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Resumen 

 

Este proyecto de investigación trata de identificar las dificultades que se presentan en la 

comprensión escrita de los estudiantes de quinto año (BGU) de la Unidad Educativa Fiscal 

Provincia del Chimborazo mediante los instrumentos de investigación aplicados como la 

guía de observación, la encuesta, y la entrevista al profesor. El objetivo principal de esta 

investigación es establecer el efecto del brainstorming como un recurso en la escritura de 

textos descriptivos con el fin de solucionar estas dificultades en la habilidad escrita. Como 

tal, es evidente que hubo un mejoramiento considerable en la comprensión escrita debido 

a las actividades con técnicas de brainstorming. Además, las técnicas de brainstorming 

mejoraron no sólo el nivel de escritura, sino que también la confianza y comunicación en 

los estudiantes. Entonces, usar las técnicas de brainstorming como un recurso in 

actividades para desarrollar la habilidad escrita para textos descriptivos es una herramienta 

valiosa que el profesor puede implementar en la clase con el fin de mejorar la habilidad 
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escrita y se adapta a clases presenciales y también a clases virtuales debido a la actual 

situación pandémica.  
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as a resource in writing for descriptive texts in order to solve those weaknesses in writing 

skill. As such, it was evident that there was a considerable improvement in writing 

comprehension due to the activities with brainstorming techniques. Additionally, 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This educational project is based on the use of brainstorming as a source of constructivist 

knowledge in students in the fifth grade BGU in Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del 

Chimborazo. 

Brainstorming can be used to generate possible solutions for simple problems, but it is 

unrealistic to expect it to accomplish most problem-solving or planning tasks.  

 

The technique is of value as part of a larger effort that includes individual generation of 

information and ideas and subsequent compilation, evaluation, and selection. 

Brainstorming can be used to generate components of a plan, process, solution, or approach 

and to produce checklists (Pfeiffer, 1994, p. 1). 

 

Brainstorming is a study, aimed at being acquainted with the motivation of using the 

strategy of brainstorming in learning some primary skills and cognitive attainment in the 

sport of volleyball (Maghraoui, 2012) 
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1. CHAPTER I: THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

 

1.1. Research context  

 

Writing is an elaborate and creative process that is an important skill to communicate with 

each other successfully, this cognitive process contributes with some techniques which are 

brainstorming, perhaps the most famous creativity technique. In a group of participants, collecting 

ideas is always made in an unstructured and unannotated manner, this creates a generation of them 

without evaluation in a short time and the involvement of several members because the 

brainstorming’s purpose is to create as many ideas as possible and then the evaluation of them 

takes place.  

 

Brainstorming is characterized as the "uninhibited production of ideas for a clearly defined 

goal". If the goal is not clear, the brainstorming itself will not be very successful. "real" 

brainstorming is a working technique for a group but modified it can also be very useful when 

practiced alone.  

 

Therefore, the brainstorming effect is based on organized ideas that start to become an 

essential piece of written texts, which means sentence fragments reflect the thoughts that students 

want to say or express about a specific topic. 

 

1.2. Problem Statement 

 

1.2.1. Conflict Situation 

 

The background where the research problem was taken is the Unidad Educativa Fiscal 

Provincia del Chimborazo, a group of 41 students, the purpose of the research is to highlight the 

importance of writing in the English language and its influence on brainstorming techniques. 



 20 

 

Scientific Fact 

 

Absence of Brainstorming techniques in Students of fifth grade (BGU) in Unidad 

Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo. 

 

Causes 

- Lack of information about Brainstorming techniques in classroom sessions. 

- Students do not write down their whole ideas as they come due to the fear of making 

a mistake in grammar, spelling, or among others in written texts. 

- Teachers do not provide enough time to write down as many ideas as they can 

during classroom sessions.  

- Deficient methodology to generate unexpected ideas on simple topics to students. 

 

 

1.3. Objectives of the research 

1.3.1. General Objective 

 

To denote the brainstorming effect in the writing comprehension development through 

field research, bibliographic, and statistic, to elaborate (design) a didactic guide of the 

brainstorming techniques for better writing comprehension. 

 

1.3.2. Specific objectives:  

 

- To identify the brainstorming techniques used in the English learning process by 

teachers. 

- To recognize the clarity and organization of ideas when students write a simply 

written subject. 

- To design a didactic guide of the brainstorming techniques in English writing 

comprehension. 
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1.3.3. Research questions 

 

- What are the results of the effect of brainstorming on writing comprehension? 

- Which ideas and activities work well in simple written English for A2 level? 

- What is the relevance of descriptive texts in A2 students according to CEFR? 

- Why are brainstorming techniques essential in the development of writing skills? 

- How can A2 students’ comprehension of written texts be developed? 

 

1.4. Justification 

 

Brainstorming strategy is one of the most important strategies in provoking creativity and 

solving problems in the educational, commercial, industrial, and political fields (Jarwan, 2005). 

