? Have you used it? 

6.- Do you consider that the application of the direct method would give favorable 

results to improve the oral expression of your students? 

7.- What methods do you apply during the execution of your classes associated with 

the practice of oral expression? 

8.- Do you think a manual of pedagogical activities would help you develop students' 

oral expression? 