 

The effect of brainstorming is essential in problem-solving on a specific topic because there 

are no limits to creating, processing, and innovative ideas, conceptions, notions, and thoughts that 

can become original and creative. It is related to writing because it awakens the intellectual 

capacity of students making them “unlock” new ways to describe a subject. In addition to cranking 

up the prior knowledge and skills and taking necessary information and information we already 

have to apply to the writing task. 

 

The major purpose of brainstorming as a teaching resource in writing comprehension is to 

enhance intelligence skills, support further thinking and decision making, orienting students to 

have several alternatives on a subject of interest. Indeed, this strategy fosters skills and a correct 

performance in written expression not only by the organization of ideas, grammar, among other 

things but rather by students being encouraged to learn about the topic by actively sharing 

information, experiences, and opinions. 
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2. CHAPTER II: THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 

 

2.1. Research background 

Alex F. Osborn formulated the brainstorming in a company he supervised in 1938, the 

whole members referred to it as a "brainstorm conference", in the sense that they were employing 

the brain to storm a problem. Nowadays, communication is unavoidable in the educational field, 

be it written, oral, physical, or even technological, there is no possibility of not communicating.  

The research project is related to some of the recent research that has been identified, such 

as: 

(AlMutairi, The Effect of Using Brainstorming Strategy in Developing Creative Problem 

Solving Skills among male Students in Kuwait: A Field Study on Saud Al-Kharji School in Kuwait 

City, 2012). The Brainstorming strategy in problem-solving, producing innovative solutions, and 

overcoming conformism in a given job or situation was the purpose of this work. The instruments 

in this research were a program to use the brainstorming strategy and the Torrance creative 

thinking test in 98 students. The researcher tested both validity and reliability. The effectiveness 

of the use of the brainstorming strategy in the development of creative thinking skills was 

demonstrated. 

A project was performed by (Navarro & Tandazo, 2018) titled “The impact of English 

composition classes in the development of writing skills” as a requirement for acquiring a 

bachelor’s degree in the English language with a minor in educational management in Guayaquil, 

Ecuador at Universidad de Guayaquil. To carry out this study, quantitative research was 

conducted. The study demonstrated the lack of techniques used in writing in sixth-grade students 

at Espiritu Santo High School. The deficiency of the Brainstorming technique impairs students' 

performance when conducting descriptive essays. 

Also, (Rodríguez & Veliz, 2021) carried out an educational project titled “The incidence 

of storytelling on English Fluency” in Universidad Católica Santiago de Guayaquil, the population 

was tenth-grade students from Pedro Vicente Maldonado High School in Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

Data collection such as interviews, surveys, and observation were applied to 34 students and the 
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teacher in this research, including tables and graphs. The purpose of this research was to employ 

the Brainstorming technique integrated into a Story guide to enhance students’ fluency.  

 

2.2. Theoretical Framework 

 

2.2.1. Brainstorming definition 

Brainstorming is a procedure that follows rules for generating ideas, suggestions, among others 

about a specific topic. (Jr., 2014) 

 

2.2.2. Importance of Brainstorming 

Brainstorming can be used in various fields of different subjects, such as business, education, 

politics, and especially in English language teaching because with this skill, ideas are obtained 

creatively and as a result, linguistic skills that are difficult to acquire in the writing process are 

improved. (OISHI, 2015, p. 122) 

The ability to communicate and make decisions is fostered through Brainstorming, it is also used 

in different areas of learning. In the younger levels, there are certain restrictions because the level 

of reasoning must be high for the Brainstorming technique to have satisfactory results. (Al-khatib, 

2012, p. 31) 

 

2.3. Brainstorming Techniques 

 

2.3.1. Individual Brainstorming 

 

 

The individual is able to generate outstanding ideas and results on some assigned task or 

specific topic without the need to come into contact with someone else's thoughts. This technique 

does not allow taking advantage of the experiences of the other participants. (Rishipal, 2011, p. 

414). 

 

 

2.3.2. Group Brainstorming 
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(Lamm & Trommsdorff, 1973, p. 2) In this experiment are designated tasks showing 

various factors that may come into play when subjects act in (groups discussions) rather than 

individually. The rules of Brainstorming are presented in order to evaluate their ideas, such a 

procedure supposedly results in superior group performance relative to the individual, rating the 

group's performance in the idea generation tasks. 

 

 

2.3.3. Brainwriting 

 

One of the methods for students to improve their writing skills is Brainwriting. This 

alternative method encourages the active and uniform participation of a group of individuals. As 

in brainstorming, students generate ideas and thoughts within a time limit. (Virdyna, 2016). 

2.3.4. Mind maps 

An innovative way to facilitate students' understanding of key information is mind maps. 

Mind maps are a great way to provide students with a strategy for retaining information, problem-

solving skills, and integrating critical thinking (Noonan, 2013, p. 847). 

 

2.3.5. Rolestorming 

The term "role" and brainstorming combine to form the term "Rolestorming". It reduces the several 

obstacles to generating ideas and thoughts and imparts different viewpoints on the conflict 

situation (Elina & Vidyangi, 2020). 

 

2.4. Writing 

Writing covers creative inspiration, thinking, problem-solving, and revision that results in 

a written text. From the student's point of view, writing can be a tedious and time-consuming 

exercise. The main objective is to capture all those thoughts while developing the rules of writing, 

such as spelling, citation, and editing in the written text. (Arceño, 2019, p. 125) 

2.4.1. Types of Writing 

According to “About Writing: A Guide”, there are different types of writing including their 

characteristics, objectives, and structures. It is divided into easy-to-approach sections without 

overloading students with unnecessary information.  
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2.4.2. Expository writing. 

Expository writing is used for giving information about a specific topic to the audience and 

clarifying doubts, related to the basic what, who, why, when, how questions, in this type of writing, 

is not possible to add opinions about the subject because the point of this writing is to explain a 

concept with accepted facts that could contain statistics or another kind of evidence. 

Some examples of expository writing are textbooks, how-to or explainer articles, scientific 

or business or technical writing camps. (Jeffrey, 2015). 

 

2.4.3. Descriptive writing. 

Descriptive writing gives a detailed representation in words about a person, a thing, a place 

that it is referring to. The main point of this type of writing is to captivate and catch up with the 

reader in the experience as if he or she was living that reality.  

The writer might employ some literary devices as a metaphor or simile that are the most 

commonly used ones to portray the writer’s impressions using the five senses (sight, smell, 

hearing, touch, and taste). At the same, this elevates the writing and makes the reader connect with 

it profoundly. 

Some examples of descriptive writing are poetry, journal or diary writing, song lyrics, 

fictional novels, or plays.  

 

2.4.4. Narrative writing. 

Narrative writing relates a story about someone who is the main character and that story 

revolves around him/her. Also, the story must have a background, other characters, and describes 

the main character’s journey with a beginning narrating how the main character is and where 

he/she is, in the middle, the main character faces a conflict and at the end shows the resolution.  

Some examples of narrative writing are novels or short stories, memoirs, creative essays, 

anecdotes, presentations, or speeches. 

 

2.4.5. Persuasive writing. 

Complex language is used in persuasive writing because it must analyze, resolve, and 

debate thoughts accurately and convincingly (Nippold, 2005). 
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Some examples of persuasive writing are essays, op-eds, sales writing, letters of complaint, 

advertisements, letters of recommendation. 

 

2.5. Writing strategies. 

Writing strategies refer to the ways the writer employs to ensure the writing reaches the 

goal that has been set, there are some strategies: 

1. Get a strong opening: A clear and specific opening line can work as an elevator pitch 

and make the reader wants to know more (Davenport, 2020) 

2. Outline: This is an easy way to organize the work/ writing into more focused sections, 

at the same time it helps to brainstorm some content ideas. 

3. Be sure enough: A writer who is authentic and doesn’t try to pretend to be someone else 

spills confidence in what he/she writes. 

4. Be clear: This is an important strategy because if the writer only focuses on one part and 

spins around it, reading will be boring and will cease to be interesting. 

5. Fun is essential: Enjoyment is part of writing. As long as the writer enjoys the writing 

process, the words will flow and he/she will find some value in it; the reader in turn will notice the 

interest put in writing. (Davenport, 2020). 

 

 

2.6. Contextual Framework 

 

Unidad Educativa Fiscal “Provincia del Chimborazo” is a public institution that offers the 

EGB and BGU levels, supporting the education of Ecuadorian teenagers. This High School was 

created in 1975. It started with the evening school day, a basic cycle with 17 teachers and 1 service 

staff. The infrastructure of the Institution played an important role in the academic performance of 

the students, for that reason thanks to the collaborative work of parents, teachers, and other staff, 

it was possible to adapt in optimal conditions this educational center.  

 

The beginning of High School was developed with the technical specialization in 

Electricity and Crafts in the art of clothing, then, the Accounting and Computer Science 

specialization was implemented. The mission and vision are oriented towards improving the 
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quality of education, responsibility of the authorities, equipment and implementation of technology 

to project the excellence of the formative work in the classroom, among others. 

 

The current research work is focused on a group of 41 students of fifth grade (BGU).  

This course has several problems in writing comprehension at moment to create or elaborate 

descriptive texts in-class activities, for that reason, we employ a didactic guide based on 

brainstorming techniques to improve students' written comprehension. 

 

2.7. Legal Framework 

 

The Ecuadorian government has established education as a priority, so some regulations 

and standards support and protect the rights of Ecuadorians to receive a quality education. 

 

2.8. Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador 

 

Article 27 of the Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador refers to the development of the 

human being, representing holistic education. That is to say, how it has been present in the 

development of universal thought. It also includes respect for human rights, the environment, and 

the attribution to democracy. t emphasizes quality (set of conditions that make life pleasant) and 

warmth (ability to assume situations and conflicts adequately), gender equity, justice, among other 

values. Finally, individual and group initiative is mentioned, as well as the development of 

competencies and capacities to produce and work. (Constitución del Ecuador, 2008, p. 32). 

 

2.9. Organic Law of Intercultural Education 

 

The second chapter of the Organic Law on Intercultural Education is based on the 

obligations of the state concerning the right to education. 

 

Article 6: Obligations  

x) To guarantee that the plans and programs of initial, basic, and high school education and 

programs, expressed in the curriculum, promote the development of skills and abilities to 
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create knowledge, and foster the incorporation of citizens into the world of work. (LEY 

ORGÁNICA DE EDUCACIÓN INTERCULTURAL, 2011, p. 13). 

 

It is important to mention LOEI due to Educational leaders need to review all those 

teaching methods and techniques used in educational institutions because the old and classic 

teaching methods, with their instruments, never had the influence they had before.  

And from here is born the "change" to take the students with their levels from the classical 

environment to a more innovative one, that would respond to their needs, preparing and enabling 

them to possess ingenious skills. 

On the other hand, they can be used in different aspects of their lives, granting support and 

making emphasis on their academic and social conditions, especially performance. 
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2.10. Operationalization of variables 

 

Table 1: Operationalization of variables 

VARIABLES DIMENSION INDICADORES 

 
 

INDEPENDENT 

Brainstorming techniques 

Brainstorming 

 

Brainstorming techniques 

Definition 

Importance 

 

Individual Brainstorming 

Group Brainstorming 

Brainwriting 

Mind maps 

Rolestorming 

 

 

 

 

DEPENDENT 

Writing resource 

 

Writing 

 

 

Types of Writing 

 

 

Writing Strategies 

 

Definition 

Importance 

 

 

Expository Writing 

Descriptive Writing 

Narrative Writing 

Persuasive Writing 

 

 

Get a strong opening 

Outline 

Be sure enough 

Be clear 

Fun is essential 

 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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3. CHAPTER III: METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1. Research approaches 

 

According to  (Nigel Gilbert, 2015, p. 120), mixed methods research is used to improve 

the validity of the research results and increase the level of confidence in them, so the research that 

is being carried out has a mixed research approach. It analyzes qualitative and quantitative 

methods. One of the qualitative methods being used is observation to identify the weaknesses in 

writing comprehension that fifth grade BGU students present.  

 

On the other hand, (Setyowati, 2018, p. 138) notes quantitative methods such as sampling 

and survey are used to detect and determine the most relevant characteristics in the written texts’ 

comprehension that students experience. After data were extracted, the outcomes were reported 

through graphics and tables to provide ease of analysis about the outcomes. 

 

3.2. Types of research 

 

As (Kothari, 2004, p. 3) argued the main aspect of descriptive text is the researcher has no 

possibility to be involved in the variables, it means that the researcher only report about the 

variables and collect the data and it is focused to identify the weaknesses in writing comprehension 

that the students of the fifth grade BGU present. Furthermore, it intends to indicate the 

brainstorming effect on the development of writing skills. 

 

Besides, the field research includes the data collection in the location where the facts 

remain without manipulation, in this case, Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo. 

 

3.3. Population and Sample 

 

This project is composed of 178 students from fifth grade (BGU), five courses which are 

divided into Accountings, Informatics, and Electronics fields, and the English teacher from Unidad 

Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo. The sample had been assigned by the Rector and the 
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study was carried out with such a small sample that its results one course. The following chart 

explains the population and sample data: 

 

Table 2: Population and Sample 

GROUP POPULATION SAMPLE PERCENTAGE OBSERVATION 

Students 178 41 23% The Rector 

appointed us one 

course (Electronic 

fields). 

English teacher 1 1 100% Simple/Random 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4. Data collection methods and techniques 

The current research is based on the inductive-deductive method, which is about collecting 

relevant and specific information obtained by the observation of the fifth grade BGU students of 
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Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo in order to analyze the weaknesses that 

students present.  

The research is also based on analytical-synthetic, which is about examining element by element, 

in this case, the causes, the origin, and the consequences of the insufficiency in writing 

comprehension in order to solve the insufficiency through a didactic guide with brainstorming 

techniques. 

 

3.5. Research instruments 

As it was mentioned before, the research applied the observation technique in order to 

identify the weaknesses that students present. So, the instruments which were utilized are: 

The observation guide for a class 

The survey for the fifth grade BGU students 

The interview for the English teacher 

The observation guide was formed by ten statements with a binary system of YES/NO 

choice in order to identify the aspects and strategies used in a normal class of Unidad Educativa 

Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

The survey was designed with ten statements and a Likert scale was used as a response, 

which is made up of five agreement options ordered from highest to lowest, such as strongly agree 

as first option, agree as second option, neither agree nor disagree as third option, disagree as fourth 

option and strongly disagree as fifth and last option. Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the classes 

are online so, the survey was created in Google forms and it was aimed at student through the link 

in the class observation at Zoom platform. 

In the other side, the interview for the English teacher was a questionnaire of ten question 

about identifying the influence of brainstorming techniques as well as the techniques and strategies 

used currently in order to develop writing comprehension in the students. The interview was sent 

to the English teacher via Whatsapp by a Google forms link. 

 

3.6. Analysis and interpretation of results 

3.6.1. Observation guide 

The observation guide is about identifying the aspects that the students need to improve 

and to know the strategies and techniques are used by the teacher in order to develop the writing 
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comprehension. It was elaborated with ten statements which are divided in five statements for the 

teacher and five statements for students using the binary system YES/ NO choice. 

 

The statements are described below. 

Table 3: Observation Guide 

 Teacher YES NO 

1 Give a variety of activities using brainstorming 

techniques 

 X 

2 Assign tasks focused on writing development X  

3 Implement activities with writing resources  X  

4 Reinforce writing techniques using easy topics  X 

5 Motivate students to use brainstorming 

techniques as writing resources 

 X 

 Students   

1 Identify the main idea of a text  X  

2 Participate in class actively  X 

3 Understand the writing tasks assigned by the 

teacher 

X  

4 Use brainstorming techniques in order to do the 

writing tasks 

 X 

5 Summarize texts correctly  X 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

 

 

3.7. Analysis 

While the observation class was taking place, the lack of interest from students was 

notorious(remarkable), the teacher implemented activities with writing resources and students 

hardly identified the main idea of a text, just a few students identified it without problems, the 

teacher also assigned tasks focused on writing resources and the students understood how to do it, 
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although they didn’t do a writing task correctly, the task was inconsistent and disorganized. In 

addition, students couldn’t give a summarize due to the previous difficulties that they present as 

well as the lack of motivation to use efficient techniques to improve the writing 

 

3.8. Teacher’s interview 

The English teacher’s interview of Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

describes the activities, strategies, resources that the teacher utilizes in classes and this interview 

questionnaire is about to know about this information as well as determining the influence of 

brainstorming techniques as a writing resource. 

The questionnaire itself had 10 open-ended questions detailed below. 

 

 

Table 4: Teacher’s interview 

Questions Answers 

What resources do you usually 

use in the class to develop 

writing skill in English? 

 

Describe pictures in short 

paragraphs 

Make a written comment about 

a specific topic 

 

Do you know anything about 

strategies for writing skills? If 

so, which ones do you utilize in 

order to improve this skill? 

 

Use simpler words and phrases 

Write shorter sentences 

 

What activities do the students 

prefer when there is a writing 

task? 

 

The students prefer group 

activities and the active 

participation in class, in other 

words, they used to choose 

someone to present a short 

exposition about the topic to 

the rest of the class. 
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Do you think students can 

receive benefits just to 

implementing the 

brainstorming techniques in 

their writing? If so, explain 

why? 

 

I think brainstorming 

techniques can help in their 

creativeness, producing 

innovative ideas. At the same 

time, it improves their 

vocabulary. 

 

Can brainstorming effect 

influence the students’ writing 

in a positive way? If so, how 

can it be possible? 

 

Brainstorming is usually used 

in groups, so it generates a 

recollection of vocabulary 

student by student in order to 

create a lexicon growth. 

 

How long does it take students 

to produce a short descriptive 

text? 

 

Students commonly take from 

15 to 20 minutes in producing a 

short descriptive text. 

 

What are some reasons why 

students don’t produce 

creative ideas while they 

perform a written text?  

 

Students don’t produce 

creative ideas because they 

have difficulties in 

grammatical structures and 

their limited vocabulary.  

 

In your opinion, which are the 

advantages of using the 

brainstorming methodology as 

a teaching method? 

 

One of the advantages is the 

student improves his/her 

individual and collective 

creativeness. 

It improves the student’s 

confidence because in the 

brainstorming all the answers 

are valid so the student won’t 
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be afraid to give a wrong 

answer. 

Applying the brainstorming 

methodology in group sessions 

could improve the 

communication between 

students   

 

Do you consider it possible to 

apply the Brainstorming 

technique to the teaching of 

other languages? explain 

why? 

 

I do consider possible because 

to learn a new language as well 

as discipline, it is necessary a 

high self-esteem, a good level 

of confidence, a lot of 

creativeness and all of them are 

advantages that brainstorming 

provides us. 

 

Do you think it is important the 

writing comprehension for 

students of A2 level? If so, 

why? 

 

It is important the writing 

comprehension for students of 

A2 level because they should 

communicate in daily 

situations with frequently used 

expressions and basic 

vocabulary in oral and written 

form. 

 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.9. Analysis  

According to the teacher interviewed, brainstorming techniques have a lot of advantages 

to use it as a writing resource inside the classroom and improve their confidence in English 

language.  
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Nevertheless, brainstorming techniques are hardly ever applied in writing tasks by teachers 

and these techniques are rarely used by students. But the teacher realized the influence of 

brainstorming is able to improve students’ writing comprehension and he highly consider to apply 

as a writing resource. 

 

3.10. Students’ survey 

The survey that was applied to the fifth grade BGU students was conformed by ten 

statements and the results are described below. 

 

 

Table 5: Statement 1: I like to write more than speak. 

 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 6 14,6% 

Agree 13 31,7% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

15 36,6% 

Disagree  5 12,2% 

Strongly disagree 2 4,9% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Figure 1: I like to write more than speak in English 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.11. Analysis 

More than half of students answered they don’t like to write more than speak in English, it 

shows the lack of interest in writing skill. 

 

Table 6: Statement 2: Brainstorming is important to develop the writing skill in English. 

 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 11 26,8% 

Agree 21 51,2% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

6 14,6% 

Disagree  3 7,3% 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Figure 2: Brainstorming is important to develop writing skills in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

3.12. Analysis 

Most of the students think brainstorming is important to develop writing skills in English, 

as well as brainstorming promotes creativity, it could be a useful tool when they are going 

to do a writing task. 

 

Table 7: Statement 3: In the English language it does not give due importance to writing. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 5 12,2% 

Agree 12 29,3% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

13 31,7% 

Disagree  8 19,5% 

Strongly disagree 3 7,3% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Figure 3. In English language it does not give due importance to writing. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.13. Analysis 

According to students, the importance of writing skill in English is a neutral topic. Most of 

them chose the option neither agree nor disagree and this result shows little interest about 

writing skill. 

 

Table 8: Statement 4: I think it is possible to improve my writing in English. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 25 61% 

Agree 14 34,1% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

1 2,4% 

Disagree  1 2,4% 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Figure 4: I think it is possible to improve my writing in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.14. Analysis 

Despite the lack of interest and knowledge, most of the students are optimistic and they 

think it is possible to improve their writing in English, and there is nothing better than a 

motivated and hopeful student. 

 

Table 9: Statement 5: I know about the brainstorming technique in English. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 0 0% 

Agree 15 35% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

13 32,5% 

Disagree  12 30% 

Strongly disagree 1 2,5% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Figure 5: I know about brainstorming techniques in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.15. Analysis 

None of the students know the brainstorming techniques completely, they agree to know 

about brainstorming slightly or not knowing brainstorming techniques at all, and it 

demonstrates the lack of knowledge about great creative techniques such as brainstorming. 

 

 

Table 10: Statement 6: Brainstorming makes me more creative in English 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 3 7,3% 

Agree 19 46,3% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

15 36,6% 

Disagree  4 9,8% 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 
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Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

Figure 6: Brainstorming makes me more creative in English 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.16. Analysis 

The surveyed students assured that brainstorming makes them more creative. In fact, 

brainstorming is a creative technique that allows to development of ideas for a specific 

topic.  

 

Table 11: Statement 7: Brainstorming promotes criticism in English. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 7 17,1% 

Agree 18 43,9% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

14 34,1% 

Disagree  2 4,9% 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 
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Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

Figure 7: Brainstorming promotes criticism in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

3.17. Analysis 

Most of the students answered that brainstorming promotes criticism in English, and there 

is a minority of students who answered that brainstorming doesn’t promote criticism. In 

the process of collecting ideas, a student's ability to think critically expands and it makes 

easier to analyze and evaluate the consistency of the reasoning. 

 

Table 12: Statement 8: Brainstorming is a great resource for descriptive texts in English. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 6 14,6% 

Agree 24 58,5% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

10 24,4% 

Disagree  1 2,4% 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 
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Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

Figure 8: Brainstorming is a great resource for descriptive texts in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

3.18. Analysis 

Just a minority of students think that brainstorming is not a great resource for descriptive 

text in English, by a contrast, more than 50% of students consider brainstorming as a great 

resource for descriptive texts. Actually, brainstorming is a useful tool as it influences the 

ability to have important ideas to apply to texts in a short period of time. 

 

 

Table 13: Statement 9: Having wrong ideas is acceptable within brainstorming in English. 

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 6 14,6% 

Agree 18 43,9% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

14 34,1% 

Disagree  3 7,3% 

15%

59%

24%

2%

0%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree



 46 

Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

Figure 9: Having wrong ideas is acceptable within brainstorming in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

3.19. Analysis 

Most of the students answered that it is acceptable to have wrong ideas within 

brainstorming in English and in fact, it is. Just at the end of the session, the evaluation of 

ideas can proceed. 

 

Table 14: Statement 10: I use the mindmap technique to have ideas for a writing task in English   

 VARIABLE Frequency Percentage 

Strongly agree 6 14,6% 

Agree 18 43,9% 

Neither agree nor 

disagree 

14 34,1% 

Disagree  3 7,3% 
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Strongly disagree 0 0% 

Total 41 100% 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

 

Figure 10: I use mindmap technique to have ideas for a writing task in English. 

Source: Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 

3.20. Analysis 

Most of the surveyed students agreed that they used mindmaps to have ideas for a writing 

task, mindmaps are an easy way to collect ideas in order to organize them quickly. 
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4. CHAPTER IV 

THE PROPOSAL 

4.1. The topic of the proposal 

Design a didactic guide using brainstorming techniques as a writing resource for descriptive texts 

for a2 level. 

 

4.2. Background 

Brainstorming is a method of collecting ideas without interruption where all ideas are accepted, 

there are different brainstorming techniques as individual or group brainstorming but all of these 

techniques have a common function which is to provide a solution to a specific issue. In this case, 

is to develop the writing comprehension through brainstorming techniques as a writing resource 

in the fifth grade students of Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo, who have an 

evident lack of interest and weaknesses in written texts comprehension. 

 

4.3. Justification 

This didactic guide is created in order to improve the weaknesses that the fifth grade BGU students 

of Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo present in their writing comprehension, 

showing problems about lacking the interest to write texts in English, to identify basic vocabulary 

in English, not having the necessary resources to develop writing skill. 

Based on the information obtained through the observation, survey, and the teacher’s interview, 

instruments that were explained in Chapter III, shows that there is an insufficiency in writing 

comprehension but the application of the proposal developed in this chapter IV, is a solution for 

the type of difficulties that present the fifth grade BGU students. 

4.4. Goals 

4.4.1. General objective 

Design a didactic guide for fifth grade BGU students to improve their writing comprehension 

through brainstorming techniques to have them reach the A2.2 level of English proficiency. 

 

4.4.2. Specific objectives 

Develop creativity in the writing of students 

Produce an interest in writing skills. 
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Improve the organization of ideas in writing tasks  

 

4.4.3. Methodology 

Our proposal is based on the theory of constructivism because it favors the development 

of cognitive and creative processes, so that students develop their autonomy and independence. 

This generates a more active learning. Knowledge is constructed through activities based on the 

Brainstorming technique in descriptive texts.  

Students are ultimately responsible for their own learning process and the active processor of 

information, they construct knowledge by themselves and no one can substitute them in this task, 

since they must relate new information with previous knowledge, 
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4.5. Activities 
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4.6. Chronogram of activities 

 

Table 15: Chronogram of activities 

December 1, 2021 – December 3, 2021 General instructions and chapter 1 preview 

December 8, 2021 – December 10, 2021 Elaborate the goals of the project and laborate 

the justification of the project 

December 15, 2021 – December 17, 2021 Revision and correction of chapter 1  

December 22, 2021 – January 5, 2022 Chapter 2 preview and elaboration of 

theoretical framework 

January 7, 2022 – January 12, 2022 Elaboration of operationalization chart and 

revision of chapter 2 

January 14, 2022 – January 19, 2022 Correction of citations and chapter 3 preview 

January 21, 2022 – January 26, 2022 Elaboration of observation guide, survey and 

teacher’s interview  

January 28, 2022 – February 2, 2022 Correction of survey and teacher’s interview 

questions 

February 4, 2022 – February 9, 2022 Chapter 3 preview 

February 11, 2022 – February 16, 2022 Revision of chapter 3 and correction of tables 

and misspellings 

February 18, 2022 – February 23, 2022 Chapter 4 preview 

February 25, 2022  Elaboration of didactic guide  

March 2, 2022 - March 4, 2022  Revision and correction of didactic guide 

activities 

March 9, 2022 - March 11, 2022  Revision of chapter 4 and correction of 

feasibility content  

March 16, 2022 - March 18, 2022  Attachments and clarification of doubts and 

corrections 
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4.7. Feasibility 

Our strategies and activities in the didactic guide directed to the students did not present great 

expenses due to the fact that the majority of students chose to receive online classes with the help 

of technological resources, however, few students decided to stay in the face-to-face modality. 

This project could be carried out thanks to the help of the Rector, teaching staff, parents, and 

students of the fifth grade (BGU) of the Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo, due 

to the different research instruments to obtain the necessary information and achieve the proposed 

goals. 

 

Article 6: Obligations  

x) To guarantee that the plans and programs of initial, basic, and high school education and 

programs, expressed in the curriculum, promote the development of skills and abilities to create 

knowledge, and foster the incorporation of citizens into the world of work. 

 

4.8. Conclusions 

 Students in the fifth grade (BGU) showed problems when applying the brainstorming 

technique to produce written texts. 

 The teacher of the institution did not apply the correct use of this technique (brainstorming), 

because of that, the students had no purpose in improving the quality of written 

comprehension. 

 The use of brainstorming to think quickly and spontaneously about a proposed topic allows 

students to identify problems, analyze their causes, and select alternative solutions for 

students of fifth grade (BGU) Unidad Educativa Fiscal Provincia del Chimborazo. 

4.9. Recommendations 

Considering the results of the methodology applied in this research, the recommendations are as 

follows: 

 Brainstorming techniques are highly recommended to use as a writing resource in all the 

classes in order to improve writing comprehension. 

 The proposal provides different and efficient activities with brainstorming techniques for 

descriptive texts at the A2 level. 
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 Students can develop confidence in English classes through brainstorming techniques 

given that in brainstorming all the answers are valid. 

 The proposal of this educational project should be implemented as a strategy for real 

learning of the Brainstorming technique in written texts, demonstrating the teacher's ability 

to maintain and improve the motivation of the students. 
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Rúbrica de Evaluación docente revisor del trabajo de titulación 
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OFICIO DESIGNACIÓN DE TUTOR 
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OFICIO EMITIDO POR CARRERA SOLICITANDO AUTORIZACION A LA 

INSTITUCIÓN EDUCATIVA 
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OFICIO DE AUTORIZACIÓN EMITIDO POR RECTOR/DIRECTOR DE LA 

INSTITUCIÓN EDUCATIVA 

 

 



 90 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

 

Tutor and students working together 
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Institution 

 

 

 

Administration of the instruments 
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RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 

Observation guide 

Table: Observation guide 

 

 Teacher YES NO 

1 Give a variety of activities using brainstorming 

techniques 

 X 

2 Assign tasks focused on writing development X  

3 Implement activities with writing resources  X  

4 Reinforce writing techniques using easy topics  X 

5 Motivate students to use brainstorming 

techniques as writing resources 

 X 

 Students   

1 Identify the main idea of a text  X  

2 Participate in class actively  X 

3 Understand the writing tasks assigned by the 

teacher 

X  

4 Use brainstorming techniques in order to do the 

writing tasks 

 X 

5 Summarize texts correctly  X 

Source: Colegio Provincia del Chimborazo 

Elaborated by: Espinosa & Sangache (2021) 
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Teacher’s interview 

1. What resources do you usually use in the class to develop writing skill in English? 

 

Describe pictures in short paragraphs 

Make a written comment about a specific topic 

2. Do you know anything about strategies for writing skills? If so, which ones do you 

utilize in order to improve this skill? 

 

Use simpler words and phrases 

Write shorter sentences 

3. What activities do the students prefer when there is a writing task? 

 

The students prefer group activities and the active participation in class, in other 

words, they used to choose someone to present a short exposition about the topic to the rest 

of the class. 

4. Do you think students can receive benefits just to implementing the brainstorming 

techniques in their writing? If so, explain why? 

 

I think brainstorming techniques can help in their creativeness, producing 

innovative ideas. At the same time, it improves their vocabulary. 

5. Can brainstorming effect influence the students’ writing in a positive way? If so, 

how can it be possible? 

 

Brainstorming is usually used in groups, so it generates a recollection of vocabulary 

student by student in order to create a lexicon growth. 

6. How long does it take students to produce a short descriptive text? 

 

Students commonly take from 15 to 20 minutes in producing a short descriptive 

text. 

7. What are some reasons why students don’t produce creative ideas while they 

perform a written text?  

 

Students don’t produce creative ideas because they have difficulties in grammatical 

structures and their limited vocabulary.  

8. In your opinion, which are the advantages of using the brainstorming methodology 

as a teaching method? 
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One of the advantages is the student improves his/her individual and collective 

creativeness. 

It improves the student’s confidence because in the brainstorming all the answers 

are valid so the student won’t be afraid to give a wrong answer. 

Applying the brainstorming methodology in group sessions could improve the 

communication between students   

9. Do you consider it possible to apply the Brainstorming technique to the teaching of 

other languages? explain why? 

 

I do consider possible because to learn a new language as well as discipline, it is 

necessary a high self-esteem, a good level of confidence, a lot of creativeness and all of 

them are advantages that brainstorming provides us. 

10. Do you think it is important the writing comprehension for students of A2 level? If 

so, why? 

It is important the writing comprehension for students of A2 level because they 

should communicate in daily situations with frequently used expressions and basic 

vocabulary in oral and written form. 

 

Survey 

Statement 1: I like to write more than speak. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 2: Brainstorming is important to develop the writing skill in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 
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Statement 3: In English language it does not give due importance to writing. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 4: I think it is possible to improve my writing in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 5: I know about the brainstorming technique in English.  

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 6: Brainstorming makes me more creative in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

Statement 7: Brainstorming promotes criticism in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 
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2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 8: Brainstorming is a great resource for descriptive texts in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 9: Having wrong ideas is acceptable within brainstorming in English. 

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

Statement 10: I use mindmap technique to have ideas for a writing task in English   

5. Totalmente de acuerdo 

4. De acuerdo 

3. Ni de acuerdo ni en desacuerdo 

2. En desacuerdo 

1. Totalmente en desacuerdo 

 

 

 

Source:  

Google forms link for the survey: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvZQu_5NzWMaRakNePhxOJQgdEAJUVEdlq2a

VOofIAv9gHoA/viewform?usp=sf_link  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvZQu_5NzWMaRakNePhxOJQgdEAJUVEdlq2aVOofIAv9gHoA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvZQu_5NzWMaRakNePhxOJQgdEAJUVEdlq2aVOofIAv9gHoA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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